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Caretaker  of  the  Ferndale  Welfare  Centre  : 

OWEN  THOMAS  WILLIAMS. 


In  charge  of  the  Disinfector  : 

L.  TRENBERTH. 
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NOTES. 

(a.)  Holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate  granted 
by  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(b.)  Holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate  granted 
by  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Examination  Joint  Board. 

(c.)  Holds  the  Meat  Inspectors’  Certificate  granted  by 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(d.)  Holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
qualifying  for  Membership  in  the  Advanced 
Knowledge  of  a Sanitary  Inspector’s  Duties. 

(e.)  Holds  the  New  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

(f.)  Holds  the  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  granted  by  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(g.)  Holds  the  Midwives’  Certificate  granted  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Board. 

(h.)  Has  Nursing  experience. 

(i.)  Holds  Certificate  in  Obstetric  Analgesia. 

(j.)  Holds  Diploma  in  Midwifery  Teaching. 


TELEPHONE  NUMBERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — Office  139,  140  Pentre. 
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,,  ,,  ,,  Residence  104  Pentre. 
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Carnegie  Welfare  Centre,  Trealaw  191  Porth. 

Welfare  Centre,  Ferndale  33  Ferndale. 
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Rhondda  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  sanitary 
condition  of  and  on  the  state  of  the  public  health  in  the 
Rhondda  Urban  District  for  the  year  1937. 

In  contrast  to  the  corresponding  reports  for  the  district 
issued  in  respect  of  previous  years,  the  subject  matter  of 
this  report  has  been  arranged  so  as  to  secure  compliance 
with  the  directions  contained  in  the  Ministry  of  Health's 
Circular  as  to  the  Contents  and  Arrangement  of  the  Annual 
Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

During  recent  years  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  has 
probably  suffered  a greater  depletion  of  its  population  than 
most  other  districts  and  it  has  been  calculated  that  over 
53,500  persons  have  emigrated  from  the  district  since 
the  estimated  population  was  at  its  maximum  of  167,900 
persons  at  mid-summer  1924. 

This  vast  emigration,  which  has  consisted  almost 
entirely  of  young  adult  persons,  together  with  the  diminish- 
ing birth-rate,  has  undoubtedly  had  an  unfavourable 
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influence  upon  the  general  death-rate  because  the  pro- 
portions of  the  population  in  the  older  age-groups  have 
become  higher  than  they  would  have  been  if  this  movement 
of  the  population  had  not  taken  place. 

Consequently  the  general  death-rate  for  1937  (13.6 
per  1,000)  was  equal  to  the  maximum  death-rate  recorded 
since  1926,  when  the  minimum  figure  of  10.8  was  reached, 
and  the  death-rate  from  diseases  of  the  heart — 3.89 — was 
the  highest  recorded  in  the  statistics  available  for  the 
district  ; the  death-rate  from  cancer  was  1.17  as  compared 
with  a maximum  figure  of  1.35  recorded  in  1935. 

The  infantile  mortality -rate  for  the  district  in  1937 
showed  an  increase  to  65  as  compared  with  57  in  the  previous 
year  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  maternal  mortality- 
rate — 2.05  per  1,000  total  births — was  the  lowest  hitherto 
recorded  for  the  district. 

Amongst  the  commoner  infectious  diseases  no  death 
from  scarlet  fever  actually  occurred  in  the  district  though 
the  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  ; the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  was  low  and  the  number 
of  deaths  from  this  cause  (three)  was  the  lowest  recorded 
in  the  annual  figures  available  for  the  district. 

The  Rhondda  continued  to  enjoy  somparative  freedom 
from  the  enteric  group  of  diseases  ; one  case  was  notified 
during  the  year  and  no  fatality  has  occurred  since  1925. 

The  death-rate  from  tuberculosis — 1.03 — continued 
to  be  high  and  the  toll  from  this  disease  was  most  notice- 
able amongst  the  younger  adult  female  population  ; poverty, 
with  consequent  under-nutrition,  was  probably  an  important 
contributory  factor  and  the  provision  of  out-door  recrea- 
tion facilities  for  girls  on  a larger  scale  would  prove  of 
great  value. 

During  the  year  progress  was  made  with  the  erection 
of  combined  maternity  and  child  welfare  and  school  clinics 
at  Ferndale  and  Ynyswen,  the  former  having  also  been 
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almost  equipped  before  the  end  of  the  year  ; the  re-erection 
of  the  Dyffryn  Ffrwd  Clinic  at  Ystrad  was  also  commenced 
The  erection  of  the  new  cubicle  block  and  additional  sleeping 
quarters  at  the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital  was  also  com- 
pleted and  a portion  of  the  necessary  equipment  was  ob- 
tained. 

During  1937  all  the  cellar -tenements  at  Trealaw  were 
closed  for  occupation  as  separate  dwellings  and  twenty- 
seven  of  the  displaced  families  were  accommodated  in  new 
houses  erected  by  the  Council  at  Llwynypia.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  Council  will  continue  to  pursue  these  measures 
for  the  eradication  of  cellar-dwellings  as  they  constitute 
the  most  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  prevailing 
in  the  district. 

Unfortunately,  through  no  apparent  fault  of  the  local 
inhabitants,  the  Rhondda  is  a “ depressed  ” area  and  a 
large  proportion  of  the  community  have,  for  a number 
of  years,  been  obliged  to  lead  a life  of  subsistence  on  funds 
provided  from  public  and  charitable  sources.  Such  an 
existence, whilst  increasing  the  burdens  of  the  social  services 
has  an  unfavourable  reaction  on  the  mental  outlook  of  the 
community  and  the  best  tonic  which  can  be  administered 
is  the  provision  of  employment  of  an  useful  or  productive 
character.  In  the  interests  of  the  public  health  of  the 
district  one  is  therefore  justified  in  re-iterating  the  plea 
for  an  urgent  revival  of  the  coal-mining  industry  and  the 
development  of  schemes  which  will  enable  the  greater 
utilisation  of  coal  as  a source  of  energy  for  industrial  and 
commercial  purposes. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


Tydfil  House,  Medical  Officer  of  Health . 

Pentre,  Rhondda, 


. 

: 


SECTION  I. 


GENERAL  AND  VITAL 
STATISTICS. 
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Rhondda  Urban  District. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  YEAR  1937. 


Area  

Population  (Census,  1931) 

Population  (estimated  at  Midsummer,  1937) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 


...  23,886 acres. 
141,346 
124,200 
28,866 


Live  Births — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

Legitimate 

952 

857  .. 

,.  1,809 

...  14.6 

Illegitimate 

27  . 

27  .. 

54 

0.4 

Still  Births 

Still  Birth-rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and  still) 
births  ... 

Deaths  from  all  causes 


Maternal  Deaths — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  Causes 


Deaths  under  1 year — 

All  Infants  122 

Legitimate  Infants  ...  119 

Illegitimate  Infants  ...  3 


979 

...  884 

...  1,863 

...  15.0 

42 

42 

84 

0.7 

964 

..!  724 

...  41.1 

...  1,688 

13.6 

Rate  per  1,000 — 
Live  Total 

Births.  Births. 

2.15  2.05 

4 ...  2.15  2.05 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  65 

Rate  per  1,000  Leg.  Live  Births  ...  66 

Rate  per  1,000  Illeg.  Live  Births  55 


No. 

4 


Deaths  from  Special  Causes  : — 

No. 

Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

Measles  

7 

0.06 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

0.02 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

6 

0.05 

Zymotic  Diseases 

16 

0.13 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

109 

0.88 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

19 

0.15 

Cancer  

145 

1.17 

19 


AREA. 

The  district,  which  has  an  area  of  23,886  acres,  is  the 
most  extensive  urban  district  in  Wales  and  comprises  two 
valleys  known  as  the  Rhondda  Fawr  (or  larger)  Valley  and 
the  Rhondda  Fach  (or  lesser)  Valley  which  converge  at  a 
point  about  one-and-a-half  miles  from  the  junction  with  the 
Pontypridd  area. 

For  administrative  purposes  the  Rhondda  Urban 
District  is  divided  into  eleven  Wards  which  embrace  the 
following  localities  : — 

Ward  No. 


1.  Blaenrhondda,  Blaenycwm,  Treherbert. 

2.  Treorchy,  Cwmparc. 

3.  Pentre,  Ton. 

4.  Gelli,  Ystrad. 

5.  Llwynypia,  Clydach  Vale. 

6.  Tonypandy,  Trealaw. 

7.  Penygraig,  Williamstown,  Dinas. 

8.  Cymmer,  Trehafod,  Porth. 

9.  Mount  Pleasant  (Porth),  Ynyshir, 

Wattstown. 

10  Pontygwaith,  Stanleytown,  Tylorstown. 

11  Ferndale,  Blaenllechau,  Maerdy. 


POPULATION. 


1931  (Census)  141,346 

1937  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  Mid- 

Summer)  124,200 


The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of 
the  Rhondda  Urban  District  at  mid-summer,  1937,  was 
124,200  persons,  representing  a diminution  of  5,700  persons 
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from  the  estimated  number  at  the  corresponding  period  of 
1936  and  a decrease  of  17,146  from  the  number  enumerated 
at  the  Census  of  1931. 

The  number  of  occupied  houses  in  the  district  was 
28,866  giving  an  average  number  of  4.3  persons  per  house. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  that  is,  the 
excess  of  the  number  of  births  over  the  number  of  deaths, 
in  the  district  during  the  year  under  review  was  175,  equiva- 
lent to  1.41  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; this  is 
the  lowest  proportion  recorded  in  the  statistics  available 
for  the  district. 

Taking  into  account  the  diminution  in  the  estimated 
population  and  the  natural  increase  of  the  population  it  is 
calculated  that  the  excess  of  emigration  over  immigration 
in  respect  of  the  district  has  amounted  to  over  53,500  persons 
between  mid-summer,  1924,  when  the  estimated  population 
was  at  its  highest,  and  mid-summer,  1937  ; this  excessive 
emigration  consists  mainly  of  young  adults  so  that  the  age 
distribution  of  the  remaining  population  of  the  district  has 
an  unfavourable  influence  on  vital  statistics. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  district  is  entirely  industrial  in  nature  and  the 
only  industry  is  that  of  coal  mining.  Owing  to  the  long- 
continued  depression  in  this  industry  and  the  extensive 
unemployment  resulting  therefrom,  the  social  conditions  in 
the  district  have  suffered  considerable  deterioration  during 
recent  years. 

At  mid-summer,  1937,  the  approximate  number  of 
persons  in  the  district  who  were  insured  under  the  Unem- 
ployment Insurance  Acts  was  41,220  and  of  these 
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29.8  per  cent.,  comprising  12,054  males  and  225  females, 
were  in  receipt  of  unemployment  benefit  or  assistance  ; 
a further  proportion  of  3.2  per  cent.,  consisting  of  589  males 
and  713  females,  were  also  wholly  unemployed  but  not  in 
receipt  of  the  benefit  provided  under  the  Acts,  whilst  0.7 
per  cent.,  comprising  292  males  and  four  females,  were 
temporarily  unemployed. 

A large  number  of  the  inhabitants  are  also  in  receipt 
of  public  assistance  and  it  will  therefore  be  appreciated 
that  a substantial  proportion  of  the  population  of  the 
district  is  wholly  dependent  on  income  derived  from  public 
funds. 


BIRTHS. 


Average  for 
ten  years 
1937.  ] 927-1936. 

Number  of  Births  1,863  2,438 

Birth-rate  in  Rhondda  15.0  16.9 

Birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  14.9  15.6 


The  number  of  births  registered  amongst  residents  of 
the  Rhondda  Urban  District  daring  1937  was  1,863,  rep- 
resenting a diminution  of  192  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year  and  a birth-rate  of  15.0  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population.  The  birth-rate  for  1937  was  the  lowest 
hitherto  recorded  in  the  statistics  available  for  the  district 
and  was  approximately  one-half  of  the  corresponding 
figure  for  1920. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  124  births  belonging  to  non- 
residents were  registered  in  the  district  and  the  majority 
of  these  births 'took  place  at  the  Maternity  Department  of 
the  Llwynypia  Hospital. 

The  numbers  of  births  in  the  successive  quarters  of  the 
year  were  448,  459,  529  and  427,  respectively. 
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Amongst  the  eleven  Wards  comprising  the  district  the 
numbers  of  births  varied  between  a maximum  of  210  in 
Ward  6 and  a minimum  of  104  in  Ward  3 ; the  birth-rate 
was  also  highest  in  Ward  6 where  the  rate  was  17.8  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population  whilst  the  lowest  rate — 11.4 
per  1,000 — was  recorded  in  Ward  3. 

The  provisions  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907, 
which  have  now  been  incorporated  in  Part  VII.  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  which  require  that  every 
birth  shall  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
the  district  within  thirty-six  hours,  appear  to  have  been 
satisfactorily  observed  during  the  year.  The  total  number 
of  notifications  received  in  the  course  of  the  year  in  respect 
of  births  belonging  to  the  Rhondda  amounted  to  1,947, 
including  1,864  live  births  and  83  still-births. 


ILLEGITIMACY. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  amongst 
Rhondda  residents  during  the  year  was  54,  representing 
29  per  1,000  live  births  ; the  corresponding  average  for  the 
previous  ten  years  was  34  per  1,000  live  births. 


DEATHS. 

Average  for 
ten  years 


1937.  1927-1936. 

Number  of  Deaths  1,688  1,788 

Rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  13.6  12.5 

Rate  per  1,000,  125  Great  Towns  12.5  12.2 

Rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales  12.4  12.1 


During  the  year  under  review  1,603  deaths  were  regis- 
tered in  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  ; of  these,  however, 
81  deaths  were  of  non-residents  whilst  166  Rhondda  resi- 
dents died  at  various  places  outside  the  district.  Taking 
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into  account  these  outwardly  and  inwardly  transferable 
deaths  the  net  number  of  deaths  allocated  to  the  Rhondda 
was  1,688,  giving  a death-rate  of  13.6  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 
mated population  as  compared  with  an  annual  average 
of  12.5  for  the  preceding  ten  years.  The  corresponding 
death-rates  for  1937  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  125 
Great  Towns  were  12.4  and  12.5  respectively. 

The  comparison  is  unfavourable  for  the  Rhondda 
but  this  is  undoubtedly  due  largely  to  the  peculiar  age- 
distribution  of  the  population  which  has  resulted  from  the 
constant  emigration  of  large  numbers  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  adult  age-groups  of  both  sexes. 

Amongst  the  eleven  wards  comprising  the  district  the 
numbers  of  deaths  varied  from  a maximum  of  202  in  Ward  11 
to  a minimum  number  of  103  in  Ward  10  ; the  death-rates 
varied  from  a minimum  of  11.1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  in  Ward  10  to  a corresponding  maximum  of 
14.7  in  Ward  5. 


The  diseases  which  were  most  frequently  registered 
as  causes  of  death,  the  numbers  of  deaths  thus  recorded, 
and  the  corresponding  death-rates  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  were  as  follow  : — 


Organic  Heart  Disease, 

which  caused  483  deaths  or 

Cancer  and  Malignant 
Disease, which  caused  148 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage, 

which  caused  118  ,, 

Phthisis,  which  caused  109 
Bronchitis, 

which  caused  85  , , 

Circulatory  Diseases, 

which  caused  78  ,, 

Pneumonia, 

which  caused  63  , , 

Congenital  Debility, 

Premature  Birth, 

Congenital  Malfor- 
mation, etc.,  which 


caused  69 

Nephritis, 

which  caused  62 


3.89  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

1.19 

0.90 

0.88 

0.68 

0.63 

0.51 

0.55 

0.50 
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Of  the  deaths  classified  as  due  to  organic  heart  disease 
61.7  per  cent,  occurred  amongst  persons  over  65  years  of 
age,  whilst  a further  30.2  per  cent,  of  these  deaths  occurred 
amongst  persons  between  45  and  65  years  of  age  ; in  these 
higher  age-groups  the  disease  asserted  itself  mainly  as 
degeneration  of  the  heart  muscle  rather  than  as  disease 
of  the  valves  in  a large  proportion  of  the  persons  certified 
as  having  died  from  this  disease. 

Cancer. — The  number  of  deaths  classified  as  due  to 
cancer  and  malignant  diseases  was  148  of  which  three  were 
due  to  sarcoma  and  the  remaining  145  to  cancer,  giving  a 
death-rate  of  1.17  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
The  male  population  suffered  more  severely  than  females, 
the  former  sex  contributing  80  deaths  as  compared  with 
65  deaths  amongst  women.  The  age-distribution  of  the 
cases  which  ended  fatally  during  the  year  showed  greatest 
mortality  amongst  persons  between  45  and  65  years  of  age 
of  whom  76  died,  constituting  52.4  per  cent,  of  the  total 
fatalities  from  this  disease  ; 58,  or  40  per  cent.,  of  the 
deaths  occurred  amongst  persons  over  65  years  of  age 
whilst  the  remaining  11  deaths  occurred  amongst  persons 
under  45  years  of  age. 

The  stomach  was  the  organ  most  frequently  recorded 
in  the  death  certificates  as  the  primary  site  of  the  disease, 
this  organ  being  primarily  affected  in  18  male  and  15  female 
deaths  ; the  rectum  was  the  next  in  the  order  of  frequency 
with  14  male  and  4 female  deaths,  whilst  cancer  of  the 
large  intestine  caused  12  male  and  4 female  deaths. 
Apart  from  involvement  of  the  stomach  as  indicated  above, 
the  womb  and  the  breast  were  the  organs  most  frequently 
affected  amongst  women  ; 13  deaths  were  caused  by  cancer 
of  the  womb,  and  the  breast  was  primarily  involved  in 
10  instances. 

The  distribution  of  the  fatalities  from  cancer  and  malig- 
nant disease  amongst  the  eleven  wards  in  the  district 
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showed  considerable  variation  and  varied  between  a maxi- 
mum number  of  24  deaths  in  Ward  2 and  a minimum 
number  of  eight  deaths  each  in  Wards  3 and  10. 

Silicosis. — As  a constituent  of  the  group  of  diseases 
classified  as  “ other  respiratory  diseases  ” it  was  noted 
that  silicosis  was  certified  as  the  cause  of  seven  male  deaths 
during  the  year,  six  of  these  deaths  occurring  amongst 
persons  between  45  and  65  years  of  age  while  the  remaining 
death  occurred  in  a person  over  65  years  of  age. 

Rheumatic  fever  was  certified  as  the  cause  of  24 
deaths  during  the  year,  15  being  of  male  persons  and  the 
remaining  9 of  female  persons  ; four  deaths  occurred 
amongst  children  under  15  years  of  age,  three  were  of 
persons  between  15  and  25  years  of  age,  nine  deaths  oc- 
curred amongst  persons  between  25  and  45  years  of  age 
and  the  remaining  eight  deaths  occurred  amongst  persons 
over  45  years  of  age.  Out  of  the  24  deaths  certified  from 
this  disease  during  the  year  16  occurred  during  the  first 
six  months. 

The  records  of  the  166  deaths  of  Rhondda  residents 
which  occurred  outside  the  district  show  that  73  took  place 
at  the  Central  Homes,  Pontypridd ; 33  at  the  County 
Mental  Institutions  at  Bridgend  ; 22  at  the  Cardiff  Royal 
Infirmary  ; 13  in  institutions  controlled  by  the  Welsh 
National  Memorial  Association  ; and  25  in  various  other 
places  throughout  the  country.  Of  the  81  deaths  of  non- 
residents 65  occurred  in  the  Llwynypia  Hospital. 

By  arranging  the  list  of  125  Great  Towns  in  England 
and  Wales  in  the  order  of  increasing  death-rates  for  1937, 
it  is  found  that  Rhondda  is  bracketed  with  Gateshead  and 
Liverpool  in  the  ninetieth  position  while  of  the  four  other 
Great  Towns  in  Wales,  Cardiff,  Newport  and  Swansea 
occupy  more  favourable  positions  and  Merthyr  Tydfil  a 
less  favourable  position  than  Rhondda. 
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The  number  and  percentage  proportions  of  the  Rhondda 
deaths  for  the  year,  allocated  in  accordance  with  their 
respective  age-groups,  were  as  follow  : — 

122  or  7.2  per  cent.,  under  1 year. 

20  or  1.2  per  cent.,  1 year  and  under  2 years. 

22  or  1.3  per  cent.,  2 years  and  under  5 years. 

31  or  1.8  per  cent.,  5 years  and  under  15  years. 

76  or  4.5  per  cent.,  15  years  and  under  25  years. 

182  or  10.8  per  cent.,  25  years  and  under  45  years. 

511  or  30.3  per  cent.,  45  years  and  under  65  years. 

724  or  42.9  per  cent.,  65  years  and  over. 

From  the  following  table,  which  summarises  the  per- 
centage proportions  of  the  deaths  in  the  various  age-groups 
in  the  Rhondda  during  a number  of  years,  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  has  been  a marked  reduction  in  the  proportion 
of  deaths  belonging  to  the  lower  age-groups,  the  proportion 
of  children  under  five  years  of  age  having  declined  from  38 
per  cent,  of  the  total  in  1920  to  9.7  per  cent,  in  1937.  On 
the  other  hand  the  proportion  of  deaths  belonging  to  the 
highest  age-groups,  viz.,  65  years  and  upwards,  has  in- 
creased from  16  per  cent,  of  the  total  in  1920  to  42.9  per 
cent,  in  1937. 


Percentage  proportions  of  Deaths  in  the  various  age- 
groups  : — 


Age 

Groups. 

1920 

1925 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Under  1 year 

24 

17.6 

12.0 

10.3 

9.7 

10.8 

8.6 

9.0 

6.7 

7.2  | 

1-2  years 

7 

6.9 

i 2.0 

3.6 

2.0 

3.0 

1.3 

1.5 

1.0 

1.2 

2-5  years 

7 

5.7 

3.1 

2.8 

1.8 

2.2 

2.6 

1.9 

1.5 

1.3  1 

5-15  years 

5 

3.8 

4.7 

4.0 

3.9 

3.9 

4.2 

2.6 

2.5 

1.8 

15-25  years 

6 

5.8 

5.9 

6.6 

6.5 

5.3 

5.5 

6.4 

4.5 

4.5 

25-45  years 

14 

12.8 

13.2 

12.2 

13.1 

11.8 

11.8 

12.0 

12.3 

10.8 

45-65  years 

21 

23.3 

28.2 

28.9 

28.0 

29.1 

28.8 

28.1 

31.6 

30.3 

65  years  and 
over 

16 

24.2 

30.8 

31.6 

35.0 

33.9 

37.2 

38.5 

39.9 

42.9 
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STILL-BORN  CHILDREN. 

The  registration  of  every  still-born  child  is  required 
by  the  Births  and  Deaths  Registration  Act,  1926, 
which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  July,  1927,  and  Section 
12  of  the  Act  provides  that — 

“ f still-born  * and  ‘ still-birth  ’ shall  apply  to 
any  child  which  has  issued  forth  from  its  mother  after 
the  twenty-eighth  week  of  pregnancy  and  which  did 
not,  at  any  time  after  being  completely  expelled  from 
its  mother,  breathe  or  show  any  other  signs  of  life.” 

During  the  year  under  review  84  still-births  were 
registered  in  accordance  with  the  above  requirement,  this 
figure  being  equivalent  to  0.68  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population  and  representing  a rate  of  43.1  per  1,000  of  the 
total  births  which  occurred  during  the  year.  The  latter 
proportion  is  lower  by  17.8  per  1,000  than  the  average  for 
the  previous  decennium  and  is  the  lowest  rate  recorded 
since  1920. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  still -births 
and  the  rate  per  thousand  total  births  registered  during 
each  of  the  years  1917  to  1937. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Still-births. 

No.  of 

Live 

Births. 

Total 

Births. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Total 
Births. 

Average  of 
10  yeai 
periods . 

1917 

...  236  ... 

4,145  ... 

4,381 

...  53.9 

> 

1918 

...  203  ... 

4,346  ... 

4,549 

...  44.6 

1919 

...  205  ... 

4,263  ... 

4,468 

...  45.9 

1920 

...  226  ... 

5,046  ... 

5,272 

...  42.9 

1921 

...  243  ... 

4,898  ... 

5,141 

...  47.3 

^ 51.2 

1922 

...  228  ... 

4,103  ... 

4,331 

...  52.6 

1923 

...  237  ... 

3,897  ... 

4,134 

...  57.3 

1924 

...  227  ... 

3,970  ... 

4,197 

...  54.1 

1925 

...  215  ... 

3,709  ... 

3,924 

...  54.8 

1926 

...  201  ... 

3,232  ... 

3,433 

...  58.5 

J 

1927 

...  161  ... 

2,750  ... 

2,911 

...  55.3 

1928 

...  179  ... 

2,704  ... 

2,883 

...  62.1 

1929 

178  ... 

2,614  ... 

2,792 

...  63.8 

1930 

...  164  ... 

2,545  ... 

2,709 

...  60.5 

1931 

...  182  ... 

2,496 

2,678 

...  68.0 

60.9 

1932 

...  178  ... 

2,471  ... 

2,649 

...  67.2 

( 

1933 

160  ... 

2,303  ... 

2,469 

...  67.2 

1934 

139  ... 

2,252  ... 

2,391 

...  58.1 

1935 

...  115  ... 

2,193  ... 

2,308 

...  49.8 

1936 

...  125  ... 

2,055  ... 

2,180 

...  57.3 

1937 

84  ... 

1 863  ... 

1,947 

...  43.1 
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For  purposes  of  comparison  there  is  also  appended  a 
table  giving  the  relationship  between  deaths  attributed 
to  premature  birth  and  the  total  live  births  : — 


Deaths 

No.  of 

Rate  per 

Average  of 

from 

Live 

1,000 

10  year 

Year. 

Premature  Birth. 

Births. 

Live  Births. 

periods. 

1917 

...  72  ... 

4,145 

...  17.4 

A 

1918 

...  77 

4,346 

17.7 

1919 

...  98  ... 

4,263 

...  23.0 

1920 

...  87 

5,046 

...  17.2 

1 

! 

1921 

...  82  ... 

4,898 

16.3 

1 

16.8 

1922 

...  71  ... 

4.103 

...  17.3 

i 

1923 

...  63  ... 

3,897 

...  16.2 

1924 

...  67  ... 

3,970 

...  16.9 

1925 

...  51 

3,709 

13.8 

1926 

...  39  ... 

3,232 

...  121 

, 

1927 

...  48  ... 

2,750 

17.5 

A 

1928 

...  61 

2,704 

...  22.6 

1929 

...  41  ... 

2,614 

...  15.7 

1930 

...  42  ... 

2,545 

16.5 

1931 

...  43  ... 

2,496 

17.2 

V 

39.1 

1932 

...  42  ... 

2,471 

...  17.0 

f 

1933 

...  47  ... 

2,303 

...  20.4 

1934 

...  50  ... 

2,252 

...  22.2 

1935 

...  57  ... 

2,193 

...  21.4 

1936 

...  43  ... 

2,055 

...  20.9 

> 

1937 

...  44  ... 

1,863 

...  23.6 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

Of  the  1,603  deaths  which  were  registered  within  the 
Rhondda  Urban  District  in  the  course  of  the  year,  1,504 
were  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners,  94  by 
District  Coroners  and  the  remaining  five  were  uncertified 
by  either  Coroner  or  medical  attendant. 

The  respective  proportions  of  the  deaths  certified  by 
medical  practitioners,  Coroners’  cases  and  the  uncertified 
deaths  were  93.8,  5.9  and  0.3. 

In  the  case  of  the  five  uncertified  deaths  the  causes  of 


death  assigned  were  : — 

Heart  failure  3 

Apoplexy  2 


COLLIERY  FATALITIES. 


Number  of  Deaths  24 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.19 


There  were  24  deaths  attributed  to  accidents  in  Rhondda 
collieries  during  1937,  representing  a death-rate  of  0.19 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; the  corresponding 
figures  for  the  previous  year  were  16  and  0.12  respectively. 
According  to  the  findings  of  the  Coroners’  inquests,  ten  of 
the  above  deaths  were  due  to  falls  of  roofs  or  side,  nine  to 
being  crushed  or  struck  by  coal  trams  or  conveyors,  three 
to  carbon  monoxide  poisoning  as  a result  of  an  explosion 
at  the  Cymmer  Colliery  and  two  to  other  causes  arising 
out  of  employment  in  the  collieries. 


DISTRICT  CORONERS. 

Number  of  Deaths  certified  by  District  Coroners 

in  1937  94 

Rate  per  cent,  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  District  5.9 


The  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  which  were 
certified  by  District  Coroners,  after  or  without  inquests, 


31 


in  the  course  of  the  year  amounted  to  94,  being  equivalent 
to  5.9  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  area  and 
a death-rate  of  0.76  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; 
the  corresponding  figures  for  1936  were  92,  5.7  and  0.71 
respectively. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  thus  ascertained  and  the 
numbers  caused  thereby  were  as  follow  : — 


Colliery  accidents  24 

Suicide  . 14 

Heart  Disease  13 

Road  Accidents  10 

Burns  and  Scalds  9 

Accidental  Falls  4 


The  ten  deaths  caused  by  road  accidents  during  1937 
showed  a reduction  of  five  as  compared  with  the  total  for 
the  previous  year  and  comprised  two  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  five  between  five  and  15  years,  one  person 
between  15  and  45  years,  and  two  persons  between  45  and 
65  years. 

The  following  table  provides  information  as  to  the 
classes  of  vehicles  and  persons  involved  in  fatal  road  acci- 
dents in  the  course  of  the  year  : — 


Persons  Killed. 


Motor 

Motor 

Pedal 

Pas- 

Pe- 

Class of  Vehicle. 

Total 

Driv- 

Cyc- 

Cyc- 

sen- 

des- 

ers. 

lists. 

lists. 

gers. 

trians. 

Motor  A’bulance 

1 





_ 

_ 

1 

Motor  Omnibus 

1 

— 

— 

— 



1 

Motor  Lorry  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

3 

Motor  Car 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Motor  Cycle 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Pedal  Cycle  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

8 

SECTION  II. 


GENERAL  PROVISION 

OF 

HEALTH  SERVICES. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

A list  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  employed  by  the 
Council  is  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report.  The 
only  important  change  in  the  staff  during  the  year  under 
review  consisted  of  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Gwyneth  N. 
Ellis,  who  occupied  an  additional  post  created  in  order  to 
deal  with  developments  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
and  School  Medical  Services  respectively,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  Winifred  LI.  Acraman  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Nellie  E.  Jones,  who  left  to  take 
up  an  appointment  under  another  local  authority. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  arrangement  whereby  the  chemical  and  bacteriol- 
ogical examination  of  material  submitted  by  the  Council's 
Health  Department  is  carried  out  at  the  Cardiff  and  County 
Public  Health  Laboratory  was  continued  during  1937  ; 
the  number  of  specimens  thus  submitted  in  the  course  of 
the  year  amounted  to  1,008  and  comprised  the  following  : — 


Swabs  for  the  presence  of  diphtheria  bacilli 735 

Blood  or  stools  for  the  presence  of  enteric  or 

dysenteric  or  food-poisoning  infections 50 

Swabs  for  Streptococcal  infections  25 

Cerebro-spinal  fluids  9 

Sputa  for  tubercle  bacilli  9 

Milk  Samples  180 


1,008 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

No  material  changes  occurred  in  the  arrangements  for 
the  conveyance  of  sick  persons  in  the  area  during  the  course 
ot  the  year.  Two  motor  ambulances  were  maintained 
at  the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  removal  to  hospital 
of  persons  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  and  a third 
ambulance  is  held  in  reserve  for  the  conveyance  to  the 
Penrhys  Small  Pox  Hospital  of  any  cases  of  small  pox  that 
may  occur  in  the  district. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year  arrangements  became 
effective  for  the  conveyance  to  their  homes  of  patients 
discharged  from  the  Tyntyla  Hospital,  the  vehicle  used  being 
a large  saloon  car  which  had  prevously  been  in  use  in  the 
Surveyor’s  Department  and  had  become  unsuitable  for  the 
heavy  duties  required  in  that  Department.  The  provision 
of  this  service  has  been  much  appreciated  and  was  specially 
useful  in  the  winter  months  and  it  has  obviated  the  necessity 
for  the  patients  to  enter  public  vehicles  immediately  on 
discharge  from  the  hospital. 

The  four  general  hospitals  in  the  district  are  also 
provided  with  motor  ambulances  for  their  own  use  and  the 
St.  John’s  Ambulance  Association  maintain  a motor  am- 
bulance service  for  private  hire  in  the  district  ; the  Associa- 
tion’s local  office  is  situated  at  Pontypridd  and  is  accessible 
by  telephone — Pontypridd  2159. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

No  changes  occurred  in  the  facilities  for  nursing  in 
the  homes  in  the  Rhondda  during  the  year  under  review. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  provision  of  trained 
nurses  under  the  schemes  administered  by  local  voluntary 
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committees  in  co-operation  with  the  County  Nursing 
Association  has  become  established  on  a permanent  basis 
and  the  number  of  nurses  and  their  distribution  enables  the 
whole  district  to  be  covered. 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

The  treatment  centres  and  clinics  utilised  in  the  district 
during  1937  are  set  out  in  the  following  Summary.  During 
the  year,  additional  clinics  were  in  course  of  erection  at 
Ferndale  and  Ynyswen  whilst  before  the  end  of  the  year 
the  re-erection  of  the  Dyffryn  Ffrwd  Clinic  at  Ystrad, 
which  was  burnt  down  some  years  ago,  was  commenced. 
These  new  clinics  will  provide  for  the  needs  of  both  the 
maternity  and  child  welfare  and  the  school  medical  services 
and  financial  assistance  to  cover  the  expenditure  in  respect 
of  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  service  to  be  provided 
was  graciously  granted  by  the  Commissioner  for  the  Special 
Areas  from  the  funds  at  his  disposal.  The  establishment 
of  these  new  clinics  at  Ferndale  and  Ynyswen  will  greatly 
diminish  the  inconvenience  to  which  the  mothers  and 
children  from  the  upper  parts  of  the  Rhondda  Fawr  and 
Rhondda  Fach  Valleys  have  been  subjected  in  attending 
the  clinics  at  Ystrad  and  Ynyshir,  respectively. 
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Sessions — 

Service. 

Situation. 

Wards 

‘ ‘ M ’’ — Morning. 

Served 

“ A ” — Afternoon. 

Bwllfa  House, 
Trafalgar  Terr., 

1,  2,  3,  4 

A. 

Every  Friday. 

Ystrad 

Carnegie  Welfare 
Centre, Trealaw 

5,  6,  7 

A. 

Every  Tuesday. 

(Telephone — 

Whole 

Monday  twice  month- 

Ante-Natal. 

Porth  191). 

District 

A. 

ly  (approx.)  Special 
Clinic  attended  by 
Obstetric  Consultant. 

Ynys  Villas, 

8,  9,  10, 

4 M. 

Every  Tuesday. 

Ynyshir. 
(Telephone — 

and  11 

1A. 

Every  Thursday. 

Porth  71). 

Bwllfa  House, 

(1 

M. 

Every  Friday. 

Trafalgar  Terr., 

! 9 

|3 

M.A. 

Every  Tuesday 

Ystrad. 

M. 

Every  Saturday. 

u 

M.A. 

Every  Thursday. 

Infant 

Carnegie  Welfare 

I5 

M. 

Every  Thursday 

Welfare. 

Centre,  Trealaw. 

M.A. 

Every  Wednesday. 

(7 

M. 

Every  Monday. 

( 8 

M.A. 

Every  Wednesday. 

Ynys  Villas, 

! 9 

M. 

Every  Monday. 

Ynyshir. 

1 10 

A. 

Every  Monday. 

ill 

M.A. 

Every  Friday. 

Birth  Control. 

Carnegie  Welfare 

Whole 

A. 

Alternate  Thursdays. 

Centre,Trealaw. 

District 

Carnegie  Welfare 
Centre,  Trealaw. 

1—7 

M.A. 

Daily,  except  when 

Dental. 

Ynys  Villas, 

Dentist  engaged  on 
School  Inspection. 

Ynyshir. 

■ - . . . ........  -- 

8—11 

M.A. 

do. 

Ophthalmic. 

Carnegie  Welfare  ! 

Whole 

M. 

Every  Tuesday  and 

Centre,  Trealaw. 

District 

Thursday. 

Medical  In- 

Carnegie Welfare 

spection  of 

Centre,  Trealaw.  ! 

1—7 

M. 

Alternate  Saturdays. 

specially  re- 
ferred School 

- 

Ynys  Villas, 

8—11 

M. 

do. 

Children. 

Ynyshir. 

HOSPITALS. 


The  appended  summary  contains  information  regarding 
the  hospital  accommodation  available  in  the  district  in 
addition  to  that  provided  in  the  two  isolation  hospitals 
administered  by  the  Local  Authority. 


No.  of  Beds. 


Institution. 

For  A 

dults. 

Child- 

Total. 

Males. 

Fe- 

males. 

ren. 

Llwynypia  Hospital 

Accommodation. 

(Administered  by 

Maternity  Cases 

22 

the  Glamorgan 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Cases 

14 

County  Council) 

General  Cases 

146 

182 

70 

80 

32 

182 

Treherbert  Hospital  (Voluntary)  

11 

12 

2 

25 

Pentwyn  Hospital(Voluntary)  

11 

11 

2 

24 

Poith  and  District  Hospital  (Voluntary) 

36 

26 

18 

80 

128 

129 

54 

311 

The  arrangements  entered  into  between  the  Council 
and  the  authorities  controlling  the  above-mentioned  hospitals 
include  : — 

Llwynypia  Hospital — 

[а)  Operative  treatment  of  cases  of  chronic  tonsillitis 
and  adenoids  among  school  and  pre-school  children. 

(б)  Treatment  of  non -septic  maternity  cases. 

Trehevbevt  Hospital  and  Pentwyn  Hospital — 

Operative  treatment  of  cases  of  chronic  tonsillitis  and 
adenoids  among  school  children  and  pre-school  children. 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  the  district  is  also  served 
very  largely  by  the  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary,  towards  the 
maintenance  of  which  regular  contributions  are  paid  by 
a substantial  proportion  of  the  local  inhabitants,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  by  the  Council  for  the  provision  of 
orthopaedic  treatment  for  school  children  as  well  as  for 
children  under  school  age,  at  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital, 
Cardiff. 


TYNTYLA  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  facilities  provided  at  the 
Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year  1937.  The 
accommodation  available  by  a strict  adherence  to  the  usually 
recognised  standard  of  144  square  feet  per  bed  would  amount 
to  60  units  but  it  was  usually  found  practicable  to  make 
provision  for  the  following  cases  : — 


Ordinary  Observation 
Beds.  Beds. 

Diphtheria  ......  20  2 

Typhoid  Fever  20  2 

Scarlet  Fever  34  2 


74  6 


After  some  delay  experienced  by  the  Contractor,  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  suitable  craftsmen,  the  erection  of  the 
new  cubicle  block  for  the  treatment  of  women  suffering 
from  puerperal  seqsis  and  for  the  reception  of  persons 
suffering  from  other  infectious  diseases  was  completed 
during  the  year  as  well  as  the  additional  sleeping  quarters 
required  for  the  nursing  staff.  The  equipment  of  these 
two  extensions  was  proceeding  at  the  end  of  the  year  with 
a view  to  their  being  made  available  for  use  early  in  1938. 
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The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  admissions, 
the  number  of  deaths,  and  the  fatality-rate  for  each  disease 
during  the  year  : — 

No.  of  Cases  No.  of  Mortality 


Admitted.  Deaths.  per  cent. 

Diphtheria  102  1 0.98 

Typhoid  Fever  1 — — 

Scarlet  Fever  399  — — 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  4 2 50.0 

Whooping  Cough  1 — — 

507  3 0.59 


The  appended  table  provides  a comparison  for  the 
calendar  year  of  the  mortality-rates  per  cent,  for  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  treated  in  hospital,  with  the 
corresponding  rates  for  home-treated  cases  of  the  two 
diseases. 


D 

Whole 

istrict. 

H< 

T 

( 

Dspital 

reated 

3ases. 

Rest 

trie 

Treal 

of  Dis* 
t (Home 
ted  Cases). 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Cases 

Deaths. 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Mortality  | 
per  cent,  j 

Diphtheria  (including 
membranous  croup)  ... 

110 

3 

2.73 

102 

1 

0.98 

8 

2 

25.0 

Scarlet  Fever 

675 

1 

0.15 

399 

— 

— 

276 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

785 

4 

0.51 

501 

1 

0.20 

284 

2 

0.70 

In  the  two  immediately  preceding  tables  the  deaths 
recorded  are  those  certified  during  1937  as  having  been  due 
to  scarlet  fever  and  cerebro-spinal  fever  respectively,  and 
they  agree  with  the  figures  contained  in  Table  III.  Appendix. 
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The  number  of  patients  admitted  from  each  ward  in 
the  district  in  1937  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Recovered  Cases. 

Fatal  Cases. 

Ty- 

Scar- 

CVbro 

Whoo 

Ty- 

Scar- 

C'r’bro 

Whoo- 

^ard 

Diph- 

pnoid 

let 

Spinal 

ping 

Diph- 

phoid 

let 

Spinal 

ping 

theria. 

Fever. 

Fever. 

Fever. 

Cough. 

theria. 

Fever. 

Fever. 

Fever. 

Cough. 

1 

12 

22 

. . . 

2 

9 

i 

14 

1 

3 

1 

19 

4 

4 

39 

5 

3 

27 

6 

4 

25 

1 

7 

3 

12 

i 

• . . 

8 

26 

42 

9 

7 

34 

1 

10 

8 

82 

’ i 

1 

11 

24 

83 

... 

... 

101 

1 

399 

2 

i 

1 

2 

... 

The  proportion  of  notified  cases  of  diphtheria  admitted 
to  hospital  during  the  year  was  92.7  per  cent,  and  in  the  case 
of  scarlet  fever  59.1  per  cent.,  the  corresponding  figures 
for  the  year  1936  being  98.9  and  79.3  per  cent,  respectively. 

The  recovered  cases  of  diphtheria  were  detained  in 
hospital  for  an  average  period  of  49  days,  with  a minimum 
of  10  and  a maximum  of  151  days,  while  the  scarlet  fever 
patients  who  recovered  were  kept  in  hospital  for  an  average 
period  of  27  days,  ranging  from  a minimum  of  11  to  a maxi- 
mum of  127  days.  The  two  recovered  cases  of  cerebro- 
spinal fever  were  in  hospital  for  15  and  25  days  respectively, 
the  case  of  typhoid  fever  for  45  days  and  the  case  of  whooping 
cough  for  38  days. 

Of  the  three  fatal  cases  the  one  due  to  diphtheria 
died  after  two  days  in  hospital  while  the  two  deaths  from 
cerebro-spinal  fever  occurred  within  three  and  34  days 
respectively  after  admission  of  the  cases  to  hospital. 
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No  material  change  occurred  during  the  year  in  the 
personnel  of  the  medical  and  administrative  staffs  at  the 
hospital,  Dr.  T.  C.  R.  George  continuing  to  be  mainly 
responsible  for  the  medical  care  of  the  patients  while  the 
immediate  direction  and  control  of  the  nursing  and  domestic 
staffs  remained  in  the  hands  of  Miss  J.  L.  McGregor  and 
Miss  E.  By  water  in  their  capacities  as  Matron  and  Assistant 
Matron  respectively. 

The  subjoined  table  sets  out  the  inclusive  cost  of  main- 
tenance at  the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital  throughout  the 
year,  the  rate  per  patient  per  week  being  £2  13s.  8d. 

excluding  and  £3  Is.  8d.  including,  general  repairs,  etc., 
which  amounted  to  £922  16s.  8d.  during  the  year.  The 

first-mentioned  figure  of  £2  13s.  8d.  is  lower  by  2s.  2d. 

per  patient  per  week  than  the  rate  applicable  to  the  previous 
year. 

TYNTYLA  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1937. 


£ s.  d. 

Salaries  and  Wages  2,674  3 5 

Superannuation  336  2 5 

Health  and  Pensions  Insurance  Contributions  51  11  7 

Milk  318  11  9 

Eggs  19  15  6 

Fish  52  19  1 

Vegetables  and  Fruit  133  1 8 

Meat  336  19  7 

Groceries  305  1 6 

Bread  67  1 3 

Drysaltery  (Soap,  Polishes,  etc.)  60  17  1 

Brushes,  etc 5 14  0 

Methylated  Spirit,  Turpentine,  etc 0 13  6 

Crockery,  Drapery,  etc.  9 10  9 

Furniture  Repairs  and  Ironmongery  0 19  2 


43 


STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURE — Continued. 


Stimulants,  Brandy,  etc.  

2 

1 

6 

Drugs,  Instruments,  etc.  

337 

0 

2 

Gas  

103 

18 

10 

Electricity  

103 

16 

3 

Water  

83 

18 

10 

Gas,  Water,  and  Electricity  Repairs  or 

Renewals  8 

2 

6 

Fuel  

367 

8 

9 

Advertisements  

10 

3 

9 

Stationery,  Printing,  etc.  

16 

11 

2 

Postages,  Fares,  Carriage 

8 

2 

8 

Telephone  Charges  

26 

16 

11 

Insurance  

63 

1 

8 

General  District  Rates  

588 

15 

0 

Garden  Requisites  

3 

16 

3 

Chimney  Sweeping 

5 

15 

11 

Ambulance  Upkeep  

58 

7 

5 

Machinery  Repairs  and  Renewals 

5 

6 

10 

Sundries  

6 

17 

3 

6,173 

3 

11 

General  Repairs  

537 

15 

6 

Replacements  of  Equipment  

385 

1 

2 

£7,096 

0 

7 

PENRHYS  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

This  institution,  which  is  situated  on  the  ridge  of  the 
mountain  separating  the  two  Rhondda  valleys,  provides 
accommodation  for  the  reception  of  persons  suffering  from 
small  pox.  The  hospital  has  accommodation  for  14 
patients  according  to  the  standard  of  144  square  feet  per 
bed  but  it  is  capable  under  emergency  conditions  of  accom- 
modating a much  larger  number  of  patients,  together 
with  the  necessary  staff. 
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There  was  no  occasion  for  the  admission  of  patients 
to  this  hospital  during  the  year  but  the  premises  were 
maintained  in  a state  of  readiness  to  admit  any  person  in 
the  district  found  to  be  suffering  from  small  pox.  The 
caretaker  and  family  are  always  in  residence,  the  caretaker 
himself  being  employed  during  the  day-time  at  the  Tyntyla 
Isolation  Hospital. 

The  maintenance  cost  during  the  year  1937  amounted 
to  £253  5s.  lid.  as  compared  with  a total  of  £124  Is.  Od. 

for  the  previous  year,  the  main  items  of  expenditure  being 
£126  15s.  lOd.  on  painting,  £55  for  rates  and  £28  13.  Od 
in  respect  of  wages. 


DISINFECTION. 

The  disinfection  of  infected  articles  of  clothing 
removed  from  houses  in  the  district  was  carried  out  during 
the  year  by  means  of  the  “ Equifex  ” Steam  Disinfector 
installed  at  the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital  whilst  rooms 
were  disinfected  by  fumigation  with  formaldehyde  vapour 
and  in  some  instances  the  walls  and  furniture  were  sprayed 
with  liquid  disinfectants. 

Disinfection  was  principally  done  in  connection  with  the 
occurrence  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  typhoid 
fever  and  after  the  removal  or  death  of  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis. 

Advantage  was  also  taken  of  the  school  vacations  in 
order  to  disinfect  the  blankets  used  in  connection  with  the 
nursery  classes  established  at  most  of  the  infants’  schools 
in  the  district. 


SECTION  III. 


MATERNITY 

AND 

CHILD  WELFARE. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1937. 

Average  for 
ten  years 
1927-1936. 

Rhondda,  per  1,000  births 

65  .. 

75 

122  Great  Towns  

62  .. 

68 

England  and  Wales  

58  .. 

63 

The  term  “ infant  mortality  ” denotes  the  ratio  be- 
tween the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  old 
and  the  total  number  of  live  births  during  a given  period 
expressed  in  relation  to  every  thousand  live  births  during 
that  period  ; in  the  compilation  of  annual  statistics  the 
period  mentioned  above  covers  a whole  year.  During  1937 
the  number  of  live  births  registered  as  belonging  to  the 
Rhondda  was  1,863  and  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  old  during  the  same  period  was  122,  giving 
an  infant  mortality  of  65  per  1,000  live  births;  this 
rate  exceeds  that  recorded  in  the  previous  year  by  eight 
per  1,000  but  is  less  than  the  annual  average  for  the  ten 
years,  1927-1936,  by  ten. 


Contrary  to  the  usual  experience  in  past  years  the 
infantile  mortality  in  the  Rhondda  was  higher  amongst 
legitimately  born  children  during  1937  than  amongst  those 
illegitimately  born,  the  respective  rates  being  66  and  55 
per  1,000  live  births. 


Reference  to  Table  IV.  (Appendix)  shows  that  out  of  the 
122  infantile  deaths  during  the  year  70,  or  57.3  per  cent., 
occurred  within  four  weeks  after  birth,  giving  a neo-natal 
mortality  of  37.6  per  1,000  live  births  ; it  is  also  observed 
that  51,  or  42  per  cent.,  of  the  infantile  deaths  occurred 
within  seven  days  of  birth. 
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Amongst  the  certified  causes  of  death  of  infants  during 
the  year  under  review  prematurity  caused  44  deaths, 
13  deaths  were  classified  as  due  to  atelectasis,  12  deaths  were 
due  to  pneumonia,  8 deaths  attributable  to  convulsions 
and  7 deaths  due  to  bronchitis.  Amongst  the  infective 
diseases,  other  than  pneumonia,  enteritis  caused  four  deaths, 
whooping  cough  caused  two  deaths  and  measles  was  the 
cause  of  death  in  one  instance. 

The  following  table  gives  summarised  information 
bearing  on  infantile  mortality  in  the  district  during  the 
year  ; — 


Table  giving  in  detail  the  information  obtained  by  the  Health  Visitors  con- 
cerning deaths  of  117  children  under  one  year  and  of  84  children  born  dead. 


Deaths 

of  children 

Still-Births. 

under 

■ one. 

Per  cent- 

Per  cent 

Total 

of  Total 

Total. 

of  Total 

Number. 

Cases. 

Number. 

Cases. 

Sex  ( Male 

65 

56 

41 

49 

(Female 

52 

44 

43 

51 

r 0 — 12  hours  

15 

13 

12 — 24  hours 

6 

5 

1 — 7 days  

27 

23 

1 — 4 weeks 

20 

17 

1 — 2 months 

7 

6 

2—  3 „ 

7 

6 

3 — 4 , , ... 

8 

7 

Ages  at  J 

4—  5 „ 

6 

5 

Death. 

5—  6 „ 

6 

5 

6—  7 „ 

3 

3 

7—  8 „ 

3 

3 

8—  9 „ 

2 

2 

9—10  „ 

2 

2 

10—11  „ 

2 

2 

Ill— 12  „ 

3 

3 

Maturity 

Mature 

72 

62 

54 

64 

Premature  ... 

45 

38 

30 

36 

Insured 

* * * 

11 

9 

Not  well  from  birth  ...  ...  *" 

68 

58 

Previously  visited  by  Health  Visitor 

59 

50 

Separated  from  Mother 

2 

2 

Breast-fed 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

38 

33 

Partly  Breast-fed  and  paitly  otherwise 

11 

9 

Bottle-fed 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

25 

21 

Spoon-fed 

• ••  (M  ,,, 

16 

14 

Unfed 

•••  •••  •••  ... 

27 

23 

Bottle 

used. 

.Boat-shaped 

< Tube  

( Boat-shaped  and  Tube 

36 

31 

| 

Cows’  

17 

15 

Milk  J 

Goats’  ...  

Condensed  ... 

5 

4 

1 

, Dried  

30 

26 

Patent  Foods  ...  

... 

... 

Abnormal  number  of  flies  in  house  ... 
Insanitary  condition  of  house 

... 

... 

Overcrowding  

Previous  deaths — 

* * * 

• . • 

1 child  under  one  year  of  age 

6 

5 

3 

4 

2 children  ,,  „ „ 

3 

3 

... 

3 children  „ „ „ 

2 

2 

... 

... 

4 or  more  children  ,,  ,, 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total  number  with  previous  deaths  of 

11 

9 

Infants  under  one  year  

3 

4 

Number  with  1 previous  still-birth  ... 

9 

8 

2 

2 

Number  with  2 previous  still-births  ... 

1 

I 

2 

2 

Number  with  3 previous  still-births  ... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Number  with  4 or  more  ,,  ,,  ... 

1 

1 

... 

Total  number  with  previous  still-births 

12 

10 

4 

5 

Abnormal  condition  of  Mother 

30 

26 

22 

26 

Difficult  birth 

20 

17 

41 

49 

Illegitimate  

5 

4 

3 

4 
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Health  Visiting. — Systematic  records  were  made  by 
the  health  visitors  regarding  1,885  children  born  in  the 
district  during  1937  and  a total  of  18,550  visits  were  made 
to  the  homes,  comprising  13,395  visits  in  respect  of  children 
under  one  year  old  and  5,255  visits  to  children  between  one 
and  five  years  of  age  who  had  not  commenced  attendance 
at  school ; it  may  be  noted  that  2,209  children  under  five 
years  of  age  were  attending  the  Infants’  Departments  of 
the  schools  in  the  district  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  health  visitors  also  handled  over  37,000  appli- 
cations for  assistance  under  the  Council’s  Milk  Assistance 
Scheme  and  over  45,000  applications  for  the  purchase  of 
milk  at  a reduced  rate  for  consumption  by  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

Each  health  visitor  attended  at  the  welfare  centres 
on  at  least  one  day  a week,  when  the  nursing  mothers  and 
babies  from  her  district  also  attended,  and  rendered  any 
assistance  that  might  be  required  by  the  assistant  medical 
officers  ; the  attendance  of  the  health  visitor  at  the 
welfare  centre  also  enabled  her  to  “ follow  up,”  by  subse- 
quent visits  to  the  homes,  the  advice  given  by  the  medical 
officers. 

A summary  of  the  records  made  by  the  health  visitors 
showed  that  approximately  55  per  cent,  of  the  babies  born 
during  the  year  were  subsequently  breast  fed ; this 
proportion  is  lower  than  in  any  previous  year.  In 
contrast,  the  number  of  babies  who  were  entirely  bottle  fed 
represented  38  per  cent,  of  the  total  and  this  proportion 
was  higher  than  in  any  preceding  year.  The  decrease  in 
the  percentage  of  breast-fed  babies  is  partly  due  to  the 
interference  in  the  social  life  of  the  mothers  caused  by 
breast-feeding  and  also  partly  to  the  poor  nutritional  con- 
dition of  many  of  the  mothers  in  the  district,  especially 
those  mothers  whose  husbands  have  been  unemployed  for 
some  time  and  who  therefore  have  not  been  able  to  obtain 
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the  necessary  nourishing  diet  required  for  successful  breast- 
feeding. Though  it  is  claimed  that  the  majority  of  the 
various  forms  of  dried  milk  and  other  varieties  of  infant 
foods,  which  have  been  placed  on  the  market  and  widely 
advertised  in  recent  years,  are  theoretically  equivalent  to 
human  milk  and  safer  than  cow’s  milk  as  at  present  retailed 
it  must  be  emphasised  that  the  value  and  safety  of  these 
foods  depend  on  meticulous  accuracy  in  the  preparation  of 
the  feeds  and  the  maintenance  of  the  vessels  used  in  a state 
of  scrupulous  cleanliness. 

It  will  be  realised  therefore  that  successful  baby  feeding 
by  the  use  of  these  prepared  foods  can  only  be  carried  out  by 
the  application  of  considerable  attention  and  the  devotion 
of  a large  amount  of  time  either  by  the  mother  or  the  nurse. 
Apart  from  the  maintenance  of  the  breast  in  a cleanly  and 
healthy  condition,  breast-feeding  does  not  require  any  of 
the  elaborate  ritual  pertaining  to  the  preparation  of  the 
artificial  feeds,  whilst  its  effects  on  the  mother  and  child 
are  undoubtedly  of  great  psychological  as  well  as  physical 
value,  provided  the  mother’s  diet  is  adequate.  It  is  well 
therefore  that  both  midwives  and  health  visitors  should 
emphasise  the  advantages  of  breast-feeding  during  the  visits 
to  the  homes  in  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  periods. 
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Some  Statistics  relating  to  Diets  and  Modes  of  Feeding. 


Total 

number 

Percent- 

in 

Percent- 

age 

respect 

Percent- 

No.  of 

age 

of  deaths 

of  whom 

ages 

deaths  in 

of 

in  each 

records 

of  the 

each 

deaths  to 

group  to 

are 

total. 

group. 

number 

fatalities 

avail- 

(117). 

in  each 

investi- 

able. 

(1885). 

group. 

gated. 

Breast-fed 

1044 

55 

38 

3.6 

33 

Partly  breast-fed 

90 

4.7 

11 

12.2 

9 

Entirely  bottle-fed  . . . 

708 

38 

25 

3.5 

21 

Spoon-fed 

...  ... 

16 

0.8 

16 

100.0 

14 

Unfed 

27 

1.8 

27 

100.0 

23 

f Boat-shaped 

798 

42 

36 

4.5 

31 

Bottle  1 Tube 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

used  j Boat-shaped 

l and  Tube 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Varieties 

of 

Cows’  ,, 
Goats’ ... 

81 

4.3 

17 

21 

15 

C’densed 

80 

4.2 

5 

6.3 

4 

Milk. 

, Dried 

652 

36 

30 

4.6 

26 

Patent  Foods 

1 

.05 

WELFARE  CENTRES. 

The  clinics  at  the  Carnegie  Centre,  Trealaw  ; Ynys 
Villas,  Ynyshir  ; and  Trafalgar  Terrace,  Ystrad,  were 
utilised  for  child  welfare  purposes  during  the  year  under 
review,  the  respective  number  of  sessions  devoted  to  this 
work  at  these  centres  weekly  being  4,  6 and  6 making  a 
total  of  16  ; at  one  of  the  weekly  sessions  at  the  Carnegie 
Centre  and  two  of  the  weekly  sessions  at  Ynyshir  the  medical 
and  nursing  staff  was  duplicated  in  order  to  avoid  undue 
congestion  caused  by  the  large  attendances  on  these 
particular  sessions. 


The  total  number  of  sessions  held  during  the  year  was 
804  and  the  average  number  of  children  under  five  years  of 
age  who  attended  per  session  was  59. 
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The  number  of  babies  under  one  year  of  age  who 
attended  the  clinics  for  the  first  time  amounted  to  1,307 
whilst  3,883  children  between  one  and  five  years  of  age  were 
also  brought  to  the  clinics  ; the  total  numbers  of  attend- 
ances made  by  the  children  in  these  two  age  groups  amounted 
to  13,573  and  33,703  respectively. 

Though  no  special  post-natal  clinics  have  been  estab- 
lished in  the  district  it  may  be  noted  that  801  mothers, 
who  were  either  nursing  or  had  recently  been  confined, 
attended  at  the  child  welfare  sessions  in  order  to  obtain 
medical  advice 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

The  number  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  who 
received  dental  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  dental  surgeons 
employed  by  the  Council  was  657  as  compared  with  758 
in  the  previous  year  ; in  579  instances  extractions  were 
made  under  nitrous  oxide  anaesthesia. 

The  number  of  nursing  mothers  treated  at  the  Council’s 
dental  clinics  was  144  as  compared  with  173  in  the  previous 
year  ; in  140  instances  general  anaesthetics  were  adminis- 
tered to  enable  the  extraction  of  carious  teeth. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 

The  provision  of  orthopaedic  treatment  was  undertaken 
in  the  course  of  the  year  in  respect  of  nine  children  who 
had  been  referred  from  the  Welfare  Centres.  Two  received 
in-patient  treatment  at  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital, 
Cardiff,  and  five  of  the  remaining  cases  were  provided  with 
appliances  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Visiting  Surgeon 
at  the  Hospital  referred  to.  The  parents  in  each  of  the 
nine  cases  were  deemed  to  be  necessitous  and  the  cost  of  the 
required  treatment  was  therefore  entirely  borne  by  the 
Council, 
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VISUAL  DEFECTS 

The  Council's  part-time  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
(Dr.  J.  W.  G.  Myler)  examined  ten  children  under  five  years 
of  age  who  had  been  referred  to  him  from  the  welfare 
centres  in  the  course  of  the  year  and  in  seven  instances  the 
financial  circumstances  of  the  parents  justified  the  provision 
of  correcting  glasses  at  the  Council's  expense. 


SUPERVISION  OF  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS. 

Ante-natal  supervision  of  expectant  mothers  was  under- 
taken during  one  session  per  week  at  each  of  the  centres  at 
Ynyshir,  Trealaw  and  Ystrad,  and  there  were  in  attendance 
at  each  session  two  lady  assistant  medical  officers  together 
with  the  appropriate  health  visitors  and  clerical  staff. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  these 
clinics  during  the  year  was  1,639,  of  whom  421  had  com- 
menced attending  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  total 
number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  was  4,891  as  com- 
pared with  4,649  visits  in  1937. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  first  visit  of  an  expectant  mother 
to  the  clinic  a complete  record  of  previous  illnesses  and  of 
any  previous  obstetric  history  was  obtained  and  a record 
made  of  the  pelvic  measurements,  the  blood  pressure 
and  the  weight  ascertained  and  the  urine  tested;  at  sub- 
sequent visits  any  abnormal  symptoms  were  investigated 
and  the  blood  pressure  and  weight  recorded  and  the  urine 
tested.  Preparations  containing  iron  or  calcium  in  an 
assimilable  form  were  frequently  prescribed  where  symptoms 
of  anaemia  or  calcium  deficiency  became  recognisable. 

Mothers  who  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  symptoms 
or  conditions  which  were  likely  to  have  a serious  effect  on 
the  course  of  pregnancy  or  parturition  were  referred,  when 
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considered  necessary,  for  examination  by  Dr.  R.  G.  Maliphant 
whose  services  were  engaged  in  a consultant  capacity,  at 
special  ante-natal  sessions  held  at  the  Carnegie  Welfare 
Centre  on  23  occasions  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  seen  by  Dr.  Maliphant 
at  the  special  ante-natal  clinics  during  the  year  was  272 
and  the  average  attendance  per  session  was  15.  The  prin- 
cipal conditions  discovered  amongst  mothers  attending  at 
the  routine  ante-natal  clinics  and  requiring  reference  to  the 
special  ante-natal  clinics  for  specialist  advice  were  : — 

Hyperpiesia  in  56  instances. 

Albuminuria  in  39  instances. 

Disproportion  in  31  instances. 

Oedema  in  30  instances. 

Malpresentations  (excluding  breech) 
in  23  instances. 

Haemorrhage  in  22  instances. 

Heart  Disease  in  18  instances. 

Breech  presentation  in  14  instances. 

After  the  examination  of  each  mother  Dr.  Maliphant’s 
recommendations  were  conveyed  by  letter  to  her  medical 
attendant  and  the  midwife  engaged  for  the  confinement 
was  requested  to  obtain  her  instructions  regarding  the 
conduct  of  the  pregnancy  from  the  medical  attendant. 

Amongst  the  mothers  seen  at  the  ante-natal  clinics 
78  were  recommended  for  admission  to  Hospital  either  for 
the  confinement  or  for  ante-natal  treatment  and  observation 
and  67  were  admitted  to  the  Llwynypia  Hospital  during  the 
course  of  the  year. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  death  from  any  of  the 
diseases  classified  as  “ puerperal  sepsis  ” and  “ other 
puerperal  causes  ” occurred  during  the  year  under  review 
amongst  the  mothers  who  had  attended  on  more  than  one 
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occasion  at  the  routine  or  special  ante-natal  clinics  adminis 
tered  by  the  Council  ; one  mother  who  attended  the 
routine  ante-natal  clinic  for  the  first  time  on  the  day  before 
her  confinement  died,  the  cause  of  death  being  certified 
as  “ Heart  failure  ; confinement/’  whilst  the  remaining 
three  mothers  who  died  had  not  attended  at  the  clinics 
during  the  ante-natal  periods. 

Dental  Treatment. — The  number  of  expectant  mothers 
who  received  dental  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  Council's 
dental  surgeons  during  the  year  was  244  and  general 
anaesthetics  were  administered  by  the  medical  staff  on 
254  occasions  for  the  purpose  of  dental  extractions. 


PROVISION  OF  MILK  AND  MEDICINAL  FOODS. 

Milk  Assistance  Scheme. — -The  supply  of  milk  in 
necessitous  cases  for  consumption  by  expectant  mothers, 
nursing  mothers,  and  children  under  five  years  of  age 
continued  to  form  an  important  part  of  the  Council’s 
approved  arrangements  under  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Act,  1918,  the  main  provisions  of  which  have  now 
been  incorporated  in  Part  VII.  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 

All  applications  for  assistance  under  this  Scheme  are 
investigated  by  the  district  health  visitors  and  are  sub- 
sequently scrutinised  in  the  office  of  the  Health  Department 
and  determined  in  accordance  with  a scale  of  income  pre- 
scribed by  the  Council  for  this  purpose. 

The  quantity  supplied  in  each  instance  is  normally  one 
pint  of  fresh  milk  daily  or  its  equivalent  in  dried  milk  but 
the  medical  officers  at  the  welfare  centres  are  authorised  to 
grant  increased  quantities  in  cases  where  such  a course 
appears  to  be  advisable  on  grounds  of  health.  The  scope 
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of  the  scheme  was  slightly  extended  during  the  year  by  the 
Council’s  decision  to  grant  milk  to  expectant  mothers 
during  the  whole  period  of  pregnancy  instead  of  only  during 
the  last  five  months  as  previously  provided. 

The  number  of  persons  who  received  milk  during  the 
year,  either  gratuitously  or  at  half  cost  price,  amounted 
to  5,905, — 1,254  fewer  than  the  total  for  the  previous  year, — 
and  included  790  expectant  mothers,  481  nursing  mothers, 
2,913  children  under  three  years  and  1,721  children  between 
three  and  five  years  of  age,  the  number  of  separate  families 
involved  being  4,241. 

The  total  expenditure  on  the  provision  of  milk  during 
the  year  amounted  to  £11,772  Is.  3d.,  this  sum  being 
made  up  of  £8,524  Os.  5d.  for  fresh  milk  and 
£3,248  Os.  lOd.  on  the  dried  varieties.  An  appreciable 
saving  was  effected  in  the  expenditure  on  fresh  milk  owing 
to  participation  in  the  financial  benefits  conferred  by  the 
arrangement  sponsored  by  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  for 
the  supply  of  milk  to  mothers  and  children  in  this  district 
at  a reduced  rate,  the  price  payable  by  the  Council  being 
thus  limited  to  2d.  per  pint. 

The  policy  of  obtaining  supplies  of  fresh  milk  under 
contract  arrangements  was  continued  throughout  the  year 
and  made  it  possible  for  the  appropriate  officers  of  the 
Health  Department  to  exercise  regular  supervision  with  the 
object  of  ensuring  the  provision  of  clean  and  wholesome 
milk  and  as  part  of  the  supervisory  arrangements  180 
samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  the  contractors  and  for- 
warded to  the  County  Laboratory  for  examination  and 
report. 

Sale  of  Milk. — In  addition  to  the  milk  referred  to 
above  as  having  been  distributed  under  the  Milk  Assistance 
Scheme  the  sale  of  dried  milk  at  cost  price  was  continued 
at  the  welfare  centres  throughout  the  year  and  the  total 
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value  of  such  sales,  including  amounts  received  for  milk 
sold  at  half  cost  price,  amounted  to  £844  5s.  Od.  The 

sale  of  milk  under  this  arrangement  is  subject  to  the  same 
medical  supervision  as  the  gratuitous  distribution  under 
the  Milk  Assistance  Scheme. 

Cod  Liver  Oil. — The  provision  of  cod  liver  oil  in 
necessitous  cases  for  consumption  by  children  under  five 
years  of  age  on  the  recommendation  of  the  medical  officers 
at  the  welfare  centres  was  commenced  by  the  Council  in 
March,  1937,  and,  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  1;329  children 
were  granted  supplies  under  this  arrangement  at  a total 
cost  of  £92  12s.  4d. 


CHEAP  MILK  FOR  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN. 

The  Scheme  which  was  established  by  the  Council  on 
the  17th  July,  1936,  whereby  milk  is  supplied  at  2d.  per  pint 
for  consumption  by  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  by 
children  under  five  years  old,  was  continued  during  the 
year  1937,  the  cost  of  the  rebate  necessary  to  enable  the 
local  milk  vendors  to  sell  the  milk  at  the  price  stated  being 
met  jointly  by  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  and  the  Commiss- 
ioners for  the  Special  Areas. 

The  arrangements  provide  for  a normal  quantity  of 
one  pint  of  milk  daily  for  each  approved  applicant  belonging 
to  one  of  the  categories  mentioned,  no  inquiry  or  condition 
being  imposed  regarding  the  financial  circumstances  of  the 
families  nor  as  to  the  attendance  of  the  persons  concerned 
at  any  of  the  Council's  welfare  centres. 

The  milk  is  supplied  in  bottles  and  the  source  of  supply 
and  methods  of  handling  in  each  instance  must  be  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Each  application  for  a supply  of  milk  at  2d.  per  pint  is 
subject  to  the  formal  approval  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  up  to  the  end  of  1937  the  total  number  of  persons 
who  had  benefited  since  the  inception  of  the  Scheme 
amounted  to  7,862,  the  number  of  primary  applications 
received  in  the  course  of  the  year  under  review  amounting 
to  2,879  and  embracing  3,311  persons.  The  applications 
are  renewable  monthly  and  the  total  number  of  authoris- 
ations issued  during  the  year  amounted  to  48,399  and  the 
quantities  of  milk  so  authorised  to  1,752,568  pints. 

The  claims  submitted  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board 
in  the  course  of  the  year  for  rebate  on  the  milk  supplied 
to  applicants  under  this  Scheme  as  well  as  in  respect  of 
supplies  by  the  Council  under  the  Milk  Assistance  Scheme 
reached  a total  of  £9,978  14s.  6d. 


TRAVELLING  EXPENSES  OF  MOTHERS  ATTENDING 
WELFARE  CENTRES. 

The  Authority’s  maternity  and  child  welfare  arrange- 
ments include  provision  for  granting  assistance  in  necessitous 
cases  towards  meeting  the  expenses  incurred  in  travelling 
to  and  from  the  welfare  centres  on  the  part  of  all  expectant 
mothers  and  also  on  the  part  of  mothers  accompanying 
their  children  when  specially  requested  to  bring  the  children 
to  the  centres  for  re-examination  at  shorter  intervals  than 
four  weeks.  No  assistance  is  granted  where  the  return  fare 
is  not  more  than  2d.  but  where  the  cost  exceeds  this  amount 
special  vouchers  are  issued  to  entitle  the  holder  to  travel 
to  and  from  the  appropriate  welfare  centre  for  a return  fare 
of  2d.,  the  balance  of  the  fare  being  met  by  the  Council. 
During  the  year  under  review  the  number  of  vouchers 
issued  under  this  arrangement  amounted  to  3,214  and  the 
total  cost  incurred  by  the  Council  was  £49  5s.  Id. 
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In  virtue  of  a concession  granted  by  the  Rhondda 
Transport  Company  all  necessitous  mothers  living  in  local- 
ities from  which  the  ordinary  return  fare  to  the  welfare 
centre  exceeds  6d.  are  provided  by  the  Council's  Health 
Department  with  a voucher  enabling  them  to  obtain  a 
return  ticket  for  6d.  but  the  Council  is  not  involved  in  any 
financial  obligation  in  respect  of  this  arrangement. 


THE  MIDWIVES  ACTS  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 
MIDWIVES. 

Until  the  first  day  of  March,  1937,  the  Rhondda  Urban 
District  Council  undertook  the  supervision  of  midwives 
practising  in  the  district  with  the  exception  of  exercising 
disciplinary  action  under  Section  8 of  the  Midwives  Act, 
1902  ; these  duties  were  carried  out  under  the  delegatory 
arrangements  conferred  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council 
in  pursuance  of  Section  9 of  the  Act  of  1902. 

As  and  from  the  above-mentioned  date,  however,  the 
Urban  District  Council,  by  virtue  of  the  Rhondda  Urban 
(Supervision  of  Midwives)  Order,  1937,  issued  by  the  Minister 
of  Health,  became  the  local  supervising  authorit}^  under  the 
Midwives  Acts  for  the  Urban  District  in  place  of  the  County 
Council. 

The  number  of  midwives  who  notified  their  intention 
to  practise  in  the  district  during  1937  amounted  to  85,  of 
whom  80  were  trained  and  the  remaining  five  untrained. 
Under  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  Acts,  1936,  however, 
14  of  the  above  midwives,  11  trained  and  three  untrained, 
surrendered  their  certificates  and  were  consequently  removed 
from  the  Roll  of  Midwives  before  the  end  of  the  year  1937. 
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During  the  course  of  the  year  the  trained  midwives 
notified  1,674  births  whilst  the  untrained  midwives  attended 
at  69  births,  making  a total  of  1,743  births  ; of  this  total, 
23  births  were  attended  by  the  midwives  in  their  capacities 
as  maternity  nurses  whilst  in  the  remaining  1,720  cases 
they  acted  as  mid  wives. 

Twenty-three  of  the  midwives  who  notified  their  in- 
tention to  practise  did  not  attend  any  confinements  during 
the  course  of  the  year  whilst  the  numbers  of  confinements 
attended  by  the  other  midwives  varied  from  one  to  a 
maximum  of  104  in  the  case  of  one  midwife. 

During  the  year  51  notifications  that  artificial  feeding 
of  infants  had  been  adopted  were  received  from  the  mid- 
wives, the  principal  reasons  for  adopting  this  procedure 
being  on  medical  advice  in  twelve  instances,  insufficient 
milk  in  live  instances  and  depressed  nipples,  condition  of 
the  breasts,  mothers  returning  to  work,  and  objection 
by  the  mothers  in  five  instances,  each. 

Notifications  of  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection 
were  received  from  the  midwives  on  twelve  occasions. 

Inspection  of  Midwives. — The  inspection  of  the  work 
of  the  midwives  was  undertaken  during  the  year  by  Dr. 
Gwladys  D.  Davies,  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  Each  midwife  was  inspected 
at  intervals  of  approximately  three  months  whilst  additional 
visits  were  paid  whenever  the  need  therefor  arose,  especially 
after  the  receipt  of  notices  from  midwives  of  liability  to 
be  a source  of  infection. 

The  activities  of  the  Committee  of  the  National  Birth- 
day Trust  Fund  enabled  a supply  of  Dettol  to  be  available 
for  the  midwives  practising  in  the  area  until  the  end  of  July, 
and  this  provision  was  much  appreciated  by  the  midwives. 
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Midwives’  Fees. — The  Council's  arrangement  for  the 
payment  of  fees  to  private  midwives  in  respect  of  their 
services  in  cases  where  the  family  income  was  within  the 
prescribed  scale,  and  no  maternity  benefit  was  payable 
under  the  National  Health  Insurance  Acts,  was  continued 
during  1937  until  the  1st  November  when  the  Municipal 
Midwifery  Service  became  available  for  all  the  mothers  of 
the  district.  The  arrangement  referred  to  provided  for 
the  payment  of  a uniform  fee  of  30s.  Od.  for  each  approved 
case  and  the  total  thus  paid  in  respect  of  the  ten  months 
for  which  the  scheme  operated  in  1937  amounted  to 
£361  10s.  Od. . as  compared  with  a total  of  £459  for  the 
whole  of  the  previous  year. 

In  instances  where  a midwife  suffered  the  loss  of  a 
midwifery  fee  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  mother  to  hospital 
for  confinement,  in  consequence  of  advice  given  by  a 
medical  officer  at  one  of  the  Council's  ante-natal  clinics  or, 
exceptionally,  by  the  medical  attendant,  a compensatory 
payment  of  15s.  Od.  per  case  was  made  by  the  Council. 
Compensation  was  paid  in  respect  of  78  such  cases  during 
the  year,  the  total  payments  amounting  to  £58  10s.  Od. 

The  accompanying  Table  gives  a summary  of  the 
information  supplied  by  the  midwives  in  the  district  in 
conformity  with  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board, 
concerning  the  causes  calling  for  medical  attention,  dis- 
tinction being  made  between  day  and  night  calls,  the 
groupings  in  the  other  columns  being  in  accordance  with 
the  ward  distribution  of  the  calls  : — 
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Record  of  Sending  for  Medical  Help,  1937. 


Reasons  stated  for  seeking 
assistance. 

Day. 

Night, 

WARDS 

To- 

tal. 

1 

2 

,3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Prolonged  labour 

40 

49 

2 

10 

!» 

2 

14 

12 

6 

21 

7 

4 

6 

89 

Delayed  labour 

32 

37 

1 

2 

2 

4 

7 

3 

— 

11 

4 

21 

14 

69 

Obstructed  labour 

28 

28 

8 

2 

1 

1 

4 

11 

4 

5 

12 

4 

5 

56 

Haemorrhage 

7 

4 

3 

■ — 

1 2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

11 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage 

13 

14 

3 

2 

1 

5 

2 

5 

— 

! 

1 

4 

3 

27 

Post-partum  haemorrhage 

8 

8 

1 

3 

1 1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

7 

16 

Ruptured  perineum 

76 

44 

15 

17 

8 

10 

20 

19 

4 

6 

6 

3 

12 

120 

Adherent  placenta  and  mem- 

branes 

15 

17 

4 

2 

1 

4 

7 

4 

2 

2 

2 

— 

4 

32 

High  temperature  and  rapid 

pulse 

16 

4 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1 

— 

4 

20 

Inertia  ... 

22 

18 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

11 

3 

19 

40 

Malpresentation 

26 

25 

5 

10 

3 

1 

3 

1 

5 

3 

9 

8 

3 

51 

Abnormal  labour 

7 

4 

— 

2 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

— 

— 

1 

11 

Exhaustion 

1 

4 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

2 

— ; 

— 

— 

2 

1 

5 

Placenta  praevia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Eclampsia 

4 

1 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

5 

Condition  of  patient 

21 

14 

1 

6 

1 

5 

1 

— 

2 

4 

5 

2 

8 

35 

Oedema  ... 

12 

4 

2 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

3 

16 

Hysteria 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5 

7 

Abortion  or  threatened  abortion 

18 

10 

— 

3 

1 

2 

4 

3 

— 

4 

3 

4 

4 

28 

Albuminuria 

21 

3 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

15 

24 

Disproportion  ... 

3 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Subinvolution  of  Uterus 

1 

— 

1 

i 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Abdominal  pains 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Condition  of  breast 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

l1 

| 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Haematemesis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

i 

i 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Phlebitis  

2 

— 

1 

— t 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Prolapse  of  Funis 

1 

— 

— 

j 

i 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Sutures 

3 

— 

— 

i 

l 

1 i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Breathlessness  and  giddiness  ... 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Collapse 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

| 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Instrumental  delivery 

1 

, — 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Rigid  cervix 

2 

2 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

Vomiting  

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Post  maturity  

1 

— 

| 

1 

1 

Anaemia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

, — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Hyperpiesia  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Delusions 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Toxaemia 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Purulent  discharge 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Hydramnios  

— 

1 

1 

1 

Death  of  infant... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Stillbirth 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Feebleness  of  Infant  

6 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

2 

10 

Inflammation  of,  or  discharge 

from  baby’s  eyes 

38 

5 

5 

3 

1 

— 

5 

4 

9 

3 

3 

— 

10 

43 
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Record  of  sending  for  Medical  Help—  Continued . 


Reasons  stated  for  seeking 
assistance. 


WARDS. 
1 2 3 4 5 6 


8 910 


11 


To- 

tal. 


Malformation 
Prematurity 
Twins 
Phimosis 
Watery  blisters 
Macerated  foetus 
Condition  of  Infant 
Meconium 
Convulsions 
Jaundice 
Cyanosis 
Asphyxia 


14 

11 

3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 


500 


2j— 

1 


!_ 

l 

l 


—I  i 


339  [7 1 |s0 


30 


47 


100  !80i49 


87 


79  67 

I 


149 


16 

21 

5 

1 


12 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 
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Payment  of  Medical  Practitioners  Fees. — In  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  Acts  fees  amounting 
to  £276  11s.  Od.  were  paid  by  the  Council  as  the  Local 
Supervisory  Authority  to  medical  practitioners  in  the 
district  in  respect  of  calls  for  medical  aid  issued  by  the 
midwives  from  the  first  day  of  March  to  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  amount  of  these  fees  recovered  from  the  persons 
responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  the  mothers  was 
£8  2s.  6d.,  a large  majority  of  the  cases  being  regarded 
as  necessitous  in  accordance  with  the  scale  of  income  laid 
down  for  this  purpose. 


^ CO 


64 


MUNICIPAL  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE  UNDER  THE 
MSDWIVES  ACT,  1936. 

Having  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act 
which  imposes  the  duty  upon  every  Local  Supervising 
Authority 

“ to  secure,  whether  by  making  arrangements  with 
welfare  councils  or  voluntary  organisations  for  the 
employment  by  those  councils  or  organisations  of 
certified  midwives  as  whole-time  servants  or  by  itself 
employing  such  midwives,  that  the  number  of  certified 
midwives  so  employed  who  are  available  in  its  area 
for  attendance  on  women  in  their  own  homes  as  mid- 
wives, or  as  maternity  nurses  during  childbirth  and 
from  time  to  time  thereafter  during  a period  not  less 
than  the  ‘ lying-in-period/  is  adequate  for  the  needs 
of  the  area/’ 

the  Council  decided  to  apply  to  the  Minister  of  Health 
under  Section  62  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  to  be 
made  a local  supervising  authority  under  the  Midwives 
Acts.  This  decision  was  based  on  the  principle  that  a 
closer  co-operation  would  be  obtainable  between  the  whole- 
time midwives,  to  be  appointed  under  the  Act  of  1936,  and 
the  medical  officers  of  the  Council  at  the  ante-natal  clinics 
and  with  the  health  visitors  and  other  officers  in  the  course 
of  the  domiciliary  duties  if  the  Council  were  made  the  local 
supervising  authority  and  were  thus  empowered  to  em- 
ploy whole-time  midwives. 

As  a result  of  the  Council’s  application  the  Minister  of 
Health,  after  consultation  with  the  County  Council,  issued 
the  Rhondda  Urban  (Supervision  of  Midwives)  Order,  1937, 
which  became  operative  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1937. 

Though  it  was  intended  that  the  proposals  for  the 
employment  of  whole-time  midwives  should  become  effective 
not  later  than  the  first  day  of  August,  1937,  the  short  period 
which  elapsed  between  the  first  day  of  March  and  the 
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later  date  proved  to  be  insufficient  for  the  formulation 
of  the  Council’s  proposals  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  pro- 
cedure in  reference  thereto  prescribed  in  the  Act  and  con- 
sequently the  whole-time  municipal  midwifery  service 
did  not  become  effective  in  the  Rhondda  until  the  first 
day  of  November,  1937,  so  that  the  scheme  was  in  operation 
only  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  year. 

The  approved  scheme  for  the  Rhondda  Urban  District 
is  set  out  below,  with  the  exception  that  in  respect  of  that 
portion  of  Gilfach  Goch  which  lies  within  the  Rhondda 
Urban  District,  arrangements  were  made  with  the  County 
Council  for  their  whole-time  midwives  to  attend  upon 
confinements  occurring  in  that  locality. 

Scheme  of  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  Council  under 
the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  for  securing  the  organisation  of  a 
domiciliary  service  of  salaried  midwives  in  the  Rhondda 
Urban  District. 

Whereas  by  Section  1 of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  Local  Supervising  Authority  as  therein  defined 
to  make  provision  for  a domiciliary  service  of  midwives 
adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  administrative  area  of  the 
said  Authority,  and  it  is  provided  that  the  said  Authority 
shall,  after  consultation  with  Local  Organisations  referred 
to  in  this  Section  of  the  Act,  submit  to  the  Minister  of 
Health  proposals  for  carrying  out  its  duties  under  this 
Section  of  the  Act  : 

And  whereas  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  Council  is  the 
Local  Supervising  Authority  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Rhondda  (Supervision  of  Midwives)  Order,  1937,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Midwives  Acts,  1902  to  1926  : 

And  whereas  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  Council  in  pur- 
suance of  the  provisions  of  the  said  Section  1 (2)  of  the 
Midwives  Act,  1936,  have  consulted  with  the  said  Organ- 
isations ; 
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NOW  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  Council  in  discharge  of 
the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  the  said  Midwives  Act, 
1936,  hereby  formulate  the  following  scheme,  viz.  : — 

PART  I.  (GENERAL). 

1.  This  Scheme  may  be  cited  as  the  Rhondda  Urban 
District  Midwives  Service  Scheme,  1937,  and  shall,  save  as 
otherwise  expressly  provided  therein,  come  into  operation 
on  the  1st  day  of  November,  1937. 

2.  (1)  The  Interpretation  Act,  1889,  applies  to  the 
interpretation  of  this  Scheme  as  it  applies  to  an  Act  of 
Parliament. 

(2)  In  this  Scheme  the  expressions  included  in 
Section  10  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  have  the  meanings 
therein  respectively  assigned  to  them. 

(3)  In  this  Scheme,  unless  the  context  otherwise 
requires,  the  following  expressions  have  the  meanings 
hereby  respectively  assigned  to  them,  namely  : — 

“ The  Council  ” means  the  Rhondda  Urban  District 
Council. 

“ Medical  Officer  of  Health  ” means  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  time  being  to  the  Rhondda 
Urban  District  Council. 

PART  II.— ESTABLISHMENT  OF  SERVICE. 

3.  The  number  of  whole-time  midwives  to  be  employed 
under  the  Scheme  shall  be  30,  of  whom  three  shall  be 
designated  as  “ Sister-Midwives.” 

The  number  to  be  appointed  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Scheme  shall  be  25  and  the  remainder  shall  be 
appointed  as  and  when  necessary. 

4.  The  “ Sister-Midwives  ” shall  possess  qualifications 
to  enable  them  to  administer  nitrous  oxide  analgesia  in 


67 


accordance  with  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
and  to  assist  other  midwives  in  addition  to  dealing  with 
their  own  cases. 

5.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall,  in  addition  to 
the  number  of  whole-time  mid  wives  authorised  under  this 
Scheme,  also  be  permitted  to  engage  the  temporary  ser- 
vices of  independent  midwives  practising  in  the  district 
whenever  found  necessary. 

6.  The  distribution  of  the  full-time  midwives  through- 
out the  area  shall  be  as  shown  below,  or  as  may  from  time 
to  time  be  determined  by  the  Council. 

Number  of 
Mid  wives. 

Wards  1 and  2 4\ 

Wards  3 and  4 3) 

Wards,  5,  6 and  7 7 

Wards  8 and  9 4) 

Wards  10  and  11  4^ 
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PART  III.— REMUNERATION,  Etc. 

7.  Scales  of  Salaries. 

The  following  scales  of  salaries  and  remuneration  shall 
be  paid  to  midwives  employed  under  the  Scheme  : — 

(а)  Sister  Midwives. — £220  rising  by  annual  increments 

of  £10  to  a maximum  of  £260. 

(б)  (i.)  Full-time  Midwives  holding  the  Central  Mid- 

wives Board  Certificate  only — £160  a year 
rising  by  £10  annually  to  a maximum  of  £180. 

{it.)  Full-time  Midwives  holding  the  Central  Mid- 
wives Board  Certificate  and  a certificate  of 
general  hospital  training — £180  a year  rising 
by  £10  annually  to  a maximum  of  £200. 

(c)  Temporary  Mid  wives — At  the  rate  of  £160  per  annum 
for  the  period  actually  employed. 


Sister 

Midwives. 

1 

1 

1 

3 
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8.  Allowances. 

{a)  Uniform. — An  allowance  at  the  rate  of  £8  per 
annum  shall  be  made  to  each  midwife  in  whole-time 
employment. 

( b ) Travelling. — (i.)  All  travelling  expenses  incurred 
by  the  midwives  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  will  be 
defrayed  by  the  Council  ; such  expenses  will  be  refunded 
monthly  but  this  arrangement  is  subject  to  reconsideration 
n six  months  after  the  commencement  of  the  Scheme. 

(ii.)  The  travelling  expenses  of  the  Sister- 
Midwives  will  be  refunded  monthly  or  otherwise  provided  for. 

( c ) Telephone. — The  cost  of  installation  and  upkeep 
of  a Post  Office  Telephone  at  the  residence  of  each  midwife 
for  the  purposes  of  her  duties  will  be  borne  by  the  Council. 

(d)  All  equipment,  dressing,  drugs,  etc.,  required  by 
the  midwives  in  connection  with  their  duties  shall  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Council. 

9.  Conditions  of  Appointment  of  Midwives. 

(a)  Sister-Midwives  shall  be  under  35  years  of  age 
at  the  date  of  appointment. 

(b)  At  the  commencement  of  the  Scheme  the  other 
full-time  midwives  shall  be  under  60  years  of  age  at  the 
date  of  appointment  and  have  notified  their  intention  to 
practise  in  the  district  in  accordance  with  the  Rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board. 

(c)  After  the  commencement  of  the  Scheme,  new 
appointments  shall  be  made  from  applicants  possessing  the 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  and  the  Cert- 
ificate of  State  Registration  as  General  Trained  Nurse 
and  who  are  under  35  years  of  age  at  the  date  of  appoint- 
ment, 
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(d)  Married  women  shall  be  eligible  for  appointment, 
but  this  condition  shall  be  reviewed  at  the  expiration  of 
five  years  from  the  commencement  of  the  Scheme. 

(e)  The  mid  wives  shall  be  appointed  subject  to  passing 
a medical  examination  of  a standard  prescribed  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  to  fitness  to  undertake  the 
duties. 

10.  Conditions  of  Service  of  Midwives. 

(a)  The  posts  of  full-time  midwives  shall  be 
“ designated  ” posts  under  the  provisions  of  the  Council's 
Superannuation  Scheme. 

( b ) The  hours  of  duty  shall  approximate  to  an 
average  of  48  hours  in  each  week  and  each  midwife  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  following  off-duty  allowances  : — 

(i.)  one  day  per  week  ; 

(it.)  one  week-end  every  three  weeks,  such  week- 
end to  commence  at  mid-day  on  Friday  and 
end  at  9 a.m.  on  Monday  ; 

(in.)  four  weeks’  holiday  in  each  year. 

(c)  Married  mid  wives  who  shall  be  absent  from  duty 
owing  to  pregnancy  shall  not  be  entitled  to  payment  of 
salary  during  such  absence. 

(i)  Choice  of  midwife. — -Patients  residing  in  the  various 
wards  in  the  district  shall  be  allowed  the  choice  of  a midwife 
from  amongst  those  specified  in  the  respective  groups 
in  Article  6 of  these  proposals,  subject  to  any  deviation 
therefrom  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider 
necessary. 
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[e)  Each  mother  shall  be  visited  daily  for  at  least  14 
days  after  her  confinement  and  at  least  twice  daily  daring 
the  first  three  days  of  this  period  ; additional  visits  must 
also  be  made  whenever  considered  necessary. 

(/)  When  a midwife  in  the  Council’s  employ  is  engaged 
by  an  expectant  mother,  such  midwife  shall  endeavour 
to  secure  the  ante-natal  medical  examination  of  the  mother 
either  by  her  own  medical  attendant  or  at  one  of  the  Council’s 
ante-natal  clinics  and  shall  be  present,  unless  otherwise 
engaged  at  a confinement,  at  the  first  ante-natal  medical 
examination. 

If  the  mother  is  not  attending  regularly  at  the  Council’s 
ante-natal  clinic,  the  midwife  shall  visit  the  mother  at 
least  once  a month  up  to  the  end  of  the  32nd  week  of 
pregnancy.  Subsequently,  the  mother  shall  be  visited 
fortnightly  until  the  end  of  the  36th  week  and  weekly 
afterwards,  or  more  frequently  if  necessary. 

At  the  time  of  the  engagement  the  midwife  shall 
inform  the  expectant  mother  that  a Sister-Midwife  shall 
be  permitted  to  visit  and  nurse  her  when  considered 
necessary. 

In  addition  to  the  requirements  of  the  Rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board,  a midwife  shall  inform  the  Sister- 
Midwife  when  she  is  called  out  to  a confinement,  when 
she  needs  nursing  assistance,  when  she  summons  medical 
aid,  and  of  any  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  mother 
or  child  observed  during  pregnancy,  labour  or  puerperium. 

(g)  In  the  event  of  the  marriage  of  a midwife  after 
her  appointment,  she  shall  cease  to  be  employed  in  a full- 
time capacity  by  the  Council. 

(h)  Each  midwife  shall  collect  the  appropriate  fees 
in  respect  of  non-necessitous  cases  attended  by  her  and 
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all  fees  so  collected  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Councils 
funds  and  the  midwife  shall  not  accept  any  other  fee, 
gratuity  or  material  reward  whatsoever  in  respect  of  ser- 
vices rendered  by  her  to  her  patients. 

(i)  A midwife  employed  under  this  Scheme  in  the 
full-time  service  of  the  Council  shall  not  undertake  the 
nursing  of  any  private  patients. 

(j)  Subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  a Sister-Midwife  may  call  upon  a midwife  to  render 
such  assistance  as  may  be  necessary,  or  to  attend  on  any 
mother  who  has  failed  to  engage  a midwife  for  her 
confinement. 

(k)  The  midwives  appointed  under  the  Scheme  shall 
reside  in  the  districts  allotted  to  them  and  no  midwife 
shall  be  away  from  her  district  during  her  period  of  duty 
without  the  permission  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

PART  IV.— FEES. 

11.  The  fees  to  be  charged  under  Section  3 of  the  Act 
shall  be  as  follow  : — 

(a)  For  attendance  as  midwife  or 

maternity  nurse  during  preg- 
nancy, labour  and  puerperium 30s.  Od.  per  case. 

(b)  A fee  of  2s.  6d.  per  visit  shall  be 

paid  where  a patient  has  engaged 
a midwife  but  subsequently  en- 
ters a hospital  or  nursing  home 
before  or  during  labour,  or 
leaves  the  district  before  con- 
finement. 

(c)  A fee  of  10s.  Od.  shall  be  paid 

for  attendance  upon  each  case  of 
abortion. 
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The  whole  of  such  fee  or  fees  shall  be  be  remitted  in 
necessitous  cases  and  the  following  scale  shall  be  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  necessitousness  : — 


dumber 

in 

Family. 

Whole  fee 
remitted. 

One-third  fee 
to  be  rocovered. 

Two-thirds  fee 
to  be  recovered. 

Net 

Weekly  Income 
per  head . 

Net 

Weekly  Income 
per  head. 

Net 

Weekly  Income 
per  head. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

1 

13  0 

15  0 

16  0 

2 

13  0 

15  0 

16  0 

3 

9 6 

11  0 

12  0 

4 

7 6 

9 0 

10  0 

5 

7 0 

8 0 

9 0 

6 and  over 

6 6 

7 6 

8 6 

In  applying  the  above  scale  any  income  from  the 
following  sources  shall  be  disregarded  : — 

(a)  War  disability  pension  up  to  a maximum  of  £1  per 
week  ; 

(b)  Sickness  benefit  up  to  a maximum  of  7s.  6d.  per  week  ; 

(c)  Allowances  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  and 

the  Unemployment  Assistance  Board  up  to  a maximum 
of  4s.  Od.  per  week  granted  specifically  for  the  provision 
of  supplementary  nourishment  for  a member  of  the 
family  ; 

{cl)  Sixty  per  cent,  of  the  amount  derived  from  the  keeping 
of  lodgers. 

12.  The  remission  of  midwives'  fees  for  attendance 
upon  necessitous  cases  shall  be  limited  to  the  cases  attended 
by  midwives  employed  under  the  provision  of  this  Scheme. 
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PART  V.— MISCELLANEOUS. 

13.  All  mid  wives  employed  by  the  Council  under 
this  Scheme  shall  act  in  accordance  with  the  direction  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  other  officer  of  the  Council 
acting  on  his  behalf. 

14.  The  Council  reserve  the  right  to  amend  or  supple- 
ment these  proposals  as  may  be  considered  necessary  as  the 
result  of  experience  in  the  administration  of  the  new 
service. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


Total  number  of  Deaths  4 

Death-rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 2.15 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  0 

Death-rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  0.00 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  Causes  4 

Death-rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  2.15 


The  term  “ maternal  mortality  ” relates  to  the  deaths 
of  mothers  from  conditions  arising  from  pregnancy  or 
childbirth  and  is  expressed  in  terms  of  the  ratio  which 
the  number  of  such  deaths  bears  to  the  total  registered 
live  births  belonging  to  the  area. 

The  number  of  maternal  deaths  registered  in  the 
Rhondda  during  1937  was  4,  giving  a maternal  death-rate 
of  2.15  per  1,000  live  births  and  2.05  per  1,000  live  and  still 
births  ; the  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year 
were  6.33  and  5.96  respectively. 

It  will  be  observed  that  no  maternal  death  from  septic 
infection  occurred  in  the  district  during  1937,  this  being 
the  first  complete  year  during  which  the  district  was  free 


74 

from  deaths  rom  this  cause ; it  is  probable  that  more  careful 
attention  by  the  midwives  to  the  application  of  antiseptic 
and  aseptic  methods  during  parturition  and  the  intro- 
duction of  the  “ sulphanilamide  ” group  of  drugs  for  the 
treatment  of  puerperal  infection  have  both  contributed 
to  the  reduction  in  the  mortality  from  this  disease. 

Of  the  four  mothers  who  died  from  other  puerperal 
causes  one  death  would  probably  have  been  prevented  if 
the  mother  had  taken  steps  to  obtain  ante-natal  super- 
vision, the  certified  cause  of  death  being  “ eclampsia  arising 
out  of  pregnancy  ” ; it  is  doubtful  whether  the  deaths  of 
any  of  the  other  three  could  have  been  prevented  by  ante- 
natal supervision  as  the  respective  deaths  were  caused  by 
cerebral  embolism,  heart  failure,  and  ruptured  ectopic 
gestation. 

During  the  year  five  women,  who  were  either  pregnant 
or  had  recently  been  confined,  died  but  the  causes  of  death 
were  allocated  to  diseases  other  than  those  peculiar  to 
pregnancy  or  the  puerperal  state,  namely,  chronic  nephritis 
in  two  instances,  and  heart  disease,  pneumonia,  and  in- 
testinal obstruction,  respectively,  in  the  case  of  the  other 
three  mothers. 


BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC. 

A birth  control  clinic  which  was  established  at  the 
Carnegie  Welfare  Centre  at  the  end  of  1935  continued 
in  operation  during  1937,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr. 
Sybil  Morgan,  who  devoted  one  session  on  alternate 
Thursday  afternoons  to  this  work.  The  number  of  new 
patients  who  attended  the  clinic  during  the  year  under 
review  was  197  and  the  number  of  re-visits  to  the  clinic 
was  439,  making  a total  of  636  consultations. 

Of  the  new  patients  who  attended  during  the  year 
163  were  considered  to  be  in  “ necessitous  ” financial 
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circumstances  and  received  contraceptive  appliances  free 
of  cost  whilst  the  remaining  34  were  permitted  to  purchase 
such  appliances  at  cost  price  at  the  clinic. 

Attendance  at  the  clinic  was  limited  to  those  mothers 
who  had  been  specially  recommended  by  the  assistant 
medical  officers  at  the  welfare  centres  or  by  Dr.  Maliphant 
as  the  result  of  examinations  at  the  special  ante-natal 
clinic.  The  principal  conditions  giving  rise  to  such  recom- 
mendations were  : — 


Severe  Anaemia 

in 

60  cases. 

Debility 

in 

39  „ 

Nephritis 

in 

16  „ 

Heart  Disease 

in 

15  „ 

Hyperpiesia 

in 

9 „ 

Frequent  pregnancies  in  

8 „ 

Bad  obstetric  history  in  

8 „ 

Severe  bronchitis 

in 

6 „ 

Tuberculosis 

in 

5 „ 

Malformed  Pelvis 

in 

5 „ 

The  usefulness  of  this  clinic  as  a measure  for  the  pre- 
vention of  maternal  deaths  depends  on  the  proper  selection 
of  the  cases  submitted  for  advice  and  on  the  conscientious 
application  by  the  parents  of  the  advice  and  instruction 
given  by  the  medical  officer  at  the  clinic.  Before  any 
definite  opinion  can  be  expressed  on  the  influence  of  the 
establishment  of  this  clinic  on  maternal  mortality  in  the 
Rhondda  several  years  must  elapse  in  order  that  sufficient 
statistical  information  may  be  available  but  it  is  probable 
that  the  supervention  of  pregnancy  in  a large  number  of  the 
women  who  have  attended  at  the  clinic  would  have  been 
followed  by  considerable  risks  to  their  lives,  with  non- 
survival in  many  instances. 


76 


CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 


1st  jan. 


L JO.il., 

1937. 

2 

2 


31st  Dec., 
1937. 


No.  of  Foster  Parents  Registered 
No.  of  Children  Registered 


2 

2 


The  provisions  of  the  Child  Life  Protection  Clauses 
of  the  Children  Act,  1932,  most  of  which  have  since  been 
re-enacted  in  Part  VII.  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
continued  to  be  administered  by  the  Council,  the  detailed 
administration  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  under  whose  direction  and  supervision  the  Super- 
vising Health  Visitor  acted  as  Child  Protection  Visitor. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  two,  no  change  having  occurred  since  the 
previous  year  in  the  number  of  foster  parents  and  children 
who  were  subject  to  supervision. 

Inquiries  were  made  in  the  course  of  the  year  regarding 
six  other  cases  which  had  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Health  Department  but  it  was  found  that  in  each  instance 
the  circumstances  were  not  such  as  to  require  notification 
to  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Child  Protection  Visitor  made  17  visits  of  in- 
spection during  1937  to  the  homes  of  the  children  whose 
names  remained  on  the  register  and  the  children  appeared 
to  be  healthy  and  well  cared  for. 


Role  of  the  NATIONAL  BIRTHDAY  TRUST  FUND  in 
connection  with  the  Council  s Maternity  Services. 

Largefy  as  a result  of  the  efforts  of  Lady  Rhys 
Williams,  Miskin  Manor,  who  has  taken  an  active  and  sym- 
pathetic interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  mothers  in  the 
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Rhondda,  the  Committee  controlling  the  National  Birthday 
Trust  Fund  continued  to  provide  assistance  in  the  following 
directions  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  in  the  district. 

(1)  The  Trust  continued  to  pay  the  fees  charged  by 
Dr.  R.  G.  Maliphant  for  services  rendered  as  an  Obstetric 
Consultant  when  called  into  consultation  on  necessitous 
mothers  by  medical  practitioners  in  the  district. 


(2)  Until  the  end  of  July  a supply  of  a well-known  dis- 
infectant was  provided  free  of  cost  to  the  midwives  in  the 
district  for  use  during  confinements. 

(3)  A supply  of  foodstuffs  was  provided  by  the  Trust 
with  the  object  of  reducing  the  incidence  of  malnutrition, 
especially  with  the  intention  of  combating  vitamin  de- 
ficiency amongst  necessitous  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 
These  foodstuffs  were  distributed  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  medical  officers  at  the  clinics  and  during  the  year 
the  following  quantities  were  disposed  of  : — 


Marmite,  4oz.  jars  3,209 

Brandox,  8oz.  jars  2,154 

Ovaltine,  9-oz  tins  1,716 

Horlick’s  Malted  Milk,  jars  90 

Bourn  vita,  Jib.  tins  243 

Minadex,  2-oz.  bottles  55 

Prenatalac,  tins  48 

Ostermilk,  No.  2 tins  2,505 

Colact,  tins  969 


From  the  records  available  for  1937  it  may  be  noted 
that  amongst  982  mothers,  who  had  received  the  above 
foods,  nine  were  subsequently  notified  as  suffering  from 
puerperal  fever  or  pyrexia  but  no  fatality  occurred  from 
either  “ puerperal  sepsis  ” or  <f  other  puerperal  causes  ” 
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whilst  one  mother  died  from  pneumonia  about  five  months 
after  the  confinement  ; the  still-birth  rate  and  infantile 
neo-natal  mortality  rates  amongst  the  babies  born  were 
20.2  and  17.3  per  1,000  births,  respectively. 


Amongst  236  other  mothers  who  had  also  received 
ante-natal  supervision  at  the  clinics  but  who  had  not 
received  any  of  the  above  foods  the  incidence  of  puerperal 
fever  and  pyrexia  was  nil  and  no  maternal  death  occurred  ; 
the  still-birth  and  infantile  neo-natal  mortality  rates  were, 
however,  67.8  and  42.4  per  1,000  births  respectively. 

Amongst  965  mothers  who  had  not  attended  the  ante- 
natal clinics  and  therefore  had  not  received  the  foods, 
six  were  notified  as  suffering  from  puerperal  fever  or  puer- 
peral pyrexia  and  three  died  from  “ other  puerperal  causes  ” 
whilst  the  still-birth  rate  and  neo-natal  infantile  mortality 
rate  were  65.8  and  56.7  per  1,000  respectively. 

Though  the  numbers  of  mothers  available  for  compara- 
tive purposes,  as  given  above,  are  small,  the  figures  indicate 
that  the  provision  of  regular  ante-natal  supervision  at 
the  clinics  has  a favourable  influence  on  maternal  mor- 
tality and,  as  far  as  the  figures  for  1937  show,  this  influence 
is  equally  favourable  as  between  those  mothers  who  re- 
ceived the  additional  foods  and  those  who  did  not  receive 
the  foods.  It  is  noted  however  that  the  still-birth  rates 
and  the  neo-natal  infantile  mortality  rates  are  considerably 
higher  amongst  babies  born  of  mothers  who  did  not  receive 
the  foods  The  occurrence  of  lower  still-birth  and  neo- 
natal infantile  mortality-rates  and  the  degree  thereof 
amongst  babies  born  of  mothers  who  received  the  foods 
and  the  absence  of  maternal  mortality  may  be  regarded 
as  of  greater  significance  when  it  is  realised  that  the 
recipients  belonged  to  families  who  were  in  very  poor 
financial  circumstances,  the  majority  being  dependent  on 
unemployment  benefit  or  in  receipt  of  public  assistance. 
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(4)  Up  to  the  end  of  July  a supply  of  sterile  maternity 
outfits  was  provided  by  the  Fund  for  use  by  midwives 
in  attendance  upon  necessitous  mothers  and  during  the 
year  520  outfits  were  distributed 

(5)  The  personal  efforts  of  Lady  Williams  also  made 
available  in  the  district  a small  Samaritan  Fund  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  essential  articles  of  bed-clothing,  etc., 
for  the  use  of  necessitous  women  during  and  after  their  con- 
finements ; this  Fund  was  largely  administered  by  Miss 
Crabtree,  the  Supervising  Health  Visitor,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  a midwife  who,  though  not  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  her  profession,  was  well  qualified  in  undertaking  social 
work  of  this  nature. 


SECTION  IV. 


SANITARY 

CIRCUMSTANCES. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  public  water  supplies  serving  the  district  remained 
unaltered  during  1937,  the  upper  two-thirds  of  the  Rhondda 
Fawr  Valley,  with  the  exception  of  Cwmparc,  being  supplied 
from  the  Council’s  own  system  and  the  remainder  of  the 
district  being  served  by  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda 
Joint  Water  Board. 

Council’s  Supply. — According  to  information  kindly 
furnished  by  Mr.  Elwyn  Jones,  the  Council’s  Gas  and 
Water  Engineer,  the  daily  consumption  of  water  per  head 
of  the  population  supplied  from  this  undertaking  was  17.3 
gallons  of  which  1.6  gallons  was  used  for  trade  purposes. 
The  number  of  new  services  installed  during  the  year  within 
the  area  of  this  supply  was  42  of  which  35  were  for  the 
supply  of  new  houses  erected  at  Llwynypia  and  Ton  Pentre 
respectively. 

As  in  previous  years  the  reports  on  the  analyses  of 
samples  of  water  obtained  from  service  taps  on  this  supply 
stated  that  chemical  examinations  showed  no  evidence 
of  any  organic  contamination  but  on  one  occasion  the 
water  was  of  faintly  acid  ieaction  and  contained  traces  of  dis- 
solved lead.  The  bacteriological  examinations  gave  a 
“ satisfactory  ” result  in  March  but  a sample  taken  in 
June  showed  the  presence  of  the  Bacillus  Coli  in  50  m.l. 
of  the  water  and  was  consequently  reported  upon  as  being 
“ fairly  satisfactory.” 

A preliminary  scheme  for  the  installation  of  adequate 
filtration  and  purification  plant  for  the  treatment  of  all 
the  water  provided  through  this  supply  was  submitted 
to  the  Minister  of  Health  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and 
as  a result  of  an  inquiry  into  the  application  for  approval 
of  the  scheme  the  Council  decided  to  engage  the  services 
of  a consultant  water  engineer  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
and  submitting  an  amended  scheme. 
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It  is  hoped  that  the  installation  of  an  adequate  purifi- 
cation plant  to  deal  with  this  supply  will  not  be  unduly 
delayed  because  the  new  road,  from  Treherbert  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  Neath  Valley,  which  passes  through  a portion 
of  the  gathering  grounds  is  becoming  increasingly  popular 
with  pedestrians  and  tourists  during  the  summer  months 
and  any  serious  contamination  of  the  adjoining  gathering 
ground  may  be  followed  by  extensive  outbreaks  of  water- 
borne diseases. 

The  Joint  Water  Board  Supply. — The  service  provided 
by  the  Board  during  1937  remained  satisfactory  and  no 
complaints  regarding  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  water 
distributed  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

Within  the  area  of  this  supply  two  fairly  large  groups 
of  houses  at  Pontygwaith  continued  to  be  supplied  from 
privately-owned  sources  and  systems  of  distribution  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  summer  months  complaints  were 
received  in  respect  of  the  shortage  of  water  delivered  in  the 
houses  comprised  in  one  of  these  groups.  Representations 
were  made  to  the  Company  owning  the  supply  involved 
and  the  conditions  were  subsequently  improved ; it  is 
probable,  however,  that  the  quantity  of  water  available 
at  the  source  of  this  supply,  has  considerably  diminished 
during  recent  years  owing  to  the  development  of  fissures 
in  the  mountain  side  caused  by  underground  workings 
and  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  in  the  near  future 
to  the  abandonment  of  this  supply  and  the  substitution 
thereof  by  connection  with  the  Joint  Water  Board’s  system. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  main  sewers  in  the  two  valleys  unite  at  Porth 
into  a main  trunk  sewer  which  is  continued,  after  leaving 
the  district  at  Trehafod,  as  a conduit  controlled  by  the 


84 


Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint  Water  Board  and  which 
ultimately  discharges  into  the  Bristol  Channel. 

Improvements  in  the  drainage  and  sewerage  systems 
in  the  district  were  undertaken  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  E.  Taylor,  the  Council's  Engineer,  with  the  welcome 
aid  of  financial  assistance  received  from  the  Commissioner 
for  the  Special  Areas. 

Portions  of  the  main  sewers  extending  from  Pont- 
rhondda  to  Treorchy  and  from  Wattstown  to  Pontygwaith, 
and  covering  lengths  exceeding  four  miles,  were  re-laid  or 
renewed,  whilst  subsidiary  sewers  exceeding  a total  of 
four-and-three-quarter  miles  were  similarly  relaid  or  re- 
newed at  Llwynypia,  Trealaw,  Porth,  Treorchy  and 
Blaenclydach,  respectively. 

Considerable  works  in  connection  with  surface  water 
drainage  were  also  carried  out  at  Williamstown,  Penygraig, 
Pentre,  Tylorstown  and  Mardy  ; these  works  will  secure 
considerable  improvements  in  these  localities  where  houses 
and  streets  have  frequently  been  subjected  to  inundations 
and  damage  by  large  volumes  of  water  flowing  down  from 
the  hillsides  during  heavy  rain-storms. 

Mr.  Taylor  also  pursued  the  work  of  cul verting  the  open 
streams  which  traverse  the  district  and  during  the  year 
under  review  extensive  culverting  was  carried  out  at  Pentre, 
Gelli,  Penygraig,  Trebanog,  Blaenclydach  and  Blaenycwm. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Subject  to  a certain  amount  of  variation  in  the  degree 
of  pollution,  the  two  main  rivers  in  the  Rhondda  Fawr  and 
Rhondda  Fach  valleys  and  the  Rhondda  River,  formed 
at  their  confluence,  continued  to  be  polluted  by  effluents 
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from  collieries  and  more  especially  from  the  coal  washing 
plants  associated  therewith.  The  degree  of  pollution 
varied  in  general  with  the  activities  at  the  collieries  ; for 
instance  it  has  been  observed  that  during  week-ends  the 
rivers  are  comparatively  clear. 

It  is  probable  that  this  form  of  pollution  cannot  be 
satisfactorily  dealt  with  except  on  a regional  basis  embracing 
the  whole  coalfield  so  that  uniform  and  co-ordinated  action 
may  be  taken  by  the  local  authorities  involved. 

The  sanitary  inspectors  exercised  considerable  vigilance 
with  the  view  of  preventing  the  practice  of  depositing 
household  refuse  and  garbage  on  the  banks  of  and  into  the 
rivers  and  streams  ; in  many  instances  warnings  of  the 
institution  of  legal  proceedings  were  given  in  the  event  of 
the  repetition  of  this  practice  and  in  several  localities  warning 
notices  were  posted  on  back  entrances  abutting  on  the 
river  banks.  An  important  step  towards  the  prevention 
of  the  pollution  of  many  streams  by  the  deposition  therein 
of  household  refuse  has  been  actively  pursued  during  recent 
years  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Council’s 
Engineer,  by  the  culverting  of  these  streams  with  the  aid 
of  financial  grants  provided  by  the  Commissioner  for  the 
Special  Areas. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  houses  within  the  Urban  District  un- 
connected with  the  sewerage  system  amounts  to  120. 
Four  houses,  in  Clydach  Vale,  previously  unconnected  were 
connected  to  the  sewer  during  the  year,  one  new  house 
built  in  Dinas  was  provided  with  a patent  sanitary  appliance 
and  two  houses  (one  in  Trealaw  and  the  other  in  Maerdy) 
were  demolished  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
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The  distribution  of  the  houses  remaining  unconnected 
is  shown  in  the  subjoined  table 

Sanitary  District  No.  1 contains  16  unconnected  houses. 

2 „ 7 

3 „ 16 

4 „ 1 

5 „ 7 

6 „ 9 

, „ 7 „ 47 

„ 8 ,,  10 

9 7 

t>  v >>  1 >>  >> 

The  extent  and  character  of  the  means  of  excrement 
disposal  throughout  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  at  the  end 
of  1937  are  set  out  in  the  appended  table,  which  is  a summary 
compiled  from  the  returns  and  reports  furnished  period- 
ically by  the  sanitary  inspectors  : — 


No.  of  Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  (middens, 

cesspits)  47 

No.  of  Privies  with  movable  receptacles  (pails)  32 

No.  of  Water  Closets  (fresh  water,  cistern  flushed)  25,829 

No.  of  Water  Closets  (waste  water)  — 

No.  of  Water  Closets  (hand  flushed)  2,444 


Improvements  undertaken  from  year  to  year  serve  to 
transfer  some  houses  from  the  less  to  the  more  satisfactory 
types.  Thus  during  the  year  under  review  89  houses 
possessing  hand-flushed  closets  were  changed  into  those 
provided  with  cistern-flushed  conveniences.  Six  water 
closets  were  also  provided  for  houses  hitherto  unprovided 
with  separate  conveniences. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  system  of  daily  collection  and  disposal  of  house 
and  trade  refuse,  which  has  been  in  operation  in  the  district 
for  a number,  of  years  continued  unchanged  during  the 
year  1037.  With  the  exception  of  the  small  portion  of 
the  district  situated  at  Gilfach  Goch  the  scavenging  and 
collection  of  house  refuse  was  undertaken  by  direct  labour 
under  the  supervision  and  control  of  Mr.  Eli  Taylor,  the 
Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


About  two-thirds  of  the  quantity  of  refuse  collected 
was  conveyed  to  the  Council’s  Refuse  Destructor  at  Dinas 
where  the  heat  produced  by  its  combustion  was  used  for 
the  generation  of  electricity.  The  remainder  of  the  refuse 
was  deposited  on  selected  sites,  but  more  especially  near 
“ Brynamlwg,”  Tonypandy,  where  a large  and  deep  ravine 
is  being  gradually  filled  and  the  levelled  surface  will  event- 
ually be  suitable  for  use  as  a playing  field. 


According  to  information  obtained  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Mr.  Eli  Taylor,  Surveyor  and  Engineer  to  the 
Council,  the  total  cost  of  the  collection  of  house  refuse 
and  its  cartage  to  the  tips  or  to  the  destructor  amounted 
during  the  year  ended  30th  September,  1937,  to  £20,930, 
including  the  cost  of  dealing  with  scavenging  districts 
1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21, 
22,  23,  24,  25,  26  and  27,  which  were  attended  to  by  the 
Council  by  direct  labour. 


The  total  amount  is  equivalent  to  an  expenditure  of 
14/6  per  house  per  annum  as  compared  with  11/2,  12/6, 
16/2,  21/10.6,  25/1,  20/10.4,  14/7.2,  12/9.2,  13/1.6,  12/-, 
12/2.6,  12/-. 5,  10/5.7,  10/9.9,  11/8.3,  11/3,  12/5.4,  13/11.9, 
12/10.9,  and  13/11.8  for  the  years  1916-17  to  1935-36  res- 
pectively. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a re-arrangement  of  the 
urban  area,  for  the  purpose  of  sanitary  administration,  into 
nine  sub-districts,  was  brought  into  effect.  In  previous 
years  the  area  had  been  divided  into  six  sub-districts,  each 
under  the  supervision  of  a sanitary  inspector,  whilst  three 
additional  sanitary  inspectors  devoted  practically  the  whole 
of  their  time  to  routine  housing  inspection.  Under  the 
new  arrangement  a separate  district  has  been  allotted  to 
each  of  the  nine  sanitary  inspectors  employed  by  the 
Council  and  each  sanitary  inspector,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  assumed  responsibility 
for  the  sanitary  and  housing  administration  in  his  district. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  re-arrangement  will  lead  to  greater 
efficiency  in  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  area  as 
each  sanitary  inspector  has  a smaller  district  to  supervise 
and,  more  particularly,  it  is  hoped  that  the  following-up  of 
statutory  notices  requiring  the  repair  of  houses  will  be 
intensified  so  that  better  results  will  be  obtained  in  this 
direction. 

As  shown  in  the  following  summary,  the  number  of 
inspections  and  re-inspections  made  by  the  district  sanitary 
inspectors  during  the  year  amounted  to  41,951. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  Work  during  1937. 


Inspections  under  the  Housing  and  Public 

Health  Acts  5,000 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  investigated  854 

Revisits  to  infected  Houses,  including  Disin- 
fections   2,759 

Visits  to  : — 

Unabated  Nuisances  and  Unremedied  De- 
fects   18,500 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  1,179 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION — Continued. 

Visits  to 

Slaughterhouses  2,494 

Bakehouses  382 

Common  Lodging-houses  69 

Ice  Cream  Vendors  119 

Fried  Fish  Shops  134 

Factories  and  Workshops  527 

New  Buildings  (Drains  of)  T. 77 

Scavenging  Depots  1,612 

Re  Waste  water  275 

Back  lanes  1,058 

Piggeries  180 

Interviews  1,679 

Overcrowding  Surveys  5,053 


Total  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  41,951 

House  Inspection  : — 

Preliminary  Notices  served  3,837 

Warning  Notices  served  43 

Statutory  Notices  served  3,017 

Work  done  without  notice  653 

Notices  complied  with  : — 

Preliminary  880 

Statutory  954 

New  Buildings  Certified  39 

Drain  Connections  : — 

No.  of  connections  made  17 

No.  of  Houses  connected  38 

Total  houses  connected  to  date  28,749 

Total  houses  unconnected  to  date  120 

Meat  destroyed  lbs.  20,517 

Meat  Offal  destroyed  lbs.  13,996 

Other  Foods  destroyed lbs.  5,927 

During  the  year  3,880  informal  notices  and  3,017 
statutory  notices  were  served  relating  to  nuisances,  house 
repairs,  and  contravention  of  byelaws,  and  during  the  same 
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period  work  was  carried  out  in  653  instances  without  the 
service  of  notice,  in  880  instances  following  informal  notices, 
and  in  954  instances  after  the  serving  of  statutory  notices. 
These  figures  include  the  work  covered  by  the  table  on 
Housing  Statistics. 

Legal  proceedings  against  two  owners,  involving  three 
houses,  were  concluded  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  (see 
page  111). 

The  revised  procedure  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1937, 
and  enabled  the  Council  to  deal  with  drains  serving  two  or 
more  houses  by  a combined  operation  as  public  sewers,  the 
cost  of  maintenance  of  which  is  borne  by  the  owners  in- 
volved, has  already  proved  an  advantage  in  dealing  with 
defective  or  obstructed  drains  in  cases  where  under  the 
previous  arrangement  one  or  more  of  the  many  owners 
involved  might  have  refused  to  co-operate  with  the  other 
owners  in  arranging  and  paying  for  the  necessary  work. 
Since  the  operation  of  the  new  arrangement  in  December, 
five  such  drains  (formerly  known  as  combined  drains), 
involving  forty-six  houses,  were  referred  to  the  Council’s 
Surveyor  whose  Department  undertakes  the  necessary 
work. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

There  are  292  premises  in  the  district  which  are  con- 
trolled by  Byelaws,  Regulations  or  Orders,  a reduction  of 
25  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  greatest  re- 
duction being  in  the  number  of  bakehouses.  The  number 
and  character  of  the  premises  referred  to  are  given  in  the 
detailed  summary  below.  In  addition  to  the  above  there  are 
45  premises  from  which  milk  is  sold  only  in  sealed  and 
unopened  bottles,  and  23  premises  (Milk  Shops)  where 
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milk  is  sold  only  for  consumption  on  the  premises,  both 
these  categories  being  exempt  from  registration  as  dairies. 
(See  “ Milk  ”,  page  122). 

Detailed  Summary  of  Premises  subject  to  Byelaws,  Regu- 
lations or  Orders  and  requiring  periodical  inspection. 


Description. 

Sanit 

;arv  ’ 

Districts. 

To- 

tal. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Bakehouses  

13 

15 

10 

11 

8 

11 

11 

4 

15 

98 

Cowsheds 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

22 

Dairiss  and  Milk  shops 

20 

23 

16 

16 

17 

14 

13 

14 

17 

150 

Common  Lodging 
Houses 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Slaughter  Houses 

I 

3 

2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

14 

Offensive  Trades 

- 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Totals 

38 

42 

35 

31 

30 

30 

28 

22 

36 

292 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

It  is  not  considered  that  any  of  the  houses  in  the 
district  are  of  the  nature  to  require  application  to  them  of 
byelaws  made  under  Section  90  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875.  This  section  was  repealed  in  the  course  of  the  year 
and  the  corresponding  provisions  are  now  covered  by 
Section  6 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Two  rag  and  bone  businesses  are  established  in  Trealaw, 
with  the  written  consent  of  the  Council  under  Section  112 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  superseded  during  the  year 
by  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

The  number  of  registered  common  lodging-houses  in 
the  district  was  reduced  in  the  course  of  the  year  to  four, 
three  at  Ystrad  and  one  at  Dinas,  with  a total  accommo- 
dation for  145  persons,  the  Old  Dinas  Colliery  Offices  having 
been  discontinued  as  a common  lodging-house. 

Frequent  periodical  visits  were  paid  to  the  common 
lodging-houses  by  Inspectors  D.  J.  Owen  and  Gwilym 
Griffiths,  in  whose  districts  the  lodging-houses  were  situated, 
and,  as  occasion  arose,  by  Senior  Inspector  T.  Osborne 
and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  total  visits  paid 
by  the  two  district  inspectors  concerned  amounted  to  69 
during  the  year. 

Speaking  generally  the  premises  were  found  to  be 
conducted  satisfactorily.  No  complaint  was  received 
during  the  year,  nor  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal 
action  respecting  any  one  of  the  houses  concerned.  All 
the  houses  are  registered  for  a period  of  twelve  months,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Rhondda  Urban 
District  Council  Act,  1905.  The  necessity  of  renewing 
periodically  the  registration  of  their  premises  doubtlessly 
serves  as  an  additional  controlling  influence  over  the 
keepers,  and  a similar  provision  has  been  made  in  Section  238 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

List  of  Common  Lodging-houses  in  the  district. 


A uthorised 

Situation  of  Premises.  No.  of  Lodgers 

120  William  Street,  Ystrad  42 

126  William  Street,  Ystrad  19 

1 Gelligaled  Road,  Ystrad  11 

Old  Brithweunydd  Hotel,  Dinas  73 


Total  Accommodation  ......  145 
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SHOPS. 


Number  of  Shops  in  the  district  in  1936  2,210 

New  Shops  established  in  1937  155 

Shops  removed  from  Register  in  1937  195 

Net  decrease  of  Shops  in  1937  40 

Number  of  Shops  in  district  in  1937  2,170 

Number  of  Shops  subject  to  a Local  Closing  Order  973 
N umber  of  Shops  in  which  Assistants  are  employed  941 

Number  of  Shops  exempted  from  Weekly  Half- 

Holiday  Order  1,026 

Number  of  Shops  exempted  from  Weekly  Half- 
Holiday  Order  and  in  which  Assistants  are 

employed  . 406 

Number  of  Assistants  in  exempted  Shops  641 

Number  of  Shops  and  other  premises  or  businesses 
in  which  Young  Persons  are  employed  other 

than  as  Shop  Assistants  321 

Number  of  Young  Persons  employed  other  than  as 

Shop  Assistants  403 

Legal  Proceedings  taken  under  Shops  Acts  during 

1937  32 


The  number  of  shops  remaining  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  1937  amounted  to  2,170  as  compared  with  a total 
of  2,210  for  the  previous  year.  155  new  businesses  were 
established  and  195  shops  removed  from  the  register  with 
a resulting  net  reduction  of  40  shops  during  the  year,  the 
class  of  business  mainly  affected  being  confectioners’  and 
bread  dealers’  shops,  which  had  diminished  by  10.  There 
was  also  a reduction  of  47  in  the  number  of  assistants 
employed  in  shops,  the  total  of  2,125  at  the  end  of  the  year 
comprising  1,221  males  and  904  females,  25.6  per  cent, 
of  the  former  and  27.1  per  cent  of  the  latter  being  under 
18  years  of  age. 

In  addition  to  the  2,125  assistants  employed  in  shops 
there  were  403  young  persons  under  18  years  of  age  who, 


94 


although  not  ordinarily  classifiable  as  shop  assistants,  were 
employed  in  circumstances  which  rendered  their  conditions 
of  service  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934, 
which  is  mainly  concerned  with  the  hours  of  employment 
of  young  persons  who  are  employed  in  or  about  the  business 
of  wholesale  or  retail  shops  or  elsewhere  in  connection  with 
wholesale  or  retail  business,  and  with  the  arrangements  in 
shops  and  warehouses  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
workers  employed  therein. 

The  detailed  administration  of  the  Shops  Acts  in  the 
district  continued  to  devolve  upon  the  two  shops  inspectors 
who  devoted  practically  the  whole  of  their  time  to  this 
work.  Early  in  1937  these  two  inspectors  were  appointed 
as  part-time  sanitary  inspectors  under  the  Sanitary  Officers’ 
(Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935,  this  course  having 
been  adopted  in  order  to  enable  the  inspectors  to  take 
action  in  respect  of  those  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934, 
in  regard  to  ventilation,  temperature  and  sanitary  con- 
veniences, which  are  enforceable  by  the  Council  as  a Sanitary 
Authority. 

The  following  summary  provides  information  as  to 
the  main  activities  of  the  two  inspectors  during  the  year  : — 


Observation  Duty — Number  of  hours  2,537 

Visits  to  Shops — 

Primary  routine  inspections  1,560 

Re-inspections  2,006 

Regarding  hours  of  employment,  meal 

times,  etc.  2,550 

For  Deregistration  144 

Regarding  unsound  Food  3 

Other  visits  871 

Number  of  warnings  given  644 

Number  of  attendances  at  Police  Courts  ......  36 
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In  the  course  of  the  1,560  primary  routine  inspections 
carried  out,  a complete  survey  was  made  of  the  sanitary 
and  other  conditions  obtaining  in  the  shops  and  in  117 
instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  preliminary 
notices  upon  the  responsible  persons  in  accordance  with 
Section  10  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  the  number  of  defects 
embraced  by  such  notices  amounting  to  139. 


Below  is  given  a statement  giving  details  of  the  defects 
discovered  as  well  as  of  the  number  reported  as  being 
remedied  during  the  year  but  in  the  latter  connection  it 
should  be  noted  that  in  some  instances  the  remedial 
works  were  carried  out  in  response  to  notices  served 
prior  to  1937. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Nature  of  Defect. 

Discovered 

during 

1937. 

Remedied 

during 

1937. 

Failure  to  provide  and  maintain  suitable 
and  sufficient — 

Means  of  ventilation 

2 

Means  of  providing  a reasonable 
temperature 

44 

20 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 
Not  provided 

20 

8 

Not  maintained 

34 

17 

Means  of  lighting 

— 

Washing  facilities 

41 

11 

Facilities  for  the  taking  of  meals 

Total  number  of  defects  

139 

58 

Number  of  shops  involved  

117 

52 

No  application  was  received  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  under  Section  10(6)  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  for  a 
certificate  of  exemption  from  the  obligation  to  provide 
and  maintain  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences 
and  washing  facilities  respectively  for  the  use  of  persons 
employed  in  or  about  a shop. 
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The  provisions  of  the  Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Re- 
striction) Act,  1936,  which  came  into  effect  on  the'  1st 
January,  1937,  have  imposed  additional  obligations  upon 
the  responsible  officers  of  the  Council  and  has  necessitated 
some  amount  of  Sunday  duty  for  the  purpose  of  exercising 
the  necessary  supervision.  Although  the  Act  legalises 
Sunday  trading  to  a far  greater  extent  than  was  previously 
permitted  it  has  not  been  observed  that  there  has  in  fact 
been  any  large-scale  increase  in  the  extent  to  which  the  shops 
in  the  district  are  kept  open  for  the  serving  of  customers 
on  Sundays. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  32  offences  against  the  Shops  Acts  and  the  Orders 
made  thereunder,  fines  being  imposed  in  22  instances, 
four  defendants  being  discharged  on  payment  of  costs 
and  six  cases  being  dismissed,  the  total  amount  of  fines  and 
costs  imposed  amounted  to  £15  18s.  6d.  Nineteen  of  the 
cases  arose  from  failure  to  comply  with  the  prescribed 
closing  hours  for  shops,  three  from  employment  of  assistants 
on  the  weekly  half-holiday,  nine  from  the  employment 
of  young  persons  in  excess  of  the  maximum  weekly  hours 
or  beyond  the  time  stipulated  in  the  1934  Act  and  one  case 
from  failure  to  exhibit  the  required  notice  regarding  the 
hours  of  employment  of  young  persons. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  total  number  of  workshops  and  workplaces  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  1937  amounted  to  708,  compared  with 
766  recorded  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  The  Sanitary 
Inspectors  undertake  the  routine  inspections  required  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
and  paid  471  visits  for  this  purpose  during  the  year.  In 
addition  438  visits  were  made  to  the  117  factories  within 
the  district.  Two  defects  were  discovered  and  one 
remedied  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  subjoined  tables,  including  those  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  afford  statistical  information  re- 
garding the  trades  carried  on  at  the  workshops  and  work- 
places in  the  district,  the  inspections  made  during  the 
year,  the  defects  found  and  the  result  of  action  taken  in 
connection  therewith. 


Factories  in  the  Rhondda  in  Wards. 


To- 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

tal. 

Aerated  Waterworks 

2 

1 

3 

Bakers 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

— 

1 

6 

27 

Blacksmiths 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Bootmakers 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

15 

Breweries  

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Carpenters 

— 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

15 

Chaff  Cutting 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Clothes  Cleaners  

JL 

1 

Coachmakers 

1 

1 

Gas  Works 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Ice  Works 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ironfounders 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Milk  Pasteurising 

1 

Plant  

1 

1 

Motor  Repairs 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Prepared  Meats  

— 

3 

2 

— 

1 

l 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Printers 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

12 

Saw  Mills  

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Wagon  Works 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Undertakers 

1 

1 

Totals 

8 

12 

17 

7 

12 

15 

10 

17 

3 

2 

14 

117 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  in  the  Rhondda  in  Wards 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

tal. 

Bakers 

6 

15 

4 

5 

7 

6 

4 

9 

4 

1 2 

9 

71 

Barbers  ... 

16 

12 

8 

7 

8 

9 

3 

8 

5 

4 

5 

85 

Blacksmiths 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Bootmakers 

14 

13 

5 

7 

7 

3 

9 

9 

4 

4 

7 

82 

Bottling  Stores  . . . 

1 

... 

... 

2 

3 

Carpenters 

11 

11 

7 

6 

3 

4 

8 

8 

5 

3 

5 

71 

Clothes  repairers 

... 

1 

1 

... 

2 

Cycle  Repairers 

18 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

*2 

1 

10 

Dressmakers 

5 

4 

5 

6 

1 

6 

2 

7 

8 

7 

69 

Dressmakers  and 

3 

9 

3 

... 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

18 

Milliners  (com- 
bined) ... 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

14 

8 

5 

7 

9 

9 

13 

12 

9 

6 

11 

103 

Glaziers  ... 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

17 

Jewellers 

2 

3 

1 

2 

... 

4 

1 

2 

1 

3 

19 

Laundries 

1 

1 

... 

. . • 

1 

3 

Milliners 

6 

3 

6 

3 

2 

5 

7 

4 

♦ . • 

5 

41 

Monumental 

2 

4 

. . • 

i 

1 

8 

Masons  ... 

Motor  Repair 

2 

2 

1 

... 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

... 

13 

Picture  Framers 

1 

1 

. . . 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Photographers  . . . 

1 

i 

... 

1 

1 

1 

i 

6 

Plumbers 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

19 

Quarries 

... 

2 

. . . 

3 ! 

1 

6 

Saddlers 

1 

1 

... 

i 

2 

2 

1 

... 

8 

Sweetmakers 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

• . • 

• . • 

1 

Tailors  

2 

1 

6 

3 

2 

3 

3 

4 

2 

4 

30 

Tinmen  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

• . . 

. . • 

4 

Upholsterers 

2 

i 

1 

... 

4 

Wagon  Repairers 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Totals 

85 

102 

73 

52 

50 

63 

65 

73 

47 

34 

64 

708 
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Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  1937. 


Number  of 

PREMISES. 

(1) 

1 

Inspec- 

tions. 

(2)  | 

' 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

(4) 

Factories — 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

438 

i 

Workshops — 

(including  Workshop  Laundries) 

471 

... 

Totals 

909 

1 

- 

... 

102 


Defects  found  in  Factories  and  Workshops,  1937, 


Number  of 
Defects. 

CO 

cl 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
h.m.  Insp'tor 

No.  of 
Prosecutioi 

(1)  s 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

... 

... 

... 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Overcrowding 



... 

... 

... 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Other  Nuisances 



1 

... 

... 

... 

"Insufficient 

... 

... 

Sanitary 

Accommodation 

Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

Mi 

Not  separate  for 
. sexes 

... 

... 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act:— 

Illegal  occupation  of  Underground 
Bakehouses  (s.  101)  

... 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Offences:— 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out- 
work) ...‘  ...  

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

2 

1 

... 

N.B. — OUTWORKERS. — As  no  outworkers  engaged  on  unwhole- 
some premises  were  discovered  during  the  year,  the 
Home  Office  Table  relating  thereto  has  not  been  re- 
produced in  this  Report. 
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RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  192& 

Although  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
authorities  controlling  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  the  analysis  of  samples  of  rag  flock 
which  may  be  used  for  commercial  purposes  in  this  district 
no  occasion  arose  for  submitting  any  samples  to  the  Labora- 
tory during  the  year  under  review. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

During  the  year  under  review,  frequent  observations 
were  made  on  chimney  stacks  pertaining  to  collieries  and 
business  premises  in  the  district  to  ensure  compliance  with 
the  byelaw  prescribing  : — 

“ that  the  emission  of  black  smoke  for  a period  of 
two  minutes  in  the  aggregate  within  any  continuous 
period  of  thirty  minutes  from  any  one  chimney  in  a 
building  other  than  a private  dwelling-house  shall, 
until  the  contrary  is  proved,  be  presumed  to  be  a 
nuisance.” 

which  the  Council  has  rendered  operative  under  the  prov- 
isions of  Section  2 of  the  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement) 
Act,  1926. 

On  one  occasion  contravention  of  this  byelaw  was 
observed  in  respect  of  smoke  emitted  from  a colliery  stack 
at  Porth  and  the  attention  of  the  colliery  company  was 
drawn  thereto.  No  further  contraventions  of  the  byelaw 
were  observed  and  complaints  regarding  the  emission  of 
gritty  particles  from  the  same  stack  were  fewer  during  the 
year  though  it  was  obvious  that  the  installation  of  new 
furnaces  and  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  “ balanced 
draught  ” for  controlling  combustion  therein  had  not 
resulted  in  the  complete  abatement  of  the  annoyance  and 
inconvenience  caused  to  householders  and  tradesmen  by 
the  deposit  of  the  unconsumed  gritty  particles  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  stack. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

Four  public  open-air  swimming  pools  have  been  con- 
structed in  the  district,  namely,  those  situated  at  the  Gelli- 
galed  Park,  Ystrad ; Bronwydd  Park,  Porth  ; Darran 
Park,  Ferndale ; and  in  the  Park  at  Treherbert  ; the 
three  last-mentioned  pools  were  constructed  with  the  aid  of 
financial  assistance  graciously  provided  b}'  the  Commissioner 
for  the  Special  Areas,  whilst  the  first-mentioned  pool  was 
erected  by  the  Council  with  the  aid  of  a loan.  All  these 
pools  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  public  water  supplies 
and  during  the  bathing  season  the  water  is  purified  by 
coagulation,  sand  filtration  and  chlorination  together  with 
the  addition  of  ammonia  when  necessary.  The  process  of 
purification  enabled  the  circulation  of  all  the  water  con- 
tained in  the  pools  through  the  respective  purification 
plants  during  periods  varying  between  six  and  eight  hours. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  the  checking  of  effective 
chlorination  of  the  water  by  the  application  of  colorimetric 
tests  whilst  periodically  samples  of  water  from  the  pools 
were  also  subjected  to  bacteriological  tests.  The  pools 
have  been  extensively  patronised  by  the  younger  members 
of  the  public  during  the  summer  months  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  instruction  in  swimming  of  large  numbers 
of  children  from  the  schools  situated  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  pools.  Each  pool  was  supervised  by  a manager, 
possessing  certificates  of  proficiency  in  swimming,  first-aid, 
and  life  saving,  together  with  an  appropriate  number  of 
assistants.  During  the  year  under  review  no  serious 
untoward  incidents  occurred  in  the  pools  and  no  instances 
of  infectious  or  contagious  diseases  contracted  thereat  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department. 

In  addition  to  the  above  publicly-owned  swimming 
pools,  an  open-air  swimming  pool,  situated  in  the  Park  at 
Wattstown,  has  been  in  existence  for  a number  of  years. 
This  pool  was  constructed  under  the  auspices  of  the  author- 
ities controlling  the  Miners'  Welfare  Fund  and  is  supplied 
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with  water  from  a small  reservoir  situated  on  the  slopes 
of  the  adjoining  mountain,  the  water  in  the  pool  being 
maintained  in  a fairly  satisfactory ‘state  of  purity  by  fre- 
quent emptying  and  re-filling  with  clean  water.  The  use 
of  this  pool  is  limited  to  persons  entitled  to  participate 
in  the  recreational  activities  organised  under  the  Miners’ 
Welfare  Fund  and  therefore  the  numbers  of  bathers  were 
small  as  compared  with  those  utilising  the  other  public 
swimming  pools. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  one  Council  house  and 
eleven  privately-owned  houses  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  bed  bugs  and  steps  were  taken  to  secure  the  disin- 
festation of  these  houses.  As,  in  mosc  instances,  the  in- 
festation was  not  heavy,  eradication  was  successfully  ob- 
tained by  thorough  washing  of  the  infested  walls  with 
soap  or  soda  and  hot  water  and  fumigation  ; stripping  off 
of  wall-paper  was  also  carried  out  when  necessary  and  the 
blow  lamp  was  used  in  seven  instances  ; spraying  of  the 
infested  articles  and  walls  with  Zaldecyde  fluid  was  also 
carried  out  in  one  instance.  No  special  measures  were 
taken  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of  tenants  were  free 
from  vermin  before  removal  to  council  houses  apart  from 
the  care  taken  in  the  selection  of  the  tenants  ; tenants  who 
removed  to  Council  houses  from  cellar  dwellings  destroyed 
removable  infested  articles  rather  than  transfer  them  to 
the  new  houses.  The  work  of  disinfestation  was  carried 
out  by  the  owners  under  the  supervision  and  guidance  of 
Sanitary  Inspectors  who  also  gave  advice  to  tenants  and 
others  regarding  the  prevention  of  re-infestation. 

$ 

J 
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RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION  ACT),  1919. 

Although  the  Council  is  responsible  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  above  Act  it  has  not  been  considered  necessary 
to  appoint  a specialist  officer  to  carry  out  the  duties  im- 
posed by  the  Act  inasmuch  as  the  inquiries  made  from  time 
to  time  have  not  disclosed  that  there  is  any  widespread 
infestation  of  premises  in  the  district  by  rats  and  mice. 
The  local  colliery  companies  and  other  owners  of  granaries 
and  other  food  stores  in  the  district  take  active  measures 
to  control  and  reduce  the  rat  infestation  of  their  premises 
while  the  Council’s  sanitary  inspectors  deal  with  any  com- 
plaints received  and  take  action  whenever  necessary  in 
this  connection. 


PUBLIC  MORTUARY. 

As  a reult  of  a grant  promised  by  the  Commissioner 
for  the  Special  Areas,  the  Council  were  enabled  to  erect  a 
mortuary  and  post-mortem  block  at  Oakland  Terrace, 
Ferndale,  on  a site  adjoining  that  occupied  by  the  new 
welfare  centre  and  clinic. 

The  building  was  erected  at  a cost  of  £1,256  and  the 
accommodation  provided  includes  a receiving  room,  viewing 
room,  surgeon’s  room  and  post-mortem  examination  room 
together  with  the  necessary  conveniences.  The  equipment, 
when  completed,  will  involve  an  expenditure  of  about  £60 
part  of  which  had  been  spent  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  first  body  was  received  into  the  mortuary  on 
the  18th  April,  1937,  although  the  premises  were  not  at  tha: 
time  fully  equipped. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Council  will  give  early  con- 
sideration to  the  question  of  making  suitable  byelaws  under 
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Section  198  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  with  respect 
to  the  management  of  the  mortuary  and  post-mortem  room. 

The  six  local  hospitals  are  all  provided  with  the  necessary 
mortuary  accommodation  to  meet  their  own  needs  and  in 
some  of  these  instances  the  mortuaries  are  available  for  the 
reception  of  bodies  other  than  those  from  the  institutions 
themselves. 


SCHOOLS. 

All  the  schools  in  the  district  are  periodically  inspected 
in  regard  to  their  structural  and  sanitary  condition  by 
members  of  the  Authority's  medical  staff  who  are  called 
upon  to  visit  the  schools  for  the  purpose  of  undertaking  the 
medical  examination  of  the  children  in  attendance,  and 
any  defects  thus  discovered  are  referred  to  the  responsible 
officers  of  the  Council  for  the  necessary  attention.  The 
schools  are  all  provided  with  water  from  one  of  two  public 
sources  of  supply. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  under  review  special  investi- 
gations regarding  the  high  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  were 
carried  out  at  the  Ferndale,  Dyffryn,  Hendrefadog,  Tylors- 
town  and  Pontygwaith  Schools  and  special  visits  were  made 
to  Porth  and  Ferndale  Infants'  Schools  with  a view  to 
tracing  missed  cases  of  diphtheria.  Certificates  were 
issued  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  in  accordance  with 
paragraph  15  of  Administrative  Memorandum  No.  51  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  to  the  effect  that  the  attendance  at 
the  infants'  departments  of  the  following  schools  of  under 
60  per  cent  of  the  children  on  the  registers  was  attributable 
to  infectious  disease,  viz.,  Pentre,  Bodringallt,  Alaw,  Cymmer, 
Llwyncelyn,  Porth,  Ynyshir,  Pontygwaith,  Stanley,  Tylors- 
town,  Ferndale  and  Maerdy. 
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REPORTS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  statistical  matter,  the 
following  subjects  were  dealt  with  in  reports  placed  before 
the  Council  during  the  year  : — 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  (4). 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and  Adenoids — Operative  Treatment. 
Closet  Accommodation. 

Dangerous  and  Dilapidated  Buildings  (2). 

Death-rate  for  1937. 

Demolition  Orders  not  complied  with  (3). 

Dental  Treatment  (2). 

Diphtheria. 

Dysentery. 

Expenditure — Comparative  Statements  (5). 

Home  Helps. 

Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation. 

Housing  Act,  1935— Abatement  of  Overcrowding. 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

Maternal  Mortality — Circular  1622  (Wales). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare — Allocation  of  Grant. 
Midwives  Acts,  1902-1926 — Clerical  Assistance. 

Midwives  Acts,  1902-1926 — Duties  of  Local  Supervising 
Authorities. 

Midwives  Act,  1926 — Suspension  of  Midwife  from  Practice 
to  prevent  spread  of  Infection. 

Midwives  Act,  1936 — Appointment  of  Whole-time  Mid- 
wives  (2). 

Midwives  Act,  1936 — Arrangements  for  Attendance  on 
Emergency  Cases  near  boundaries  of  Local  Super- 
vising Authorities. 

Midwives  Act,  1936 — Compensation  to  Midwives  Ceasing 
Practice. 

Midwives  Act,  1936— Domiciliary  Service  for  the  Gilfach 
Goch  Area. 

Midwives  Act,  1936 — Draft  Proposals  for  Service  of  Salar- 
ied Midwives  (2). 
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REPORTS  DURING  THE  YEAR — Continued. 

Midwives  Act,  1936 — Remission  of  Fees  for  the  Services  of 
Municipal  Midwives. 

Midwives  Act,  1936 — Revised  Proposals. 

Midwives — Supervision  of — Circular  1620  (Wales). 
Midwives’  Fees — Payment  by  Council  (3). 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 — Contravention  of  Provisions. 
Milk — Applications  for  Registration  as  Retail  Purveyors  (2). 
Milk  Assistance  Scheme — Expenditure  (11). 

Milk  Assistance  Scheme — Irregular  Applications  (2). 

Milk  for  Municipal  Purposes. 

Milk  " Grade  A.  Tuberculin  Tested  ” — Application  for 
Licence. 

Milk  “ Pasteurised  ” — Application  for  Licence. 

Minor  Ailments — Treatment  of. 

Mortuary  and  Post-Mortem  Block,  Ferndale. 

National  Birthday  Trust — Additional  Foods. 

Nutrition — Circular  1519  (Wales). 

Offensive  privies,  urinals,  cesspools,  drains,  etc. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Physical  Training  and  Recreation  Act,  1937. 

Physically  Defective  Children  (4). 

Poliomyelitis. 

Post-natal  Clinics. 

Post-Office  T elephone — Installation . 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum)  Amendment 
Regulations,  1937. 

Registration  of  Cowkeeper. 

Scarlet  Fever  (3). 

Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restriction)  Act,  1936. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 — Applications  for  Licences 
(3). 

Top-y-deri,  Ystrad — Drainage,  etc. 

Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital — Additio  nal  Staff. 

Water  Supply  of  Top-y-deri,  Ystrad. 

Welfare  Centre,  Ferndale — Care  and  general  cleaning. 
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ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889  ; the 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ; and  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  III.,  were  adopted 
by  the  Rhondda  Council  from  the  1st  January,  1894 ; 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  from  the  28th  April, 
1909  ; Sections  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  21,  23,  24,  26, 
27,  28,  30,  31,  32,  33  and  35  of  Part  II.  and  the  whole  of 
Parts  III.,  IV.  and  V.  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
from  the  1st  September,  1930  ; Sections  22,  25  and  29  of 
Part  II.  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  from  the  1st  April, 
1931  ; and  Sections  39,  40,  41  and  42  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  from  the  18th  January,  1932. 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  and  nature 
of  the  instances  in  which  the  Department’s  activities  led 
to  proceedings  at  the  Local  Courts  of  Justice  in  the  course 
of  the  year  1937. 


! 

I 

Court. 

R 

ESULT. 

1 

No.  of  Cases 

| Ystrad. 

Porth. 

Fines. 

Ordered  to  | 
pay  Costs.  | 

Dismissed. 

Amount 

of 

Fines 

and 

Costs. 

Shops  Act,  1912:— 

£ s.  d. 

Selling  non-exempted  articles 
during  prohibited  hours 
in  a shop 

2 

2 

2 

1 0 0 

Employing  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 

3 

3 

... 

1 

1 

1 

2 4 0 

Shops  Act,  1934:  — 

Employing  an  assistant  un- 
der 1 8 years  of  age  after 
10  p.m 

8 

7 

1 

6 

1 

1 

4 4 0 

Employing  an  assistant  under 
18  years  of  age  for  more 
than  48  hours  a week 

1 

1 

1 

0 10  0 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re 
number  of  hours  in  week 
during  which  young  per- 
sons may  be  employed  ... 

1 

1 

1 



Shops  Acts, 1928  and  1936:— 

Shop  open  after  Closing  Time 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

0 10  0 

Selling  after  Closing  Time  in 
a shop  

6 

6 

... 

1 

2 

1 11  0 

Selling  non-exempted  articles 
during  prohibited  hours 
in  a shop  

2 

2 

... 

1 

1 

0 4 0 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS — continued. 


I 

l . 

Court. 

.F 

Result. 

No.  of  Cases 

Ystrad. 

Porth. 

Fines. 

Ordered  to  j 
pay  Costs. 

Dismissed. 

[Amount 

of 

| Fines 
! and 
| Costs. 

Selling  non-exempted  articles 
during  prohibited  hours 
in  a place  not  being  a 
shop  

4 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3 15  0 

Lending  books  or  periodicals 
for  gain  during  prohibited 
hours 

4 ; 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

2 0 0 

32 

30 

2 

22 

4 

6 

15  18  6 

Public  Health  Act: — 

Unabated  Nuisances 

(a)  2 

2 

— 

- 

2 

— 

1 0 6 

34 

32 

2 

22 

6 

6 

16  19  0 

(a) — Work  carried  out. 
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HOUSING. 

Apart  from  the  emigration  of  approximately  6,000 
persons  from  the  district,  which  must  have  resulted  in 
some  diminution  in  the  amount  of  overcrowding,  no  apprec- 
iable changes  occurred  in  the  general  housing  conditions  in 
the  area.  The  number  of  houses  rendered  vacant  by  the 
emigration  of  families  was  comparatively  small  having 
regard  to  the  total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  district, 
except  in  Wards  10  and  11  where  approximately  60 
dwellings  remained  vacant  in  each  of  these  Wards.  Fam- 
ilies living  under  conditions  of  overcrowding  were,  however, 
reluctant  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  housing  accommo- 
dation thus  rendered  vacant  owing  to  inability  to  pay  the 
rents  demanded  by  the  owners  or  to  lack  of  employment 
in  the  localities  where  the  majority  of  the  vacant  houses 
were  situated. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1935  (Operation  of  Overcrowding  Provisions)  Order  (No.  4) 
issued  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on  the  22nd  December, 
1936,  the  “ appointed  day  ” for  the  purposes  of  Sections  3, 
4,  8 and  68  of  the  Housing  Act,  1935,  for  the  Rhondda 
Urban  District  was  declared  to  be  the  1st  July,  1937,  and 
posters  were  exhibited  in  the  district  informing  landlords 
and  occupiers  of  houses  of  their  duties  under  the  above- 
mentioned  sections  and  pamphlets  containing  detailed 
information  relating  to  the  overcrowding  provisions  of  the 
above  Act  were  prepared  and  distributed  amongst  all 
applicants  who  desired  to  obtain  this  information.  The 
attention  of  house  agents,  who  were  known  to  be  in  control 
of  large  numbers  of  houses  in  the  district,  was  also  specially 
drawn  to  the  duties  imposed  under  these  sections.  Con- 
sequent upon  such  action  certificates  were  issued  by  the 
Council  as  to  the  “ permitted  numbers  ” of  persons  to 
occupy  dwellings  in  respect  of  9,471  dwellings  during  the 
course  of  1937,  this  number  representing  approximately 
£ third  of  the  working-class  dwellings  in  the  district, 
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Overcrowding  continued  to  be  most  prevalent  in  houses 
occupied  by  two  or  more  families  and  of  the  382  families 
who  were  known  to  be  living  under  conditions  of  over- 
crowding at  the  end  of  the  year,  219  occupied  portions  of 
houses  which  had  been  sub-divided  into  two  or  more 
dwellings. 

The  most  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  persisting 
in  the  district  arise  from  the  occupation  of  cellar  dwellings 
and  during  the  year  under  review  Closing  Orders  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  were  made  in  respect  of  underground 
rooms  in  69  houses,  including  58  at  Trealaw,  two  at  Llwyny- 
pia,  and  nine  at  Ynyshir.  The  affected  rooms  in  eight 
under-tenements  had  ceased  to  be  used  for  dwelling  pur- 
poses before  the  making  of  the  Closing  Orders. 

Thirty-nine  houses  were  passed  for  occupation  in  the 
course  of  the  year  and  plans  of  four  dwelling-houses  were 
approved  during  that  period. 

Closing  Orders  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1925, 
in  respect  of  two  houses  were  determined  in  the  course  of 
the  year. 

Twenty-seven  of  the  houses  referred  to  above  as  having 
been  passed  for  occupation  were  erected  by  the  Council 
to  rehouse  families  displaced  from  a similar  number  of 
cellar-dwellings  in  Trealaw  and  Llwynypia. 

Thirteen  demolition  orders  were  made  during  the  year 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  five  houses  were  demol- 
ished during  the  year  (all  by  their  owners)  as  a result  of 
Demolition  Orders. 

During  the  year  under  review  2,472  houses  were  re- 
paired as  the  result  of  informal  action  by  the  officers  of 
the  Council  or  as  the  consequence  of  the  service  of  notices 
requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  arising  from  the 
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conditions  of  disrepair  of  the  houses  in  respect  of  which 
the  notices  were  served  ; the  corresponding  number  of 
houses  repaired  in  the  previous  year  was  2,701. 

The  following  summary  gives  details  of  the  nuisances 
and  defects  remedied  in  the  course  of  the  year  : — 


Accumulation  of  Refuse  6 

Accumulation  of  Manure  3 

Blocked  Drain  416 

Blocked  W.C.  209 

Defective  Drain  276 

Lip  trap  to  gully  trap  25 

Unventilated  Drain  1 

Defective  ventilating  pipe  67 

Waste  Pipe  direct  9 

No  water  in  W.C.  320 

Dilapidated  or  filthy  W.C.  520 

Defective  W.C.  pan  65 

No  Water  Closet  6 

Dilapidated  back  area  523 

Defective  or  no  rain-water  shoots  574 

Dirty  Houses  7 

Overcrowding  13 

Animals  as  a nuisance  11 

Damp  and  dilapidated  houses  1821 

Insufficient  water  supply  11 

Other  nuisances  . 2172 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Y ear  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under 


Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  4994 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  4994 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  subhead  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  2548 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  2548 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to 

be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ......  82 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the  pre- 
ceding sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  4470 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without 
Service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  1530 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  cf  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring repairs  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which 

were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  de- 
fault of  Owners  .....  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring defects  to  be  remedied 2,950 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  ser- 
vice of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  942 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demol- 

ished in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders  5 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Act,  1936  : — 

(L)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made  69 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  de- 
termined, the  tenement  or  room 
having  beer  rendered  fit  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 


(a)  (i.)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  382 

(ii.)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  382 

(iii.)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  i978 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

ported during  the  year  15 

(c)  (i.)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

lieved during  the  year  337 

(ii.)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in 

such  cases  1703 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 


houses  have  again  become  over- 
crowded after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abate- 
ment of  overcrowding  . 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 
crowding conditions  upon  which 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  re- 
port   
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Houses  passed  for  Occupation. 

The  appended  table  sets  out  the  number  of  houses  passed  for 
occupation  from  year  to  year  since  1898. 


Year. 

Private 

Enter- 

prise. 

Muni- 

cipal 

Housing 

Scheme 

Total. 

Year. 

Private 

Enter- 

prise. 

Muni- 

cipal 

Housing 

Scheme 

Total. 

1898 

317 

317 

1918 

10 

10 

1899 

157 

— 

157 

1919 

1 

— . 

1 

1900 

148 

— 

148 

1920 

1 

— 

1 

1901 

187 

— 

187 

1921 

12 

46 

58 

1902 

334 

— 

334 

1922 

4 

30 

34 

1903 

483 

— 

483 

1923 

16 

2 

18 

1904 

594 

— 

594 

1924 

8 

18 

26 

1905 

317 

— 

317 

1925 

22 

32 

54 

1906 

897 

— 

897 

1926 

3 

44 

47 

1907 

827 

— 

827 

1927 

13 

66 

79 

1908 

829 

— 

829 

1928 

2 

— 

2 

1909 

1025 

— 

1025 

1929 

6 

— 

6 

1910 

926 

— 

926 

1930 

0 

— 

0 

1911 

769 

— 

769 

1931 

6 

— 

6 

1912 

439 

- — 

439 

1932 

7 

— 

7 

1913 

358 

— 

358 

1933 

4 

— 

4 

1914 

308 

— 

308 

1934 

9 

— 

9 

1915 

146 

— 

146 

1935 

11 

— . 

11 

1916 

129 

I — 

129 

1936 

6 

20 

26 

1917 

26 

— 

26 

1937 

'12 

27 

39 

SECTION  VI. 


INSPECTION 

AND 

SUPERVISION 
OF  FOOD. 
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MILK. 

The  persons  engaged  in  the  production,  sale  or  dis- 
tribution of  milk  within  the  district  consist  of  the  following 


classes  in  the  numbers  indicated  : — 

Cowkeepers  4 

Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  18 

Purveyors  of  Milk  and  Milkshop 

keepers  127 

Purveyors  of  sealed  bottled  milk 

only  45 

Non-resident  Purveyors  of  Milk  15 


The  chief  alteration  as  compared  with  1936  is  the 
reduction  in  the  number  of  Purveyors  of  Milk  and  Milk  shop- 
keepers from  187  to  172,  the  latter  figure  including  45  pur- 
veyors of  bottled  sterilized  milk.  The  number  of  non- 
resident milk  sellers  was  15  as  compared  with  17  in  the 
previous  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  118  cows  in  the  district  yielded 
a total  daily  average  of  147  gallons  and  that  an  additional 
quantity  of  4,248  gallons  was  imported  daily  from  outside 
the  area.  The  total  quantity  of  fresh  cows’  milk  estimated 
to  have  been  consumed  in  the  district  in  the  course  of  the 
year  thus  amounted  to  1,604,175  gallons  and  is  equivalent 
to  0.283  pint  per  head  per  day  for  a population  of  124,200 
persons.  Similarly  the  average  total  amount  per  person 
in  fractions  of  a pint  estimated  to  have  been  taken  during 
the  year  1928-36  were  0.170,  0.175,  0.170,  0.191,  0.227, 
0.244,  0.249,  0.247  and  0.280  respectively.  The  estimated 
yield  of  milk  within  the  district  during  the  year  under 
review  showed  a reduction  of  30  gallons  a day,  while  the 
total  quantity  imported  into  the  district  is  calculated  also 
to  have  decreased  by  116  gallons.  Notwithstanding  these 
reductions,  a slight  increase  in  the  daily  consumption  of 
milk  per  head  is  observed,  as  the  population  of  the  district 
is  estimated  to  have  decreased  during  the  year  by  5,700 
persons. 
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A considerable  amount  of  condensed  milk  was  also 
consumed  in  the  district,  especially  amongst  the  poorer 
families,  but  no  reliable  information  is  available  as  to 
the  actual  quantities  of  this  product  retailed  during  the 
year  under  review. 

There  are  218  premises  in  the  district  directly  concerned 
with  the  production,  sale  or  distribution  of  milk,  com- 
prising 150  dairies  and  milkshops  where  milk  is  sold  for 
consumption  off  the  premises  which  are  subject  to  Regis- 
tration under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders.  One 
cowkeeper  and  purveyor  of  milk  has  two  dairies.  In 
addition  there  are  45  premises  from  which  milk  is  sold 
only  in  sealed  and  unopened  bottles,  the  occupiers  having 
to  be  registered  as  purveyors  of  milk  although  the  premises 
are  not  required  to  be  registered  as  dairies.  There  are 
also  23  shops  where  milk  is  sold  only  for  consumption  on 
the  premises,  neither  the  occupiers  nor  the  premises  being 
required  to  be  registered. 

Included  in  the  number  of  premises  referred  to  in  the 
preceding  paragraph  are  44  shops  where  sterilized  milk  is 
sold  in  the  unopened  containers  in  which  the  milk  is  received 
from  the  bottling  company  (four  being  registered  premises), 
and  33  shops  where  milk  is  sold  for  consumption  on  the 
premises  (10  being  registered  premises  in  one  of  which 
sterilized  milk  is  also  sold). 

The  sanitary  inspectors  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  the  supervision  of  the  milk  supply  in  the  district  with 
the  object  of  securing  compliance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders,  1926  and  1936,  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  the  number  of  visits  made  to 
cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  being  1179. 

. As  indicated  above  the  number  of  cowkeepers  in  the 
district  is  very  small  and  the  quantity  of  milk  produced 
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forms  but  a small  proportion  of  the  total  consumed  so  that 
the  inhabitants  are  almost  entirely  dependent  for  their  supply 
on  milk  imported  from  outside  the  district  and  principally 
from  farms  situated  in  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan,  Pembroke- 
shire, Carmarthenshire  and  Somersetshire.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  milk  obtained  from  the  three  last-mentioned 
counties  is  treated  by  heat  at  the  various  wholesale  depots 
before  being  despatched  to  the  district  whilst  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  milk  obtained  from  the  Vale  is  delivered  in 
the  raw  untreated  state  to  the  consumer.  Having  regard 
to  the  amount  of  milk  imported  into  the  district  and  the 
consequent  multiplication  of  the  opportunities  for  con- 
tamination of  the  milk  by  retention  in  containers  and  more 
frequent  handling  milk  vendors  in  the  district  have  been 
urged  to  equip  their  premises  with  adequate  appliances 
for  the  steam  sterilization  of  all  milk  utensils  including 
the  containers  in  which  the  milk  is  imported.  Un- 
fortunately a number  of  milk  vendors  who  carry  on  their 
businesses  on  a small  scale  have  not  been  able  to  secure 
the  capital  required  for  the  installation  of  steam  sterilising 
equipment  and  have  therefore  continued  the  practice  of 
cleansing  utensils  by  means  of  hot  water  which  cannot  be 
considered  a satisfactory  method  for  sterilisation  purposes. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  E.  Colston  Williams, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  of  Glamorgan,  the 
results  of  the  bacteriological  examinations  of  29  samples 
of  milk  retailed  in  the  district  during  the  year  were  received  ; 
12  of  these  samples  were  of  milk  produced  locally  and  of 
these  eight  were  reported  upon  as  possessing  a condition 
of  bacterial  purity  equivalent  to  that  prescribed  for 
f<  accredited  ” milk,  whilst  of  the  17  samples  of  imported 
milk  13  samples  were  found  to  be  within  the  limits  of  a 
similar  standard  of  purity. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  180  samples  of  milk  were 
collected  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  sub- 
jected to  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Cardiff  and 
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County  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  of  these,  166  samples 
were  of  milk  retailed  as  " pasteurised.”  Amongst  these  166 
samples  27,  or  16.3  per  cent.,  were  reported  upon  as  being 
under-pasteurised  as  the  result  of  the  application  of  the 
Phosphatase  Test  whilst  15,  or  9 per  cent.,  gave  a total 
content  of  organisms  in  excess  of  100,000  per  m.l.  pre- 
scribed for  milk  sold  under  the  designation  of  ‘ ‘ pasteurised 
milk.”  These  results  show  that  the  process  of  pasteurisation 
requires  considerable  attention  and  supervision  in  order 
to  ensure  that  the  procedure  is  properly  carried  out  so  that 
satisfactory  results  may  be  obtained ; the  subsequent 
handling  of  the  milk  should  also  be  underaken  with  the 
strictest  regard  to  securing  the  bacteriological  cleanliness 
of  all  the  vessels  with  which  the  treated  milk  may  come 
into  contact. 


MEAT. 

The  number  and  status  of  the  slaughter-houses  in 
the  district  and  the  changes  since  1914  are  set  out  in  the 
following  table  : — 

In  January,  December, 


1914.  1937.  1937. 

Registered  8 3 3 

Licensed  29  11  11 


37  14  14 


The  existence  of  14  private  slaughter-houses  at  which 
the  whole  of  the  slaughtering  within  the  district  is  carried 
out  and  to  which  2,494  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  during 
the  year,  renders  the  efficient  inspection  of  meat  impossible 
without  a prohibitive  increase  in  the  number  of  inspectors. 

Altogether  a total  of  18,060  lbs.  of  meat  and  10,459  lbs. 
of  offal  was  destroyed  as  showing  the  presence  of  tubercul- 
osis, the  meat  having  been  surrendered  by  the  owners  for 
destruction  or  safe  disposal, 
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Information  relating  to  the  numbers  of  carcases  in- 
spected and  condemned  in  the  slaughter-houses  in  the 
district  during  the  year  1937  is  incorporated  in  the  sub- 
joined table.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  carcases  of 
68.6  per  cent,  of  the  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district 
were  inspected  and  that  10  per  cent,  of  the  carcases  of  cows 
were  found  to  be  infected  with  tuberculosis. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  during  the  Year  1937. 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

1 igs. 

Number  killed 

3,452 

2,035 

3,566 

32,821 

25,345 

Number  Inspected 

2,890 

1,601 

2,958 

21,207 

17,488 

All  diseases  EXCEPT  Tuber- 
culosis : — 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

2 

5 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

62 

130 

— 

163 

35 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  Tubercul- 
osis 

2.1 

8.2 

0.8 

0.2 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

10 

23 





1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

81 

137 

— 

— 

68 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tu- 
berculosis   

3.1 

10.0 

— 

— 

0.4 

The  structural  arrangements  of  shops  and  stalls, 
wherein  meat  was  being  sold,  were  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924, 
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and  particular  attention  was  devoted  by  the  sanitary 
inspectors  to  the  condition  of  the  meat  exposed  for  sale  on 
stalls  or  by  itinerant  meat  purveyors  on  motor  vehicles. 


OTHER  FOODS. 

There  are  98  bakehouses  within  the  district,  a re- 
duction of  13  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  With 
a few  exceptions  they  are  small,  and  the  persons  employed 
in  them  are  correspondingly  few  in  number.  There  were 
paid  382  visits  of  inspection  to  the  bakehouses  during  the 
year  and  they  were  generally  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  There  are  no  instances  in  the  area  of  under- 
ground bakehouses,  as  defined  in  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901. 

A large  bacon  curing  factory  and  an  adjoining  factory 
for  the  preparation  of  cooked  meats  and  pies,  situated 
in  Ward  3,  were  frequently  visited  by  the  sanitary  inspector 
in  charge  of  the  district  and  the  conditions  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

During  the  summer  months  the  sanitary  inspectors 
made  119  visits  to  premises  occupied  by  ice-cream  vendors 
in  order  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of  Section  72  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  were  being  complied  with  ; the 
premises,  where  this  form  of  food  or  refreshment  was 
being  prepared,  were  generally  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
state  of  cleanliness  and  no  occasion  arose  for  the  institution 
of  proceedings  for  the  enforcement  of  the  above-mentioned 
provisions. 

The  enactments  relating  to  the  adulteration  of  foods 
were  administered  in  the  district  by  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council  as  the  " Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ” authority  and  no 
samples  under  the  provisions  of  these  Acts  were  taken  by 
the  staff  of  the  Council’s  Health  Department. 
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Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  authorities 
controlling  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory for  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of 
samples  of  foods  consumed  in  the  district  but  as  the  attention 
of  the  Health  Department  was  not  drawn  to  any  instances 
of  illnesses  due  to  infection  or  suspected  inspection  by 
contaminated  food,  no  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Laboratory  for  analyses  during  the  year  under  review. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

During  the  year  the  following  were  condemned  as  unfit 
for  the  food  of  man  and  their  use  for  such  purpose  pre- 
vented : — 


Beef  

19,945 

Bovine  Organs 

12,697 

Lamb 

18 

Mutton  

234 

Sheep  Offal  

529 

Lamb  Offal  

30 

Pork  

283 

Pig  Offal  

777 

Sausages  

46 

Pressed  Pork  

30 

Corned  Beef  

6 

Rabbits  

45 

Fish  

145 

Condensed  Milk  

154 

Bottled  or  tinned  fruit  

38 

Pickles,  bottled 

1 

Fruit  

3670 

Indian  Maize  

448 

Onions  

1344 

SECTION  VII. 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


1937. 

Average  for 
ten  years 
1927-1936. 

Total  number  of  Deaths  in  the  Rhondda 
from  Zymotic  Diseases  

16 

50 

Zymotic  Death-rate  for  Rhondda 

0.1 

0.3 

The  following  diseases,  namely, 

small-pox,  scarlet 

fever,  diphtheria,  typhus,  typhoid  and 

simple 

continued 

fevers,  measles,  whooping-cough,  and  diaarrhoea  are 
grouped  together  and  denoted  as  the  “ zymotic  diseases.” 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  group  of  diseases  in 
the  Rhondda  during  1037  amounted  to  16,  giving  a zymotic 
death-rate  of  0.13  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
as  compared  with  a corresponding  annual  average  in  the 
preceding  ten  years  of  50  and  0.3  respectively. 

Of  the  sixteen  deaths  caused  by  this  group  of  diseases, 
seven  were  due  to  measles,  diphtheria  and  whooping- 
cough  egich  caused  three  deaths,  two  deaths  were  attribu- 
table to  diarrhoea  and  one  death  was  caused  by  scarlet 
fever  ; no  death  was  caused  by  small-pox,  typhus  and 
typhoid  and  simple  continued  fevers  and  it  may  be  noted 
that  no  death  from  the  enteric  group  of  infectious  diseases 
has  occurred  in  the  district  since  1025. 

Table  5 (Appendix)  indicates  the  trend  of  zymotic 
mortality  in  the  district  since  1915  and  it  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  was 
lower  in  1937  than  in  any  preceding  year  whilst  the  total 
number  of  zymotic  deaths  was  lower  than  in  any  previous 
year  with  the  exception  of  the  corresponding  figure  re- 
corded for  1936. 

Particulars  concerning  the  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  are  given  in  the  following 
table  ; — 


Rhondda  Urban  District.  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  Year  1937, 
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SMALL  POX. 

No  case  of  small  pox  was  notified  in  the  district  during 
1937  and  no  primary  or  re-vaccinations  were  undertaken 
by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

Average  for 
ten  years 


1937.  1927-1936. 

Number  of  Cases  675  ......  484 

Number  of  Deaths  1 2 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.01  0.02 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  122  Great  Towns  0.01  0.02 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales  0.01  0.01 


The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  in  the 
district  during  1937  amounted  to  675,  representing  an  in- 
cidence rate  of  5.4  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; 
the  average  annual  number  of  cases  notified  in  the  pre- 
vious ten  years  was  484. 

No  fatality  occurred  amongst  the  675  cases  notified 
in  the  district  during  the  year  but  one  child  from  the 
Rhondda,  who  had  been  an  inmate  of  a hospital  situated 
outside  the  district  for  several  months,  contracted  scarlet 
fever  at  that  hospital  and  died  from  the  disease,  thus 
giving,  owing  to  the  inward  transfer  of  this  death,  a 
theoretical  death-rate  of  0.01  per  1,000  of  the  poulation. 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  year  under 
review  was  mainly  limited  to  the  last  three  months  of  the 
year.  During  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  the  numbers 
of  notified  cases  varied  between  a minimum  of  12  cases 
in  March  and  a maximum  of  41  cases  each  in  July  and 
September  ; in  October,  however,  68  cases  were  notified, 
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65  cases  were  notified  in  November  and  a maximum 
monthly  number  of  76  cases  Were  notified  in  December. 
It  will  therefore  be  observed  that  approximately  two- 
thirds  of  the  cases  were  notified  during  the  last  three  months 
of  the  year. 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  notified  cases  varied 
between  a minimum  of  22  cases  in  Ward  7 and  a maximum 
of  167  cases  in  Ward  10  ; Ward  11  was  also  heavily  in- 
volved with  135  cases.  The  monthly  distribution  of  the 
disease  in  the  individual  Wards  in  the  district  also  showed 
greater  incidence  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 

Reference  to  Table  II.  (Appendix)  shows  that  367 
of  the  notified  cases  were  between  5 and  15  years  of  age, 
266  cases  were  between  one  and  five  years  of  age,  whilst 
38  persons  over  15  years  of  age  were  notified  and  the  re- 
maining four  cases  were  under  one  year  old. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  into  the  Tyntyla  Iso- 
lation Hospital  during  the  year  was  400,  representing  59 
per  cent,  of  the  total  number  notified  ; during  the  last 
three  months  of  the  year  the  accommodation  available  at 
the  Hospital  necessitated  the  limitation  of  admissions 
to  cases  occurring  amongst  large  families  containing  several 
children  and  to  cases  in  respect  of  whom  satisfactory  iso- 
lation could  not  be  arranged  in  the  homes  or  whose  families 
included  members  who  were  employed  in  trades  or  pro- 
fessions. 

Measures  directed  towards  the  control  of  the  prevalence 
of  the  disease  during  the  last  three  months  were  greatly 
hampered  by  the  mildness  of  the  attacks  which  was  evident 
in  a large  proportion  of  the  notified  cases  ; it  is  probable 
that  in  many  instances  notification  was  not  possible  in  the 
early  stages  owing  to  the  evanescent  nature  of  the  rashes. 
Some  of  the  notified  cases  were  therefore  diagnosed  in  the 
later  stages  of  the  illnesses  when  desquamation  of  the  jskin 
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became  apparent.  During  the  last  three  months  of  the 
year  illnesses  characterised  by  sore  throat  of  varying 
severity  were  also  prevalent  in  persons  of  all  ages,  both 
amongst  the  contacts  of  the  cases  notified  as  scarlet  fever 
and  the  general  population,  and,  though  all  contacts  as- 
certained to  be  suffering  or  to  have  suffered  from  this 
condition  were  medically  examined  and  kept  under  ob- 
servation, it  was  found  in  most  instances  that  a diagnosis 
of  “ scarlet  fever  ” could  not  be  established  and  adequate 
isolation  enforced. 


1937. 

Average  for 
ten  years 
1927-1936. 

Number  of  Cases  

110 

301 

Number  of  Deaths  

3 

20 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 

0.02 

0.16 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  122  Great  Towns 

0.08 

0.09 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales 

0.07 

0.08 

The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  in  the  district 
during  the  year  under  review  was  110,  representing  an 
increase  of  22  as  compared  with  the  number  for  the  previous 
year  and  an  incidence-rate  of  0.9  cases  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  registered  in 
the  district  was  three,  giving  a death-rate  of  0.02  per  1,000 
of  the  population  2nd  a mortality-rate  of  2.7  per  cent, 
amongst  the  cases  notified  ; the  above  mortality  figures 
are  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  district  since  1894  when  the 
disease  was  made  compulsorily  notifiable  and  records 
relating  thereto  became  available. 
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The  Ward  distribution  of  the  notified  cases  showed 
maximum  incidence  in  Ward  8 where  27  cases  were  notified 
and,  as  compared  with  other  wards,  Ward  11  with  25  cases 
was  also  heavily  involved.  Ward  3,  with  only  one  case 
during  the  year,  suffered  the  lowest  incidence.  The  three 
fatal  cases  were  distributed  amongst  Wards  6,  8 and  9. 

The  monthly  distribution  of  the  disease  varied  between 
a maximum  number  of  20  cases  in  February  and  a minimum 
of  one  case  in  July. 

Amongst  the  various  age  groups,  as  indicated  in 
Table  II.  (Appendix),  66  cases  were  between  5 and  15  years 
of  age,  28  cases  were  between  one  and  five  years  of  age, 
10  cases  were  between  15  and  25  years  of  age  and  the  re- 
maining six  cases  were  between  25  and  45  years  of  age. 

In  February  the  disease  was  fairly  prevalent  at  Porth 
where  nine  cases  were  notified  ; the  majority  of  the  cases 
occurred  amongst  children  attending  the  Infants’  Depart- 
ment at  Porth  School  and  a special  investigation  at  the 
school  led  to  the  discovery  of  one  child  who  appeared  to 
be  in  an  infectious  condition  and  gave  a positive  result 
on  bacteriological  examination  of  swabs  ; this  child  was 
subsequently  isolated  until  considered  to  be  free  from 
infection. 

Similarly,  in  October,  the  prevalence  of  the  disease 
at  Ferndale  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  two  children  in  an 
infectious  condition  in  the  Infants’  Department  of  the 
Ferndale  School ; one  of  the  absentees  from  this  Depart- 
ment was  also  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease  when 
the  cause  of  the  absence  from  school  was  investigated. 

Of  the  110  cases  notified  during  the  year  102,  or  93 
per  cent.,  were  removed  to  the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital 
where  two  died,  giving  a mortality-rate  of  2 per  cent. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Average  for 


ten  yeais 
1937.  1927-1936. 

Number  of  Cases  1 2 

Number  of  Deaths  0 0 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.00  0.00 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  122  Great  Towns  0.01  0.01 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales  0.01  0.01 


One  person  suffering  from  Paratyphoid  B.  Fever  was 
notified  in  the  district  during  1937.  The  notified  case 
was  a female  adult  who  resided  in  Cwmparc  and  contracted 
the  infection  in  April.  The  source  of  the  infection  could 
not  definitely  be  ascertained  and  the  patient  was  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  where  recovery  ensued. 

No  fatality  from  any  of  the  enteric  group  of  diseases 
has  occurred  in  the  district  since  1925. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

In  accordance  with  the  definition  of  the  " notifiable  ” 
diseases  contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  “ puer- 
peral fever  ” ceased  to  be  a notifiable  disease  as  and  from 
the  1st  October,  1937,  when  the  above  Act  came  into  oper- 
ation, and  subsequent  to  that  date  the  conditions  which 
were  previously  recognised  as  “ puerperal  fever  ” were 
required  to  be  notified  as  “ puerperal  pyrexia,"  the  latter 
being  defined  as  any  febrile  condition  occurring  in  a woman 
within  21  days  after  child-birth  or  miscarriage  in  which  a 
temperature  of  100.4  degrees  Fahrenheit  has  been  sustained 
during  a period  of  24  hours  or  has  recurred  during  that 
period. 
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Consequently  the  records  relating  to  “ puerperal 
fever  ” during  the  year  under  review  relate  to  the  nine 
months  ended  on  the  30th  September,  and  during  tlrs 
period  seven  cases  were  notified  in  the  district.  Of  these 
seven  cases  three  were  non-residents  of  the  Rhondda  and 
were  notified  after  admission  to  the  Llwynypia  Hospital 
from  neighbouring  districts. 

The  figures  relating  to  “ puerperal  pyrexia  ” cover 
the  whole  year  during  which  period  seventeen  cases  were 
notified  and  of  whom  six  were  likewise  non-residents, 
having  been  notified  after  admission  to  the  Llwynypia 
Hospital  from  other  districts. 

The  number  of  cases  of  puerperal  infection  notified 
amongst  residents  of  the  district  during  1937  was  therefore 
15,  giving  an  incidence-rate  of  8.1  cases  per  1,000  live  births 
and  7.7  cases  per  1,000  total  births  registered  during  the 
year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  no  death  from  puerperal 
infection  was  recorded  in  the  Rhondda  during  1937  ; this 
satisfactory  record  has  been  achieved  by  the  assiduous 
application  of  antiseptic  and  aseptic  methods  by  the  mid- 
wives  during  the  conduct  of  labour  and  the  intensification 
of  ante-natal  supervision  resulting  in  a comparatively 
low  incidence  of  puerperal  infection  and  the  introduction 
of  the  sulphanilamide  group  of  drugs  which  have  proved 
very  successful  in  the  treatment  of  these  infections. 

It  is  also  satisfactory  to  note  that  during  the  year 
under  review  the  supervention  of  sepsis  after  abortion 
or  miscarriage  appeared  to  be  less  prevalent  ; only  two 
cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  amongst  women 
who  had  suffered  from  abortion  or  miscarriage. 
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CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified  6 

Number  of  Deaths  4 


During  the  year  under  review  six  cases  of  cerebro- 
spinal fever  were  notified  in  the  district. 

The  first  notification,  received  in  January,  was  that  of 
a man,  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  who  was  a resident  of 
Torypandy  ; che  diagnosis  was  established  after  he  had 
been  admitted  into  the  Llwynypia  Hospital  whence  he 
was  transferred  to  the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital,  the 
illness  proving  fatal  on  the  third  day  after  transference. 

The  second  case,  notified  in  February,  was  a woman 
forty-eight  years  of  age,  residing  at  Cwmparc  ; in  this 
instance  the  diagnosis  was  made  after  admission  to  the 
Llwynypia  Hospital  whence  she  was  transferred  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  and  complete  recovery  ensued. 

The  third  notification,  received  in  March,  was  that 
of  a female  child,  five  years  of  age,  who  had  likewise  been 
admitted  into  the  Llwynypia  Hospital  from  Tylorstown  ; 
she  was  transferred  in  due  coarse  to  the  Tyntyla  Isolation 
Hospital  and  was  subsequently  discharged  as  cured. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  cases  were  babies,  aged  three 
months  and  nine  weeks  respectively,  residing  at  Porth, 
who  were  notified  in  September  and  November  ; in  both 
these  cases  the  illnesses  were  rapidly7  fatal  and  no  oppor- 
tunities were  afforded  for  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis 
by7  bacteriological  methods. 

The  sixth  notification  was  received  in  November 
and  was  that  of  a woman,  thirty-six  years  of  age,  who  had 
been  admitted  to  the  Llwynypia  Hospital  from  Tylorstown  ; 
she  was  subsequently  transferred  to  the  Tyntyda  Isolation 
Llospital  where  the  illness  pro\ed  fatal  about  four  weeks 
later. 
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Enquiries  regarding  the  source  of  infection  were  made 
in  each  instance  with  negative  results  and  no  association, 
either  by  family  relationship  or  otherwise,  amongst  the 
notified  cases  could  be  established.  Though  disinfection 
of  the  infected  premises  was  necessarily  delayed  in  four 
instances  owing  to  the  establishment  of  the  diagnosis  after 
the  admission  of  the  patients  to  the  Llwynypia  Hospital 
no  secondary  cases  occurred  amongst  any  of  the  members 
of  the  households  involved. 


ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified  1 

Number  of  Deaths  0 


One  child,  eleven  years  of  age  and  residing  at  Clydach 
Vale,  was  notified  as  suffering  from  acute  poliomyelitis 
during  1937.  The  child  was  admitted  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff,  for  treatment  but  on  further 
observation  it  was  concluded  that  the  boy  was  suffering 
from  polyneuritis  following  an  attack  of  diphtheria  from 
which  condition  complete  recovery  ensued. 

No  death  was  attributed  to  acute  poliomyelitis  during 
the  year  under  review. 


ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

No  case  of  acute  encephalitis  lethargica  was  notified 
ill  the  district  during  the  year  under  review  and  no  death 
was  certified  as  having  been  caused  by  this  disease.  The 
attention  of  the  Health  Department  was  drawn  by  medical 
practitioners  in  the  district  to  several  suspected  cases  but 
after  appropriate  investigations  the  diagnosis  of  another 
disease  was  established  in  each  instance. 
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ACUTE  INFLUENZAL  PNEUMONIA. 


Number  of  Cases 
Number  of  Deaths 


50 

22 

0.18 


Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 


The  number  of  cases  of  acute  influenzal  pneumonia 
notified  during  the  year  was  50,  representing  an  incidence- 
rate  of  0.40  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

The  disease  was  most  prevalent  during  January  when 
twenty  cases  were  notified  ; no  cases  were  notified  during 
June,  August  and  November. 

Amongst  the  eleven  wards,  Ward  5 with  seventeen 
cases  was  most  heavily  affected  whilst  in  Ward  7 no  case 
was  notified  though  one  death  was  certified  as  having  been 
caused  by  the  disease  in  this  ward. 

Amongst  children  under  five  years  of  age  only  five 
cases  were  notified  but  twenty-one  cases  were  notified 
amongst  persons  between  45  and  65  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due  to  this  disease 
was  22,  giving  a death-rate  of  0.18  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation and  a fatality-rate  of  44  per  cent,  amongst  the  cases 
notified. 

No  deaths  occurred  during  June,  July,  August,  October 
and  November  whilst  amongst  the  remaining  seven  months 
of  the  year,  January  provided  the  largest  number  with 
twelve  deaths. 

Of  the  twenty-two  deaths  none  occurred  amongst 
children  under  five  years  of  age  whilst  in  other  age  groups 
persons  over  65  years  of  age  were  most  severely  attacked, 
with  nine  deaths. 

No  deaths  from  this  disease  were  registered  in  Wards  3, 
4 and  9,  whilst  Ward  1 with  five  deaths  suffered  the  highest 
mortality  amongst  the  remaining  wards  in  the  district. 
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ACUTE  PRIMARY  PNEUMONIA. 


Number  of  Cases  201 

Number  of  Deaths  . 63 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.51 


The  number  of  cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia 
notified  in  the  Rhondda  during  1937  was  201,  representing 
an  incidence-rate  of  1.6  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popu- 
lation ; the  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was 
71  less  than  the  corresponding  number  of  notifications 
received  during  the  previous  year. 

The  monthly  distribution  of  the  notifications  indicated 
that  the  disease  was  most  prevalent  during  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year,  the  numbers  of  cases  notified  during 
January,  February  and  March  being  28,  29  and  27  respect- 
ively ; the  disease  also  appeared  to  be  prevalent  in  December, 
when  23  cases  were  notified,  whilst  August  with  five  notifica- 
tions provided  the  lowest  monthly  total. 

Amongst  the  eleven  wards  comprising  the  district, 
Ward  11  with  35  cases  suffered  most  severely  whilst  Wards  6 
and  7,  each  with  11  cases,  were  least  affected. 

The  age  distribution  of  the  notified  cases  showed 
maximum  incidence  amongst  children  under  five  years 
of  age  with  115  notifications,  of  whom  37  were  under  one 
year  old,  and  36  were  in  the  second  year  of  life.  Amongst 
the  other  age  groups  that  comprising  persons  between 
45  and  65  years  of  age  suffered  most  heavily  with  27 
notifications. 

The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  having  been  caused 
by  pneumonia  daring  the  year  was  63,  giving  a death-rate 
of  0.61  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  and  a mortality- 
rate  of  31.3  per  cent,  amongst  the  total  number  of  cases 
notified, 
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The  ward  distribution  of  the  deaths  varied  between 
a maximum  of  nine  deaths  in  Ward  9 and  a minimum  of 
three  deaths  in  Ward  10  ; the  highest  monthly  total  was  in 
January  when  eleven  deaths  occurred  whilst  Augiast, 
with  two  deaths,  provided  the  lowest  monthly  total. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  ward  distribution 
of  the  notified  cases  and  of  the  deaths  showec  considerable 
variation  either  in  the  fatality  of  the  disease  or  in  the  com- 
pleteness of  the  notification  of  its  incidence.  In  Ward  1 
thirteen  cases  were  notified  and  eight  deaths  were  certified, 
equivalent  to  a fatality-rate  of  61.5  per  cent,  amongst  the 
notified  cases,  whilst  in  Ward  5 twenty-five  cases  were 
notified  and  four  deaths  occurred,  giving  a corresponding 
fatality-rate  of  16.0  per  cent.  ; it  is  probable  that  in  the 
former  ward  all  the  cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia 
which  occurred  were  not  notified. 


As  in  previous  years  acute  primary  pneumonia  was  a 
prominent  cause  of  infantile  deaths  and  during  1937  con- 
tributed twelve  deaths  to  the  infantile  mortality  in  the 
district. 


MALARIA. 

No  notification  of  the  occurrence  of  this  disease  in  the 
district  was  received  during  1937.  This  disease  was  however 
recorded  as  one  of  the  causes  of  death  of  a man,  fifty  years 
of  age,  who  died  during  the  year,  the  disease  having  been 
contracted  whilst  the  man  was  on  military  service  during 
the  Great  War, 
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DYSENTERY. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified  1 

Number  of  Deaths  0 


One  case  of  dysentery  was  notified  in  the  district  during 
November,  the  notified  case  being  a boy,  seven  years  of 
age,  residing  at  Pentre.  The  onset  of  the  illness  occurred 
about  three  weeks  before  tin  receipt  of  the  notification  and 
the  child  was  convalescent  when  he  came  under  the  ob- 
servation of  the  Health  Department  and  the  diagnosis 
could  not  be  confirmed  by  bacteriological  methods  after 
the  date  of  the  notification,  the  results  being  negative. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  for  isolation  and  treatment 
were  available  in  the  home  and  no  secondary  cases  are 
known  to  have  occurred.  No  source  of  infection  could 
be  traced. 


ERYSIPELAS. 


Number  of  Cases  48 

Number  of  Deaths 2 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.02 


The  number  of  cases  of  erysipelas  notified  in  the 
district  during  1937  was  48  as  compared  with  51  cases  in  the 
previous  year  ; the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease 
was  two,  giving  a death-rate  of  0.02  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 
mated population. 

Ward  11  with  seven  cases  suffered  the  greatest  in- 
cidence whilst  Ward  7 with  a single  case  was  least  affected. 

Amongst  the  various  age  groups  the  largest  number  of 
notifications,  seventeen,  was  received  from  amongst  persons 
between  45  and  65  years  of  age,  and  both  deaths  were  of 
persons  in  this  age'-group. 

No  notification  of  this  disease  was  received  during 
May  whilst  amongst  the  remaining  months  the  incidence 
was  fairly  uniform  with  a maximum  number  of  six  cases 
each  during  January,  July,  November  and  December. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Number  of  notified  Cases  26 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  14.0 


The  number  of  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  which 
is  defined  in  the  Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum) 
Regulations  as  a “ purulent  discharge  from  the  eyes  of  an 
infant  commencing  within  21  days  from  the  date  of  its 
birth,”  notified  in  the  district  during  1937  was  26,  repres- 
enting an  incidence-rate  of  14.0  per  1,000  live  births. 

Though  the  incidence-rate  of  this  infection  was  high 
as  compared  with  previous  years  the  attacks  were  generally 
not  severe.  In  eleven  instances  both  eyes  were  affected, 
in  twelve  cases  only  the  left  eye  was  attacked  and  the  right 
eye  in  the  remaining  two  cases.  In  twenty-three  cases 
the  disease  was  completely  cured,  one  of  the  notified  cases 
was  still  receiving  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year,  one 
baby  had  left  the  district  before  the  treatment  was  com- 
pleted and  the  remaining  case  died  at  home  from  acute 
bronchitis  before  complete  recovery  from  the  disease  could 
be  recorded. 


A summary  of  the  available  information  regarding 
the  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified  during  the 
year  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Cases. 

Vision 
un-im- 
p aired. 

Vision 

im- 

paired. 

Total 

Blind- 

Still 

under 

treat- 

ment 

at 

end  of 
year. 

Re- 

moved 

from 

District. 

Trea 

ted 

Deaths 

No- 

ti- 

fied. 

At 

Home 

In 

Hos- 

pital. 

26 

25 

1 

23 

— i 

— 

1 

1 

1 
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MEASLES. 


Average  for 
ten  years 
1937.  1927-1936. 

Number  of  Deaths  7 16 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.06  0.11 


Death-rate  per  1,000,  122  Great  Towns  0.03  0.11 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales  0.03  0.08 

The  number  of  deaths  from  measles  in  the  Rhondda  in 
1937  reached  a total  of  7,  giving  a death-rate  of  0.06  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population  as  compared  with  a 
death-rate  of  0.03  in  the  122  Great  Towns  and  in  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole.  The  higher  death-rate  in  the 
Rhondda  suggests  that  the  prevalence  of  measles  was 
higher  in  the  district  during  the  year  under  review  than  in 
most  of  the  other  Great  Towns  and  in  the  country  generally. 

As  however  the  disease  was  not  compulsorily  notifiable 
the  actual  prevalence  of  the  disease  could  not  be  ascertained 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy  but,  from  information  obtained 
in  the  Department  through  the  medium  of  the  schools 
and  clinics  and  from  the  death  returns,  the  disease  was 
fairly  prevalent  in  the  district  during  the  greater  portion 
of  the  year.  The  seven  deaths  which  occurred  were  dis- 
tributed amongst  six  months,  namely  May,  with  two  deaths, 
and  March,  August,  September,  November  and  December, 
with  one  death  in  each.  The  ward  distribution  of  the 
deaths  was  also  scattered  ; two  deaths  each  occurred  in 
Wards  9 and  11  whilst  Wards  3,  6 and  7 had  one  death 
in  each. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Average  for 
ten  years 


1937.  1927-1936. 

Number  of  Deaths  3 10 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.02  0.07 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  122  Great  Towns  0.05  0.08 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales  0.04  0.07 


During  the  year  under  review  three  deaths  were  cer- 
tified as  due  to  whooping  cough  and  reference  to  Table  5 
in  the  Appendix  shows  that  this  was  the  lowest  number 
of  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  this  disease  in  the  district 
since  1917. 

The  three  fatalities  occurred  amongst  infants  under 
two  years  old  ; two  deaths  took  place  in  Ward  6,  one  each 
in  February  and  March,  and  the  third  death  occurred  in 
November  in  Ward  7. 


DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 


Number  of  Deaths  7 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.06 


The  number  of  deaths  classified  as  due  to  these  in- 
testinal diseases  in  the  district  during  1937  reached  a 
total  of  seven,  of  which  six  occurred  amongst  children 
under  five  years  of  age  and  were  certified  as  due  to  enteritis 
whilst  the  remaining  death  was  that  of  a person  over  65 
years  of  age  and  was  caused  by  diarrhoea.  The  total 
death-rate  from  these  diseases  was  0.06  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population. 

Amongst  the  six  children  under  five  years  of  age  who 
died  from  enteritis  four  were  babies  under  twelve  months 
old. 

No  deaths  from  these  diseases  occurred  during  the 
warmer  months  of  the  year  ; two  deaths  occurred  in  both 
March  and  November  and  one  death  each  in  February, 
April  and  May. 
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INFLUENZA. 


Number  of  Deaths 


57 

0.46 

0.45 


Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 


Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and  Wales 


The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  having  been  caused 
by  influenza  during  the  year  was  57,  giving  a death-rate  of 
0.46  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ; the  corres- 
ponding figures  for  the  preceding  year  were  31  and  0.24, 
respectively. 

Ward  1 with  ten  deaths  suffered  the  greatest  mortality 
whilst  no  death  was  recorded  from  Ward  3 ; Wards  7 and 
11,  with  nine  and  eight  deaths,  respectively,  also  suffered 
fairly  high  mortalities  as  compared  with  the  other  wards 
in  the  district. 

The  monthly  distribution  of  the  deaths  showed  an 
excessive  mortality  in  January  when  26  deaths  occurred  ; 
during  this  month  the  disease  was  fairly  prevalent  through- 
out the  district  and  in  the  preceding  month  evidence  of 
this  prevalence  had  become  manifest  so  that  leaflets  relating 
to  the  disease  and  containing  advice  as  to  the  methods  of 
prevention  were  distributed  at  the  schools  and  clinics. 
No  death  from  influenza  was  recorded  in  July  and  October. 

Amongst  the  various  age-groups  the  mortality  was 
highest  amongst  persons  over  65  years  of  age  of  whom 
twenty-eight  died,  whilst  no  child  under  five  years  of  age 
died  from  the  disease. 

In  twenty-two  of  the  fatal  cases  the  influenzal  infection 
was  followed  by  pneumonia  which  probably  hastened 
the  fatal  termination  of  the  illnesses. 
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BRONCHITIS. 


Number  of  Deaths  85 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  0.68 


The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  having  been  caused 
by  bronchitis  in  the  Rhondda  during  1937  was  85,  equivalent 
to  a death-rate  of  0.68  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

The  disease  appeared  to  be  most  fatal  in  January, 
December  and  November  when  15,  14  and  12  deaths, 
respectively,  were  certified  from  this  cause. 

The  age  distribution  of  the  fatal  cases  showed  that 
bronchitis  contributed  towards  a considerable  proportion 
of  the  infantile  mortality  and  seven  children  under  one 
year  were  certified  as  having  died  from  this  disease  ; it  is 
probable  that  most  of  these  infantile  deaths  could  have 
been  avoided  if  suitable  precautions  had  been  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  catarrhal  respiratory  illnesses 
and  adequate  treatment  had  been  applied  during  the  early 
stages. 

In  the  older  age-groups  it  is  significant  that  bronchitis 
figured  much  more  frequently  as  a cause  of  death  amongst 
males  than  amongst  females.  Amongst  persons  in  the  age- 
group,  45  to  65  years,  33  male  deaths  occurred  as  compared 
with  four  female  deaths,  whilst  amongst  persons  over  65 
years  of  age  the  corresponding  numbers  of  deaths  were 
33  and  9,  respectively.  The  total  male  deaths  at  all  ages 
were  64  as  compared  with  21  female  deaths.  The  majority 
of  the  male  population  of  the  district  are  employed  in  the 
coal-mining  industry  which  exposes  the  workers  to  dust, 
dampness  and  considerable  variations  of  temperature,  all  of 
which  favour  the  development  of  respiratory  infections  ; 
the  establishment  of  pit -head  baths  would  probably  have  a 
beneficial  effect  in  reducing  the  morbidity  and  mortality 
from  these  diseases  whilst  the  adoption  of  methods  to 
diminish  the  amount  of  dust  at  the  workings  would  effect 
a further  reduction. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal 
disease  amongst  residents  of  the  Rhondda  continued  to  be 
provided  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  at  a clinic 
situated  at  the  Central  Homes,  Pontypridd. 

The  death  returns  showed  that  no  death  from  con- 
genital syphilis  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year 
whilst  one  death  of  a person,  aged  43  years,  was  certified 
as  having  been  caused  by  syphilitic  disease  of  the  heart, 
three  deaths  were  caused  by  tabes  dorsalis,  or  locomotor- 
ataxia,  and  one  death  was  certified  as  due  to  general  paral- 
ysis of  the  insane,  the  two  last-mentioned  diseases  being 
regarded  as  sequelae  of  syphilitic  infections. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

Apart  from  ensuring  that  the  midwives  practising  in  the 
district  undertook  measures  for  the  prevention  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  and  that  assistance  for  the  treatment  of  babies 
suffering  from  this  disease  was  available  through  the  medium 
of  the  health  visitors,  the  Council  took  no  special  action 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness  arising  from  disease  or 
from  injuries  to  the  eyes. 


' 


SECTION  VIII. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  all  forms  of  tuberculosis 
received  during  the  year  amounted  to  223,  this  total,  which 
comprised  153  pulmonary  cases  and  70  non-pulmonary, 
being  19  less  than  that  for  the  previous  year. 

As  shown  in  the  following  summary,  the  number  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  showed  a net  reduction  of  129  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  figure  for  1936,  such  reduction  being 
composed  of  60  pulmonary  and  69  non-pulmonary  cases. 

Non- 


Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Cases  on  Register,  1st  Jan. 

1937  

693  .... 

..  528  

1,221 

New  Cases  registered  during 

the  year  

172  .... 

72  

244 

865  .... 

...  600 

1,465 

Removed  from  Register 

during  the  year 
Cases  on  Register,  31st  Dec., 

232  .... 

141  

373 

1937 

633  .... 

..  459  

1,092 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis 
during  the  year  was  128,  giving  a death-rate  of  1.03  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated  population  ; the  corresponding 
figures  in  the  previous  year  were  140  and  1.08,  respectively. 

Amongst  those  who  died  from  this  disease  during  the 
year,  16,  or  12.5  per  cent.,  had  not  been  notified  as  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  to  the  Health  Department ' prior  to  the 
date  of  death.  In  all  these  instances  the  medical  prac- 
titioners who  certified  the  deaths  were  communicated 
with  and  their  attention  was  drawn  to  non-compliance 
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with  the  Regulations  relating  to  the  notification  of  cases 
of  tuberculosis.  In  their  replies  to  these  communications 
the  practitioners  submitted  various  explanations  for  non- 
notification, the  most  frequent  reasons  being  that  they 
were  under  the  impression  that  the  particular  cases  had 
previously  been  notified  or  that  the  diagnosis  had  only 
been  established  immediately  prior  to  the  fatal  termination 
of  the  illness.  The  circumstances  therefore  did  not  appear 
to  justify  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings  on  account 
of  non-compliance  with  the  Regulations. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  review 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  , in  relation  to  persons 
employed  in  handling  milk  or  milk  utensils  as  no  instance 
of  any  person,  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
system  and  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  came  under  the 
observation  of  the  Health  Department. 

Likewise  no  occasion  arose  during  the  year  for  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  empowers  the  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  a person  suffering  from  tuberculosis  ; 
in  instances  where  the  officers  of  the  Department  have 
considered  it  desirable  that  a patient  suffering  from  respira- 
tory tuberculosis  should  be  removed  to  hospital  owing  to 
lack  of  accommodation  in  the  home  and  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infection,  the  co-operation  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Physician  has  been  sought  with  the  view  to  securing  ad- 
mission to  a hospital  or  sanatorium. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  notifications 
and  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  the  Rhondda  Urban  District 
during  1937,  divided  into  age  and  sex  groups  as  well  as 
into  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  forms  : — 
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Age  Periods. 

New  ( 

^ases. 

Dea 

iths. 

Pulmonary. 

No 

Pulmc 

>n- 

►nary. 

Pulmc 

mary. 

N 

Pulmc 

on- 

►nary. 

Male. 

Fe- 

male. 

Male. 

Fe- 

male. 

Male. 

Fe- 

male. 

Male. 

Fe- 

male. 

Under  1 year  ... 

1 

1 

1 to  5 years  ... 

2 

1 

8 

7 

i 

... 

2 

*3 

5 to  10  years  ... 

2 

2 

6 

7 

i 

... 

... 

1 

10  to  15  years  ... 

2 

3 

10 

3 

i 

2 

2 

15  to  20  years  ... 

10 

20 

3 

7 

2 

12 

2 

i 

20  to  25  years  ... 

7 

14 

2 

5 

7 

12 

2 

1 

25  to  35  years  ... 

14 

12 

5 

4 

14 

15 

1 

. . . 

35  to  45  years  ... 

12 

1 

... 

1 

9 

5 

... 

1 

45  to  55  years  ... 

24 

5 

... 

1 

9 

1 

3 

• •• 

55  to  65  years  ... 

11 

5 

... 

7 

6 

... 

65  and  upwards 

4 

1 

... 

4 

1 

... 

Totals 

88 

65 

35 

35 

55 

54 

12 

7 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  number  of  persons  notified  as  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  Rhondda  during  1937  was 
153  as  compared  with  a corresponding  number  of  183  cases 
during  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  109, 
giving  a death-rate  of  0.88  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population. 

Amongst  the  eleven  wards  comprising  the  district 
Ward  2 with  24  notifications  provided  the  largest  number 
of  cases  whilst  Ward  6,  wherein  five  cases  were  notified, 
provided  the  lowest  number.  The  fatalities  were  most 
numerous  in  Ward  1 where  18  deaths  occurred  and  Ward  7, 
with  five  deaths,  suffered  the  lowest  mortality. 

The  sex  distribution  of  the  notified  cases  showed  a 
higher  incidence  amongst  males  than  females  in  the  pro- 
portion of  88  cases  amongst  males  to  65  cases  amongst 
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females  but  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  distribution  of  the 
disease  in  the  various  age-groups  showed  that  amongst 
persons  between  15  and  25  years  of  age  the  number  of 
female  persons  notified  was  exactly  double  the  number  of 
cases  notified  amongst  male  persons  ; the  highest  incidence 
amongst  the  latter  sex  occurred  in  the  age-group  45  to  55 
years,  which  provided  24  notifications. 

In  the  aggregate  the  fatalities  were  almost  equally 
divided  amongst  the  two  sexes,  the  number  of  male  deaths 
being  55  and  of  female  deaths  54.  The  age  distribution 
of  the  deaths  show  ed  a much  higher  mortality-rate  amongst 
adolescent  females  than  males  ; in  the  age-group  15  to 
20  years  twelve  female  deaths  occurred  as  compared  with 
two  male  deaths  whilst  in  the  age-group,  20  to  25  years, 
twelve  female  and  seven  male  deaths  were  recorded.  In 
the  age-group  25  to  35  years  fifteen  female  deaths  occurred 
as  compared  with  fourteen  male  deaths  whilst  in  the  older 
age-groups  the  numbers  of  male  deaths  predominated. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  show'  a high  susceptibility 
amongst  the  younger  adult  female  population  of  the  district 
and  the  infection  in  a large  proportion  of  these  cases  appears 
to  be  rapidly  fatal.  There  are  many  factors  which  have 
a causative  influence  in  bringing  about  this  unsatisfactory 
condition,  the  most  important  of  which  are  poverty  and 
lack  of  outdoor  recreational  facilities.  Owing  to  the  high 
incidence  of  unemployment  in  the  district  lack  of  financial 
resources  leads  to  inadequate  nutrition,  especially  amongst 
the  younger  female  population,  and  evidence  of  this  was 
obtained  during  the  medical  examination  of  the  girls  attend- 
ing the  juvenile  instruction  centre  where  45.1  per  cent,  of 
the  girls  in  attendance  were  certified  as  being  in  need  of 
additional  nourishment.  On  entering  domestic  service 
or  industrial  occupations  these  girls  are  already  handicapped 
and  unless  the  conditions  under  which  they  serve  or  are 
occupied  are  exceptionally  favourable  they  readily  fall 
victims  to  the  disease. 
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In  comparison  with  those  available  for  members 
of  the  male  sex  the  out-door  recreational  facilities  provided 
for  females  are  also  inadequate  and  unfortunately  the 
configuration  of  the  district  and  the  areas  available  for 
suitable  playing  fields  do  not  lend  themselves  to  the  pro- 
vision of  these  facilities  so  that  indoor  amusements  such  as 
those  provided  in  cinemas,  dance  halls,  and  concerts  are 
patronised  even  during  those  periods  of  the  year  when 
out-door  recreation  might  be  enjoyed  on  a more  extensive 
scale  and  with  greater  physical  benefit.  Though  the 
playing  fields  in  the  district  are  limited  it  is  believed  that 
greater  use  could  be  made  of  them  in  the  interests  of  the 
health  of  the  younger  female  population,  particularly  by 
the  formation  of  clubs  or  groups  whose  principal  activities 
might  be  directed  towards  the  organisation  of  out-door 
games  and  other  forms  of  physical  recreation. 

Amongst  the  153  cases  notified  fifty-four  were  admitted 
before  the  end  of  the  year  to  the  hospitals  or  sanatoria 
controlled  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association. 

The  number  of  fatal  cases  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis who  had  not  been  notified  under  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations  prior  to  the  dates  of  death 
was  14,  equivalent  to  12.8  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from 
the  disease  ; 45  cases  were  notified  during  1937,  29  were 
notified  in  1936,  11  were  notified  in  1935  and  the  remaining 
10  cases  were  notified  in  various  years  extending  as  far 
back  as  1920  in  one  instance.  The  above  figures  show 
that  there  has  been  considerable  delay  in  the  notification 
of  a large  proportion  of  the  cases  which  ended  fatally 
during  the  year. 

Of  the  male  deaths  from  this  disease  35  occurred 
amongst  persons  who  were  employed  in  the  coal-mining 
industry. 
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NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
notified  in  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  during  1937  was  70, 
representing  an  incidence-rate  of  0.56  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 
mated population.  The  number  of  deaths  certified  as 
due  to  these  forms  of  the  disease  was  19,  equivalent  to  a 
death-rate  of  0.15  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Ward  11  with  fifteen  notifications  provided  the  largest 
number  of  cases  whilst  Ward  3 with  only  one  notification 
was  least  affected.  No  death  from  non-respiratoiy  tuber- 
culosis was  recorded  in  Wards  1 and  4 whilst  the  mortality 
was  heaviest  in  Wards  1,  6,  9 arid  10,  in  each  of  which 
three  deaths  occurred. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  was  equally  divided 
amongst  the  two  sexes  but  with  slight  variations  in  respect 
of  some  of  the  organs  involved,  e.g.,  tuberculosis  of  the 
glands  of  the  neck  occurred  in  fifteen  females  as  compared 
with  thirteen  males  and  abdominal  tuberculosis  was  notified 
in  eight  males  and  seven  females. 


The  age  distribution  of  the  notified  cases  showed 
maximum  incidence  amongst  persons  between  five  and 
fifteen  years  of  age  of  whom  26  were  notified  ; 16  cases 
were  notified  amongst  children  under  five  years  of  age, 
17  cases  were  between  15  and  25  years  of  age,  10  amongst 
persons  between  25  and  45  years  old  and  the  remaining 
case  belonged  to  the  age-group,  45  to  65  years.  The 
fatalities  were  distributed  amongst  all  these  age-groups 
with  a maximum  number,  six,  in  the  age-groups  comprising 
persons  between  15  and  25  years  of  age. 

Of  the  nineteen  deaths  which  occurred  during  the 
year  two  were  of  persons  who  had  not  been  notified  as 
suffering  from  the  disease,  fifteen  had  been  notified  during 
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the  year  at  varying  intervals  prior  to  the  occurrence  of  the 
fatal  terminations  of  the  illnesses  whilst  the  remaining 
two  were  notified  in  1935. 

Amongst  the  70  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year  nine  were  admitted  to  the  in- 
stitutions controlled  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association. 

Of  the  nineteen  deaths  from  non-respiratory  tuber- 
culosis ten  were  due  to  infection  of  the  meninges,  three 
were  caused  by  the  miliary  form  of  the  disease,  tuberculosis 
of  the  hip  joint  and  of  the  peritoneum  caused  two  deaths 
each  and  infection  of  the  intestines  apd  spine  were  each 
the  cause  of  one  death. 


APPENDIX. 
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TABLE  1. 

Population  of  the  Rhondda  at  each  Census  since  1801. 


Year. 

Houses. 

Persons . 

Persons 

per 

House. 

In- 

habited. 

Unin- 

habited. 

Build- 

ing. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

al801 

265 

277 

542 

1811 

283 

293 

576 

1821 

309 

338 

647 

1831 

277 

265 

542 

1841 

386 

362 

748 

1851 

493 

458 

951 

1861 

561 

107 

5 

1,669 

1,366 

3,035 

5.4 

1871 

2,710 

32 

62 

9,559 

7,355 

16,914 

6.2 

61871 

23,950 

1881 

9,193 

340 

158 

30,877 

24,755 

55,632 

6.0 

1891 

13,551 

146 

374 

50,174 

38,177 

88,351 

6.5 

1901 

19,210 

368 

112 

62,315 

51,420 

113,735 

5.92 

1911 

26,250 

457 

444 

83,209 

69,572 

152,781 

5.82 

1921 

28,139 

403 

92 

85,316 

77,401 

162,717 

5.78 

1931 

28,287 

415 

74,037 

67,309 

141,346 

5.00 

1937 

124,200 

NOTES. 

(а)  The  census  returns  for  1801  include  Rhigos,  which  is  not  within 

the  present  area  of  the  Rhondda  District. 

(б)  Portions  of  the  Llanwonno  and  Llantrisant  Districts  were  added  to 

the  Rhondda  District  on  October  1st,  1879. 

The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  population  in  the  enlarged  area  in 
1871  at  23,950. 
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TABLE  2. 

Rateable  and  Assessable  Values  of  the  Rhondda  Urban  District. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  Harries,  Treasurer  to  the  Council 
for  the  following  statement : — 


Year 
ending 
31st  March. 


Rateable 

Value. 


Assessable 

Value. 


General 
District 
Rate  in  £ 


£ 

s. 

d. 

1896 

... 

409,807 

2 

6 

1897 

443,290 

0 

0 

1898 

451,977 

5 

0 

1899 

462,354 

1 

6 

1900 

463,387 

12 

6 

1901 

490,352 

15 

0 

1902 

... 

481,521 

10 

0 

1903 

539,336 

15 

0 

1904 

515,731 

0 

0 

1905 

527,210 

5 

0 

1906 

520,041 

10 

0 

1907 

534,772 

15 

0 

1908 

569,169 

10 

0 

1909 

622,832 

10 

0 

1910 

646,069 

0 

0 

1911 

... 

643,471 

0 

0 

1912 

617,992 

15 

0 

1913 

616,381 

15 

0 

1914 

698,065 

10 

0 

1915 

694,431 

15 

0 

1916 

711,967 

0 

0 

1917 

768,717 

10 

0 

1918 

755,374 

15 

0 

1919 

677,458 

0 

0 

1920 

657,985 

5 

0 

1921 

... 

595,067 

0 

0 

1922 

517,508 

15 

0 

1923 

607,187 

10 

0 

1924 

631,554 

10 

0 

1925 

638,347 

15 

0 

1926 

603,256 

15 

0 

1927 

541,440 

0 

0 

1928 

482,076 

0 

0 

1929 

546,426 

5 

0 

1930 

646,252 

0 

0 

1931 

436,173 

0 

0 

1932 

409,848 

0 

0 

1933 

397,285 

0 

0 

1934 

394,065 

0 

0 

1935 

393,025 

0 

0 

1936 

391,908 

0 

0 

1937 

385,560 

0 

0 

1938 

... 

383,629 

0 

0 

£ s. 

d. 

per  annum 
s.  d. 

341,050  13 

11 

• • • 

2 

6 

371,927  4 

7 

• . . 

2 

6 

379,042  3 

9 

• . • 

2 

6 

387,533  3 

6 

2 

6 

387,549  19 

9 

2 

9 

413,620  18 

4 

2 

9 

404,692  18 

4 

3 

0 

464,698  15 

5 

• . • 

3 

0 

444,285  10 

0 

... 

3 

8 

453,629  0 

0 

3 

2 

441,745  1 

8 

3 

0 

455,087  5 

0 

3 

0 

486,645  16 

8 

3 

3 

540,429  15 

10 

3 

6 

561,456  7 

11 

3 

3 

556,621  5 

10 

3 

3 

545,344  12 

6 

3 

3 

541,432  14 

7 

3 

6 

623,389  16 

8 

3 

3 

618,485  10 

5 

3 

6 

649,216  0 

0 

3 

6 

705,747  13 

9 

3 

0 

692,921  9 

7 

3 

6 

615,599  3 

9 

5 

6 

590,905  18 

9 

7 

4 

528,577  2 

6 

11 

0 

451,981  11 

8 

9 

0 

549,286  10 

5 

7 

3 

568,792  9 

7 

7 

0 

573,844  4 

7 

6 

6 

543,334  2 

6 

6 

6 

482,496  12 

1 

8 

6 

423,038  18 

4 

10 

9 

488,093  10 

10 

9 

0 

— 

... 

25 

0 

— 

23 

0 

— 

23 

0 

— 

... 

23 

0 

— 

22 

9 

— 

22 

6 

— 

... 

22 

6 

— 

24 

0 

— 

25 

0 

A penny  rate  on  the  Rateable  Value  produces  £1,328  (Net). 

i and  from  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1930,  the  term  “Assessable 
Value ^ has  been  discontinued  and  the  GeneralRate  in  the  £ includes  the  “Poor 
™w^er1/  leTx®d  the  Guardians,  these  changes  being  a consequence 
of  the  new  system  introduced  by  the  Rating  and  Valuation  Act,  1925. 

Tbe  RaJe5bl0e,  Yal!?e  of  the  District  shows  a considerable  reduction  for 
-ei\ded  ?* 11st  March>  1931>  and  subsequent  years,  owing  to  the  de- 
rating of  industrial  properties  under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929. 
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TABLE  3. 

Number  of  Births,  Birth-rate,  number  of  Deaths  of 


Children  under  one  year  of  age,  Infantile  Mortality-rate. 
Number  of  Deaths,  and  Death-rate  in  each  year  since  1891. 


Year. 

Total 

Number 

of 

Births. 

General 
Birth-rate 
per  1,000 

Number  of 
Deaths  of 
children 
under  one 
year  of  age 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
Births. 

Total 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

General 

Death- 

rate 

per  1,000 

1891 

3,935 

44.3 

862 

219 

2,255 

25.4 

1892 

3,916 

42.9 

757 

193 

1,804 

19.8 

1893 

4,149 

44.3 

932 

225 

2,132 

22.8 

1894 

3,715 

38.7 

757 

204 

1,706 

17.7 

1895 

4,245 

43.1 

997 

235 

2,246 

22.8 

1896 

4,328 

43.9 

855 

198 

2,105 

20.8 

1897 

4,109 

39.7 

838 

204 

2,049 

20.1 

1898 

4,120 

38.8 

793 

192 

1,979 

18.8 

1899 

4,089 

37.5 

1,016 

248 

2,419 

22.4 

1900 

4,469 

40.0 

839 

188 

2,181 

19.9 

1901 

4,586 

40.0 

1,020 

222 

2,431 

21.2 

1902 

4,937 

41.8 

883 

179 

2,190 

18.6 

1903 

4,897 

40.3 

778 

159 

1,998 

16.4 

1904 

4,860 

38.8 

925 

190 

2,345 

18.7 

1905 

4,664 

36.2 

927 

199 

2,402 

18.6 

1906 

4,751 

35.8 

821 

173 

2,074 

15.6 

1907 

4,831 

35.3 

782 

162 

2,133 

15.6 

1908 

5,454 

38.7 

1,002 

184 

2,516 

17.9 

1909 

5,577 

38.4 

724 

130 

2,231 

15.4 

1910 

5,628 

37.7 

770 

137 

2,181 

14.6 

1911 

5,491 

35.7 

902 

164 

2,352 

15.3 

1912 

5,236 

33.8 

666 

127 

2,182 

14.1 

1913 

5,505 

35.2 

766 

139 

2,360 

15.1 

1914 

5,558 

35.3 

762 

137 

2,410 

15.3 

1915 

4,983 

31.4 

567 

114 

2,218 

14.0 

1916 

4,481 

28.0 

471 

105 

1,940 

12.1 

1917 

4,145 

25.7 

425 

103 

1,977 

12.3 

1918 

4,346 

26.7 

448 

103 

2,340 

14.4 

1919 

4,263 

26.0 

474 

111 

2,111 

12.9 

1920 

5,046 

30.5 

526 

104 

2,237 

13.5 

1921 

4,898 

29.4 

538 

110 

2,003 

12.0 

1922 

4,103 

24.5 

333 

81 

2,073 

12.4 

1923 

3,897 

23.2 

331 

85 

1,871 

11.1 

1924 

3,970 

23.6 

317 

80 

1,880 

11.2 

1925 

3,709 

22.1 

355 

96 

2,014 

12.0 

1926 

3,232 

19.9 

223 

69 

1,753 

10.8 

1927 

2,750 

17.3 

235 

85 

1,828 

11.5 

1928 

2,704 

17.6 

208 

77 

1,809 

11.7 

1929 

2,614 

17.1 

217 

83 

1,868 

12.2 

1930 

2,545 

17.3 

209 

82 

1,740 

11.8 

1931 

2,496 

17.5 

196 

79 

1,901 

13.4 

1932 

2,471 

17.5 

171 

69 

1,759 

12.5 

1933 

2,303 

16.5 

205 

89 

1,896 

13.6 

1934 

2,252 

16.4 

141 

63 

1,633 

11.9 

1935 

2,193 

16.3 

153 

70 

1,694 

12.6 

1936 

2 055 

15.8 

117 

57 

1,751 

13.5 

1937 

1,863 

15.0 

122 

65 

1 688 

13.6 
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TABLE  4. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Houses,  Estimated  Population, 
Number  of  Deaths,  and  Death-rate  per  1,000  for  each 
Ward. 


Ward. 

Number 

of 

Occupied 

Houses. 

Estimated 

population 

to 

middle  of 
1937. 

Number 
of  deaths 
from 

all  causes. 

Death- 

rate 

per 

1,000. 

1 

2,595 

11,689 

167 

14.3 

2 

3,053 

13,453 

187 

13.9 

3 

2,192 

9,140 

no 

12.0 

4 

2,234 

9,969 

131 

13.1 

5 

2,797 

11,734 

173 

14.7 

6 

2,710 

11,803 

164 

13.9 

7 

2,489 

10,413 

145 

13.9 

8 

3,092 

12,951 

171 

13.2 

9 

2,223 

9,770 

135 

13.8 

10 

2,074 

9,239 

103 

11.1 

11 

3,407 

14,039 

202 

14.4 

Rhondda 

28,866 

124,200 

1,688 

13.6 

164 


TABLE  5. 


Showing  the  number  of  Deaths  in  the  Rhondda  from 
the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  since  1917. 


■s 

Fevers. 

Average 

3 

a 

a 

Zymotic 

* 

> 

(3 

bo 

3 

'Ph 

O 

o • 

Year. 

Smallpo: 

Measle: 

<0 

d 

1 

Q 

OT 

3 

35 

Ph 

d 

<D 

-t-> 

3 

iD  ^ 
Ph2 

8 

1 

s 

Total 

Zymoti 

Deaths 

c8 

O ^ 

N 

PO  P 
CN  <d 

Q 

Death- 

rate 

of 

Ten 

If} 

H 

w 

C/3  P 

a 

Years. 

1917 

52 

5 

26 

23 

| 

1 

6 

... 

16 

129 

.8 

\ 

1918 

89 

5 

37 

11 

5 

27 

174 

1.1 

1919 

25 

4 

38 

19 

5 

... 

26 

117 

.7 

1920 

110 

29 

24 

24 

2 

25 

214 

1.3 

1921 

2 

17 

21 

34 ; 

... 

67 

141 

.8 

CO 

o 

1922 

5 

18 

22 

11 

1 

18 

75 

.4 

1923 

79 

13 ; 

34 

9 

1 

7 

143 

.9 

1024 

... 

5 

5 

12 

7 

... 

... 

6 

35 

.2 

1925 

92 

6 

43 

9 

1 j 

20 

171 

1.0 

1926 

3 

7 

14 

15 

7 

46 

.3 

) 

1927 

35 

2 

15 

12 

... 

5 

69 

.4 

\ 

1928 

9 

2 

8 

27 

... 

8 

54 

.4 

1929 

... 

12 

1 

19 

24 

... 

... 

3 

59 

.4 

1930 

12 

4 

19 

33 

... 

... 

... 

1 

69 

.5 

1931 

... 

32 

4 

16 

23 

... 

2 

77 

.5 

1932 

... 

1 

7 

21 

6 

35 

.2 

> 0.3 

1933 

... 

43 

1 

6 

19 

3 

72 

.5 

1934 

... 

1 

5 

4 

15 

... 

... 

... 

25 

.2 

1935 

12 

1 

5 

14 

... 

1 

33 

.2 

1936 

... 

1 

1 

4 

4 

... 

1 

11 

.1 

j 

1937 

... 

7 

1 

3 

3 

... 

... 

i - 

2 

16 

.1 

165 


1937 
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TABLE  7. 

Showing  the  number  of  cases  and  incidence  of  the 


Notifiable 

Diseases  in 

the 

Rhondda 

since 

compulsory 

notification 

was  adopted 

in 

1894. 

Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Incidence  per 
1,000  of 
Population. 

1894 

... 

625 

95,994 

... 

6.6 

1895 

... 

933 

... 

98,356 

9.5 

1896 

... 

1,241 

... 

100,870 

... 

12.3 

1897 

1,031 

103,445 

9.9 

1898 

1,652 

106,094 

15.6 

1899 

2,700 

... 

108,807 

... 

24.8 

1900 

... 

3,214 

111,587 

28.8 

1901 

3,039 

... 

114,587 

26.5 

1902 

1,879 

118,020 

... 

15.9 

1903 

1,597 

121,557 

13.1 

1904 

1,240 

125,199 

9.9 

1905 

... 

534 

128,951 

... 

4.1 

1906 

779 

132,814 

5.9 

1907 

773 

136,794 

5.7 

1908 

... 

862 

140,894 

6.1 

1909 

... 

1,091 

145,116 

... 

7.5 

1910 

1,530 

149,464 

... 

10.2 

1911 

1,261 

... 

153,775 

8.2 

1912 

1,652 

155,012 

10.7 

1913 

... 

1,820 

156,259 

11.6 

1914 

1,646 

157,515 

... 

10.4 

1915 

1,274 

158,782 

8.0 

1916 

3,572 

160,059 

... 

22.3 

1917 

. • • 

3,376 

... 

161,346 

20.9 

1918 

4,015 

162,644 

... 

24.7 

1919 

2,254 

163,952 

13.7 

1920 

2,442 

165,271 

14.8 

1921 

• • • 

1,917 

... 

166,600 

... 

11.5 

1922 

1,927 

167,500 

... 

11.5 

1923 

• . • 

1,882 

167,900 

... 

11.2 

1924 

2,279 

167,900 

13.6 

1925 

• • • 

1,580 

... 

167,570 

... 

9.4 

167 


TABLE  7 — ■ Continued . 


Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Incidence  per 
1,000  of 
Population. 

1926 

1,504 

... 

162,500 

9.3 

1927 

2,138 

159,270 

13.4 

1928 

2,940 

154,020 

19.1 

1929 

2,770 

153,100 

18.1 

1930 

2,656 

... 

147,000 

18.1 

1931 

3,177 

... 

142,230 

22.3 

1932 

2,070 

140,850 

14.7 

1933 

1,489 

139,500 

10.7 

1934 

1,980 

137,200 

14.4 

1935 

1,555 

134,600 

11.6 

1936 

1,187 

129,900 

9.1 

1937 

1,366 

... 

124,200 

11.0 

Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Erysipelas,  and 
Puerperal  Fever  became  notifiable  on  1st  January,  1894. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  became  notifiable  on  1st  January,  1912. 

All  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  became  notifiable  on  1st  February,  1913. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis  became  notifiable  6n 
1st  September,  1912. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  became  notifiable  on  1st  April,  1914. 

Measles  and  German  Measles  were  notifiable  from  1st  January,  1916, 
to  31st  December,  1919. 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  and  Acute  Polio- Encephalitis  became 
notifiable  on  1st  January,  1919. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  Malaria 
and  Dysentery,  became  notifiable  on  1st  March,  1919. 

Trench  Fever  was  notifiable  from  the  1st  March,  1919,  to  the  31st  De- 
cember, 1927. 

Anthrax  became  notifiable  on  1st  July,  1921. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  became  notifiable  on  the  1st  October,  1926. 

Chicken  Pox  was  notifiable  (temporarily)  from  the  13th  July,  1923,  to 
the  30th  June,  1924,  and  from  the  17th  March,  1927  to  16th  March,  1932. 
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RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  8. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1937  and  previous 


years. 


Year. 

1 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
registered 
in  District. 

Trans- 

ferable 

Deaths. 

Net  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Uncorrected 
05  Number. 

Net. 

t-i 

<U 

rO 

a 

£ 

6 

<u* 

4-> 

ce 

psj 

7 

j Of  Non-Residents  J 

20  registered  in  the  District. 

Of  Residents  not 
^registered  in  the  District. 

Und 
yr.  o 

Ler  1 
f age 

At  all 
ages. 

^ Number. 

oi 

5 

3 Number. 

I i—  Rate  per  1000 

1—1  net  Births. 

1 

3 Number.  | 
1 

<u 

"c$ 

13 

1932 

140,850 

2,471 

2,471 

17.5 

1,692 

12.0 

85 

152 

171 

69 

1,759 

12.5 

1933 

139,500 

2,303 

2,303 

16.5 

1,809 

13.0 

76 

163 

205 

89 

1,896 

13.6 

1934 

137,200 

2,342 

2.252 

16.4 

1,558 

11.4 

78 

153 

141 

60 

1,633 

11.9 

1935 

134,600 

2,268 

2,193 

16.3 

1,585 

11.8 

75 

oo 

153 

70 

1,694 

12.6 

1936 

129,900 

2,150 

2,055 

15.8 

1,611 

12.4 

49 

189 

117 

57 

1,751 

13.5 

1937 

124,200 

1,987 

1,863 

15.0 

1,603 

12,9 

81 

166 

122 

65 

1,688 

13.6 

Notes. — This  table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in 
the  district  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with  the  cor- 
responding rates. 

Rates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13  are  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated 
population. 

The  deaths  included  in  Column  6 are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during 
the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The  deaths  in- 
cluded in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  the  subtraction 
of  the  number  in  Column  8 and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  9. 
Deaths  in  Column  10  are  similarly  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  deaths 
under  one  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  8 and  by  the  addition 
of  the  deaths  under  one  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  9. 

“ Transferable  Deaths  " are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a fixed  or 
usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than  that  in  which 
they  resided. 

Area  of  District  in  acres i 
(exclusive  of  area  covered  f 23,885 
by  water),  ' 
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TABLE  Hi. — Causes  off,  and  Ages  at.  Death  during  the  Year  1937 —(Continued  on  two  next  pages). 
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TABLE  IV—  Rhondda  Urban  District.— Infantile  Mortality,  1937.  Net  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age. 

( Continued  on  next  page). 
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TABLE  V. 

(TABLE  S.D.  30  of  the  Registrar-General). 

Causes  of  Death  in  Rhondda  Urban  District  during  1937. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females, 

All  Causes  

• •• 

... 

• •• 

976 

• •• 

725 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers... 

... 

... 

— 

... 

— 

2. 

Measles 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

6 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  

... 

... 

... 

— 

... 

1 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

5. 

Diphtheria 

... 

... 

... 

3 

... 

— 

6. 

Influenza 

... 

... 

• •• 

30 

• •• 

29 

7. 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

... 

... 

... 

— 

... 

— 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

... 

... 

55 

... 

53 

10. 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

... 

... 

... 

13 

... 

7 

11. 

Syphilis 

... 

... 

• •• 

1 

... 

— 

12. 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

4 

... 

— 

13. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease... 

... 

• •• 

85 

, . , 

67 

14. 

Diabetes 

... 

• •• 

• •• 

4 

... 

10 

15. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

... 

... 

69 

... 

51 

16. 

Heart  disease 

... 

... 

268 

... 

197 

17. 

Aneurysm 

... 

• M 

... 

— 

... 

1 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases... 

... 

... 

... 

33 

... 

33 

29. 

Bronchitis 

... 

,,, 

... 

61 

... 

27 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

... 

... 

... 

39 

* . . 

33 

11. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

... 

... 

... 

18 

... 

5 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer  

... 

... 

12 

... 

1 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

1 

24. 

Appendicitis 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

4 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

... 

,,, 

3 

... 

— 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

. . . 

• • • 

. . , 

6 

... 

11 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

15 

... 

10 

28. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

... 

• •• 

... 

42 

. . . 

22 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis  

... 

... 

... 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  puerperal  causes 

... 

... 

... 

— 

... 

5 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 

malformations,  etc. 

• •• 

• • • 

... 

40 

... 

28 

32. 

Senility 

• • • 

... 

... 

20 

... 

29 

33. 

Suicide 

... 

... 

... 

10 

... 

2 

34. 

Other  violence 

... 

... 

46 

... 

11 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases 

... 

• •• 

... 

85 

... 

75 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

. . . 

• •• 

... 

6 

... 

2 

Specal  causes  (included  above)  — 

Smallpox  

... 

• •• 

... 

— 

• •• 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

... 

... 

... 

— 

*•  » 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

... 

,,, 

... 

— 

... 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year — 

Total  

• •• 

• •• 

... 

67 

... 

54 

Legitimate  

... 

... 

... 

64 

... 

50 

Illegitimate 

... 

... 

3 

... 

4 

Live  Births — 

Total  

, . . 

• . • 

. . . 

950 

... 

856 

Legitimate  

... 

... 

. . . 

922 

... 

829 

Illegitimate  ... 

... 

... 

... 

28 

... 

27 

Still  Births — 

Total  

... 

• •• 

... 

42 

... 

43 

Legitimate  

• •• 

,i# 

. . . 

40 

... 

42 

Illegitimate  ... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

1 

Population  

... 

. . » 

124,200 
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NOTES. 
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(e.)  Holds  the  New  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

(f.)  Holds  the  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  granted  by  the 
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VI. 


Rhondda  Urban  District  Council. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Education  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  School  Medical  Service  m the 
Rhondda  Urban  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1937. 

Earfy  in  the  year  under  review  the  Authority’s  scheme 
for  the  operative  treatment  of  children  suffering  from 
chronic  tonsillitis  and  adenoids  became  effective  ; much 
progress  was  made  towards  the  elimination  of  this  con- 
dition amongst  the  school  population  and  satisfactory 
results  were  recorded  amongst  those  cases  who  received 
operative  treatment. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  erection  and  equipping 
of  the  new  combined  maternity  and  child  welfare  and 
school  clinic  at  Ferndale  were  completed  whilst  a similar 
clinic  at  Ynyswen,  Treorchy,  was  nearing  completion ; 
the  plans  for  the  re-erection  of  the  clinic  at  Dyffryn  Ffrwd, 
Ystrad,  were  also  approved  and  the  contractor  had  made 
considerable  progress  with  the  building  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Having  regard  to  the  facilities  which  will  become 
available  at  these  clinics,  the  Authority  considered  and 
approved  a scheme  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments 
amongst  school  children  and  also  an  extended  scheme 
for  the  treatment  and  after-care  of  children  suffering  from 


Vll. 


I 


orthopaedic  defects  ; it  is  hoped  that  these  extensions 
of  the  school  medical  service  will  be  established  as  soon  as 
the  new  clinics  are  completed. 

The  figures  in  this  report  relating  to  the  nutritional 
condition  of  the  school  population  show  that,  on  clinical 
evidence,  no  appreciable  deterioration  has  become  manifest 
though  poverty  and  destitution  are  still  prevalent  amongst 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  ; the  efforts  of  the  Authority 
in  providing  milk  and  other  meals  have  largely  prevented 
a higher  incidence  of  malnutrition. 

Amongst  further  extensions  of  the  school  medical 
service  in  the  area  which  deserve  consideration  in  the  near 
future  are  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  nose  and  ear 
amongst  school  children  and  the  provision  of  facilities 
for  the  supervision  and  treatment  of  children  suffering 
from  rheumatic  fever  and  allied  conditions  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  development  of  heart  disease.  There  is  also 
a need  for  the  establishment  of  “ open-air  ” schools  for 
delicate  children  and  for  those  who  are  convalescing  from 
debilitating  diseases  ; many  children  of  the  latter  category 
resume  attendance  at  the  elementary  schools  before  recovery 
is  fully  established  so  that  the  stage  of  complete  recovery 
is  considerably  postponed  and  in  the  meantime  their  attend  • 
ance  at  school  is  frequently  irregular. 


I remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 


School  Medical  Officer. 


Tydfil  House, 
Pentre, 
Rhondda. 


Rhondda  Urban  District  Council. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population 
of  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  at  mid-summer,  1937, 
was  124,200.  The  number  of  children  on  the  registers 
of  the  schools  controlled  by  the  Education  Committee  at 
the  end  of  the  year  anounted  to  23,558,  comprising  20,739 
in  the  elementary  schools,  2,702  in  the  higher  schools  and 
117  in  the  Ynyscynon  Nursery  School.  The  number  of 
elementary  school  children  was  1,747  less  than  that  recorded 
at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 

The  total  number  of  elementary  schools  in  the  district 
was  unchanged  at  41  but  the  re-organisation  of  the  Williams- 
town  School  resulted  in  a reduction  of  one  in  the  number 
of  departments,  which  at  the  end  of  the  year  totalled  94. 
The  accommodation  provided  in  the  elementary  schools, 
including  temporary  buildings,  amounted  to  34,059  places  ; 
although  this  figure  is  much  in  excess  of  the  number  of 
children  in  attendance,  the  uneven  distribution  of  the 
children  in  relation  to  the  accommodation  available  made 
it  necessary  to  continue  the  use  of  vestries  rented  from 
various  religious  organisations  but  the  number  of  accommo- 
dation units  covered  by  this  provision  had  by  the  end  of 
the  year  been  reduced  by  60  to  442. 


1.— ADMINISTRATION  AND  STAFF. 

The  activities  of  the  Public  Health  and  School  Medical 
Services  of  the  Council  are  combined  in  one  department 
under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  who  is  also  School  Medical  Officer. 


IX. 


With  the  exception  of  two  lady  assistant  medical 
officers,  who  devote  practically  the  whole  of  their  time  to 
maternity  and  child  welfare  work,  the  services  of  all  the 
members  of  the  medical,  dental  and  nursing  staffs  are 
available  for  both  the  public  health  and  school  medical 
services.  This  arrangement  avoids  over-lapping  and 
enables  the  ready  diversion  of  the  staff  from  one  service 
to  the  other  in  order  to  meet  any  fluctuating  demand  or 
emergency  ; it  also  gives  variety  and  added  interest  to 
the  work  and  is  thus  conducive  to  greater  efficiency  and 
co-operation.  A list  of  the  school  medical  service  staff  is 
given  at  the  commencement  of  this  Report  and  shows  but 
few  changes  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
Dr.  Gwyneth  N.  Ellis  commenced  duties  as  assistant  school 
medical  officer  on  the  12th  April  and  occupied  an  additional 
post  created  in  order  to  cope  with  recent  and  prospective 
developments  in  the  school  medical  service,  while  Dr. 
Winifred  LI.  Acraman  joined  the  department  in  December 
to  fill  a vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Nellie  E. 
Jones,  who  left  to  take  up  a similar  appointment  under 
another  Authority.  There  was  no  change  in  the  personnel 
of  the  dental  and  school  nursing  staffs  during  the  year. 


2.— CO-ORDINATION. 

The  fusion  of  the  public  health  and  school  medical 
activities  of  the  Council  into  a single  unit  under  the  control 
of  one  supervising  officer  ensures  complete  co-ordination 
of  the  two  services,  this  arrangement  being  of  particular 
advantage  in  the  control  of  infectious  disease  and  in  regard 
to  maternity  and  child  welfare  work. 

(a)  Infant  and  Child  Welfare. — The  Council’s  mater- 
nity and  child  welfare  arrangements  include  provision 
for  the  medical  supervision  at  the  welfare  centres  of  all 
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children  under  school  age.  Although  the  first  year  of 
each  child’s  life  has  been  regarded  as  the  period  calling 
for  most  systematic  attention,  a large  proportion  of  the 
children  continue  to  be  brought  to  the  welfare  centres 
until  they  enter  school,  the  number  of  children  between 
one  and  five  years  of  age  who  were  recorded  as  having 
attended  the  centres  during  1937  amounting  to  3,883. 
The  home  visitation  by  the  health  visitors  of  children 
between  one  and  five  years  old,  which  was  previously 
undertaken  in  special  cases  only,  was  extended  during 
the  year  under  review  to  cover  all  cases  belonging  to  this 
age  group.  Children  under  five  years  of  age  who  belong 
to  necessitous  families  are  granted  supplies  of  milk  under 
the  Council’s  Milk  Assistance  Scheme  either  gratuitously 
or  at  half  cost  price. 

(b)  Nursery  Schools. — Accommodation  is  provided  at 
the  Ynyscynon  Nursery  School  for  120  children  between 
the  ages  of  two  and  seven  years.  The  school  is  adminis- 
tered in  accordance  with  the  Nursery  School  Regulations 
of  the  Board  of  Education  and  is  visited  at  frequent 
intervals  by  members  of  the  Authority’s  medical  and 
school  nursing  staffs. 

Advantage  is  also  taken  of  the  surplus  accommodation 
available  at  most  of  the  infant  schools  in  the  district  to 
encourage  the  attendance  of  children  between  two  and 
five  years  of  age  and  in  many  instances  special  nursery 
class  equipment  has  been  provided.  The  total  number 
of  children  under  five  years  old  who  were  in  attendance 
at  the  elementary  schools  and  thus  became  subject  to 
routine  medical  examination  amounted  to  2,209  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

(c)  The  care  of  debilitated  children  under  school  age. — 
The  discovery  of  delicate  children  under  school  age  is 
mainly  effected  as  a result  of  their  attendance  at  the  child 
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welfare  centres.  Any  such  cases  coming  to  the  notice 
of  the  health  visitors  and  not  already  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Council’s  medical  staff  are,  as  a routine  measure, 
referred  to  the  welfare  centres  for  medical  examination 
and  advice.  Cases  found  to  require  medical  or  surgical 
treatment  not  embraced  by  the  Council’s  arrangements 
are  referred  to  their  own  medical  attendants,  while  dental 
and  ophthalmic  defects  are  treated  at  the  Authority’s 
clinics,  657  pre-school  children  being  thus  dealt  with  by 
the  dental  staff  and  10  examined  at  the  eye  clinic  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  five  of  the  latter  being  provided  with 
spectacles  at  the  Council’s  expense.  Orthopaedic  treat- 
ment was  also  provided  under  the  Council’s  maternity 
and  child  welfare  arrangements  during  the  year  for  nine 
children,  including  two  who  received  in-patient  treatment 
at  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff. 


3.— HYGIENIC  CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

After  the  routine  visits  to  the  schools  the  medical 
inspectors  submitted  reports  on  the  inspection  of  the 
school  buildings  and,  on  the  whole,  the  conditions  were 
satisfactory  especially  in  regard  to  the  general  state  of 
cleanliness  of  the  school  premises. 

The  lighting  of  some  of  the  classrooms  in  the  older 
schools  is  poor  in  the  winter  months  but  during  the  year 
under  review  the  lighting  was  improved  in  eight  depart- 
ments by  extending  the  window  area  or  by  the  provision 
of  sky-lights. 

Amongst  other  works  carried  out  during  the  year, 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Eli  Taylor,  the  Council’s 
Surveyor  and  Architect,  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools 
in  the  district  were  the  substitution  of  ranges  of  pedestal 
pans  for  the  old  type  of  trough  closets  in  four  departments 
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and  of  wash-hand  lavatory  basins  in  four  other  departments  ; 
the  playgrounds  attached  to  twenty  departments  were 
relaid  so  as  to  render  the  surfaces  more  even  and  therefore 
safer  for  the  children.  New  provision  for  the  heating 
of  cloak-rooms  was  also  installed  in  six  departments  and 
it  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  be  continued  until  all  the 
schools  in  the  district  are  eventually  provided  with 
properly  heated  and  ventilated  cloak-rooms. 


4.— SCOPE  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  CARRIED  OUT 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 

( a ) The  elementary  school  children  medically  examined 
during  the  year  were  drawn  from  the  following  groups  : — 

(i.)  The  entrants,  or  those  not  previously  examined 
since  their  admission  into  school ; 

(ii.)  The  intermediates,  consisting  of  all  children 
between  eight  and  nine  years  of  age  who  had  not 
previously  been  examined  since  attaining  the  age  of 
eight  years  ; 

(iii.)  The  leavers,  or  those  who  had  reached  the 
age  of  12  years  and  had  not  been  previously  examined 
since  attaining  that  age  ; 

(iv.)  The  specials,  consisting  of  all  children  not 
included  in  the  above  code  groups  who,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  medical  inspectors,  teachers,  or  parents,  required 
medical  attention  at  the  time  of  inspection  ; and 

(v.)  The  tuberculosis  contacts,  consisting  of  those 
children  who  were  known,  or  believed  to  have  been  in 
close  association  with  one  or  more  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
either  at  their  homes  or  elsewhere  and  were  not 
embraced  by  the  code  or  special  groups  (i.)  to  (iv.). 


During  the  routine  visits  of  the  medical  inspectors 
to  the  schools  the  re-examination  of  children  previously 
found  defective  is  undertaken  with  a view  to  ascertaining 
any  change  that  may  have  taken  place  in  their  condition. 

(6)  The  Local  Education  Authority’s  scheme  of  medical 
inspection  embraces  all  the  items  laid  down  in  the  schedule 
of  the  Board  of  Education. 

(c)  As  a result  of  the  routine  procedure  outlined  above 
it  is  seldom  likely  that  any  child  suffering  from  a serious 
degree  of  mental  or  physical  defect  can  escape  medical 
examination  for  any  length  of  time.  Children  whose 
condition  is  so  seriously  defective  as  to  preclude  their 
attendance  at  school  are  usually  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  department  by  health  visitors,  attendance  officers 
and  other  interested  persons  and  when  their  attendance 
at  one  of  the  Authority’s  clinics  is  not  practicable  arrange- 
ments are  made  for  the  medical  examinations  to  be  carried 
out  at  the  children’s  homes. 

(i d ) The  active  interest  and  co-operation  of  the  school 
staffs  can  usually  be  relied  upon  and  contribute  largely 
towards  the  effectiveness  of  the  arrangements.  The 
necessity  for  carrying  out  the  work  of  medical  inspection 
on  the  school  premises  and  during  school  hours  may  be 
expected  to  cause  some  interference  with  the  ordinary 
educational  work  of  the  school,  especially  in  those  cases 
where,  owing  to  lack  of  proper  accommodation,  it  is  found 
necessary  for  the  medical  inspectors  to  resort  to  the  use 
of  a class  room. 

(e)  The  necessary  information  is  regularly  sen.  to  the 
head-teachers  of  the  various  schools  to  enable  them  to 
claim  credit  in  respect  of  the  attendance  of  school  children 
for  treatment  at  one  or  other  of  the  Authority’s  “ approved 
places  ” in  accordance  with  Administrative  Memorandum 
No.  51  issued  by  the  Board  of  Education. 
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5.— FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  5,664  children  were  sub- 
mitted to  routine  medical  examination  at  the  elementary 
schools,  including  2,137  entrants,  1,791  intermediates 
and  1,736  leavers.  There  were  also  examined  1,634 
children  in  the  “ special”  group,  while  7,099  re-examinations 
were  carried  out  with  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  con- 
dition of  the  children  in  relation  to  defects  discovered 
at  previous  medical  examinations  ( cf . Table  I.  Appendix). 

After  excluding  defects  of  nutrition,  uncleanliness 
and  dental  disease,  the  number  of  individual  children 
belonging  to  the  code  groups  who  were  found  on  routine 
medical  examination  to  be  suffering  from  defects  requiring 
treatment  amounted  to  1,450,  representing  25.6  per  cent, 
of  the  number  examined  during  the  year,  the  respective 
proportions  in  the  “ entrant  “ intermediate  ” and 
“ leaver  ” age-groups  being  20.6,  29.5  and  25.5  per  cent. 
These  figures  are  not  comparable  with  those  published 
in  this  section  in  previous  years  owing  to  the  exclusion  of 
defects  of  nutrition  on  this  occasion. 

[a)  Uncleanliness. — Among  the  children  examined  in 
the  code  and  special  groups  the  number  found  to  be  suffering 
from  uncleanliness  of  head  or  body  amounted  to  614, 
representing  8.4  per  cent,  of  the  number  examined,  which 
compares  unfavourably  with  the  proportion  of  6.2  per 
cent,  recorded  for  the  previous  year. 

In  the  course  of  the  cleanliness  survey  carried  out 
at  the  schools  by  the  school  nurses,  36,163  examinations 
of  children  were  made  during  the  year.  These  examinations 
disclosed  4,120  or  11.4  per  cent,  to  be  harbouring  nits, 
874  or  2.4  per  cent,  to  have  pediculi  and  230  or  0.6  per 
cent,  to  be  unclean  in  body  or  clothing  while  the  proportion 
of  individual  children  found  unclean  was  14.1  per  cent. 
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of  the  total  examined.  No  provision  has  been  made 
by  the  Authority  for  the  cleansing  of  unclean  children  but 
the  homes  of  the  children  concerned  are  visited  by  the 
school  nurses  and  the  parents  or  guardians  are  urged  to 
take  active  measures  for  the  removal  of  the  undesirable 
conditions,  suitable  advice  being  given  as  to  the  course 
to  be  followed  in  each  case.  Subsequent  re-examination 
of  the  affected  children  showed  that  the  number  infested 
with  nits  had  been  reduced  to  2,269,  those  with  pediculi 
to  56  and  the  number  of  cases  of  unclean  body  or  clothing 
to  67. 

The  above  figures  indicate  that  the  state  of  cleanliness 
of  Rhondda  children  is  not  altogether  satisfactory.  The 
school  nurses  have  devoted  considerable  time  to  cleanliness 
surveys  and  home  visiting  for  the  purpose  of  awakening 
the  interest  of  the  parents,  but  the  response  has  been 
disappointing  in  recent  years  ; hitherto,  the  Authority 
has  not  taken  active  measures  to  cleanse  children  who 
are  found  to  be  verminous,  but,  with  the  provision  of  facil- 
ities at  the  new  clinics  which  are  in  course  of  erection,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  action  prescribed  in  Section  87  of  the 
Education  Act,  1921,  will  be  put  into  operation.  Reference 
of  the  most  serious  cases  of  neglect  to  the  local  Inspector 
of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children  has,  however,  during  the  year  under  review  pro- 
duced favourable  results. 


Nutrition , Clothing  and  Footgear. — Owing  to  the  ab- 
sence of  any  appreciable  inprovement  in  the  economic 
circumstances  of  the  local  inhabitants  the  nutritional 
condition  of  the  school  children  in  the  area  continues  to 
demand  special  attention  on  the  part  of  the  school  medical 
service  staff,  especially  with  the  object  of  implementing 
the  Authority’s  arrangements  for  providing  supplementary 
nourishment  in  those  cases  where  such  provision  is  found 
to  be  necessary. 
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It  will  be  seen  in  Table  II. B (Appendix)  that  of  the 
5,664  children  examined  in  the  code-groups  during  the 
year  under  review,  12.7  per  cent,  were  classified  as  being 
in  an  “ excellent  ” state  of  nutrition,  77.6  per  cent,  as 
“ normal,”  9.4  per  cent,  as  “ sub-normal  ” and  0.3  as  “ bad.” 
These  proportions  are  on  the  whole  slightly  more  favour- 
able than  those  pertaining  to  the  previous  year  but  the  small 
extent  of  the  variation,  coupled  with  the  absence  of  any 
definite  standard  by  which  the  nutritional  condition  and 
any  degree  of  sub-normality  thereof  may  be  assessed, 
renders  it  unsafe  to  assume  that  there  has  in  fact  been  any 
definite  improvement.  The  classification  of  the  children 
in  the  groups  referred  to  above  was  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  Administrative  Memorandum  No.  124  of  the  Board 
of  Education  and  in  considering  whether  a child  should 
be  certified  for  the  provision  of  additional  nourishment 
due  regard  was  paid  to  the  view  expressed  by  the  Board 
that  such  provision  should  be  made  for  “ any  child  who 
shows  any  symptoms,  whether  educational  or  physical, 
however  slight.” 

The  subjoined  table  amplifies  Table  II.B.  in  the 
Appendix  to  the  extent  of  indicating  the  nutritional  con- 
dition of  boys  and  girls,  separately. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  subnormal  nutrition  was  less 
prevalent  amongst  boys  and  girls  in  the  “entrant”  group 
than  in  either  of  the  other  two  groups  and  it  may  be  claimed 
that  the  schemes  for  the  provision  of  milk  to  children 
under  school  age  administered  by  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  and  at  “ reduced  rates  ” under  the 
scheme  administered  by  the  Council  in  co-operation  with 
the  Milk  Marketing  Board  have  largely  contributed  towards 
the  maintenance  of  sound  nutritional  conditions  amongst 
pre-school  children.  In  the  other  age-groups  it  is  noted 
that  the  incidence  of  subnormal  nutrition  was  propor- 
tionately higher  amongst  boys  than  amongst  girls  whilst 
both  sexes  showed  a higher  incidence  in  the  second  or 
“ intermediate  ” age-group  than  in  the  third  or  “ leaver  ” 
age-group. 
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Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  inspected 
during  the  year  1937. 


Lge-groups. 

Number 

of 

Children 

in- 

spected 

A. 

(Excellent). 

B. 

(Normal). 

C. 

(Slightly 
subnormal) . 

D. 

(Bad). 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

I 

Boys 

1,095 

154 

14.1 

85 

78.2 

84 

7.7 

— 



rants  \ 

Girls 

1,042 

154 

14.8 

822 

78.9 

64 

6.1 

2 

0.2 

1 

, Total 

2,137 

308 

14.4 

1679 

78.6 

148 

6.9 

2 

0.1 

ond  | 
?e-  -j 

f Boys 

915 

109 

11.9 

669 

73.1 

135 

14.8 

2 

0.2 

! Girls 

876 

132 

15.1 

661 

75.5 

83 

9.5 

— 

— 

>up  | 

! Total 

1,791 

241 

13.5 

1330 

74.2 

218  | 

12.2 

2 

0.1 

lird  | 
?e-  -j 

r Boys 

847 

95 

11.2 

642 

5.8 

99 

11.7 

11 

1.3 

Girls 

889 

75 

8.4 

742 

83.5 

69 

7.8 

3 

0.3 

Dup.  | 

l Total 

1,736 

170 

9.8 

1384 

79.7 

168 

9.7 

14 

0.8 

lIs  | 

f Boys 

2,857 

358 

12.5 

2168 

75.9 

318 

11.1 

13 

0.5 

■1 

[ Girls 

2,807 

361 

12.9 

2225 

79.3 

216 

7.7 

5 

0.2 

Grand  Totals 

5,664 

719 

12.7 

4393 

1 

77.6 

534 

9.4 

18 

0.3 

Among  the  children  examined  in  the  code  and  special 
groups  during  the  year  0.66  per  cent,  were  recorded  as 
being  inadequately  or  unsuitably  clothed  as  compared 
with  0.35  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year  and  the  proportion 
with  defective  footgear  was  1.98  per  cent.  While  the 
slight  deterioration  which  the  above  figures  appear  to 
indicate  may  partly  be  due  to  changes  in  the  staff  of  medical 
inspectors,  with  resulting  variations  of  the  standards 
observed,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  general  increase  in 
prices  which  took  place  in  the  course  of  the  year  served 
to  accentuate  the  difficulties  arising  out  of  the  prevailing 
poverty  and  was  thus  responsible  for  failure  on  the  part 
of  some  parents  to  provide  for  their  children’s  needs  in 
these  directions. 
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( b ) Minor  Ailments. — Under  this  head  are  included 
the  more  common  disorders  of  childhood,  such  as  skin 
diseases,  external  eye  diseases,  discharging  ears,  sores, 
burns,  scalds  and  superficial  injuries.  Although  usually 
somewhat  trivial  in  character  these  defects  are  responsible 
for  much  loss  of  attendance  at  school  and  some  of  them 
may,  if  neglected,  lead  to  conditions  prejudicial  to  the 
maintenance  of  good  health.  The  number  of  defects 
of  this  nature  recorded  during  the  year  1937  amounted  to 
288  as  compared  with  a total  of  243  for  the  previous  year. 

(c)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — A total  of  491  children 
were  discovered  to  be  suffering  from  chronic  tonsillitis 
or  adenoids  either  alone  or  in  combination.  This  figure 
is  equivalent  to  6.73  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined 
in  the  code  and  special  groups,  the  corresponding  percentage 
for  the  previous  year  being  4.44  per  cent. 

(i d ) Tuberculosis. — During  the  year  under  review  only 
two  of  the  children  examined  were  definitely  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 
but  the  disease  was  suspected  in  15  other  cases.  There 
were  also  recorded  17  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis 
so  that  the  total  number  of  children  definitely  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  some  form  of  tuberculosis  amounted  to 
19  or  0.26  per  cent,  of  the  children  examined  in  the  code 
and  special  groups  ; the  corresponding  proportion  for 
the  previous  year  was  0.25  per  cent. 

All  children  known  to  have  been  closely  associated 
with  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  at  their  homes  are  ex- 
amined with  particular  care  by  the  medical  staff  at  the 
schools  and,  if  considered  necessary,  at  one  of  the  school 
clinics  and  the  results  of  the  examinations  undertaken 
during  1937  are  shown  in  the  following  Table  ; — 
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TABLE  showing  the  Results  of  the  Examination 
of  Tuberculosis  Contacts. 


Result 

of 

Examination 

Sex. 

Totals. 

Among 

the 

En- 

trants. 

Among 

the 

Inter- 

mediates 

Among 

the 

Leavers. 

Among 
the  re- 
maining 
Children 
selected. 

Positive 

Boys  ... 

Girls  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Doubtful 

Boys  ... 

1 







1 

Girls  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Negative 

Boys  ... 

90 

10 

10 

13 

57 

Girls  ... 

75 

8 

7 

13 

47 

Totals 

Boys  ... 

91 

10 

10 

13 

58 

Girls  ... 

76 

8 

7 

13 

48 

Grand  Totals 

167 

18 

17 

26 

106 

[e)  Skin  Disease. — There  were  19  cases  of  scabies 
and  35  of  impetigo  among  the  children  examined  during 
1937,  as  compared  with  totals  of  10  and  25  respectively 
for  the  previous  year  One  child  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  ringworm  of  the  body  but  there  was  no  instance 
discovered  in  which  the  head  was  affected.  Children 
with  these  minor  skin  complaints  are  usually  excluded 
from  school  and  are  responsible  for  much  loss  of  school 
attendance  owing  to  the  length  of  time  taken  for  the 
removal  of  the  disease. 


(/)  External  Eye  Disease. — The  98  children  recorded 
as  suffering  from  external  eye  disease  during  the  year 
included  85  cases  or  1.16  per  cent,  with  blepharitis,  six  or 
0.08  per  cent,  with  conjunctivitis,  and  seven  or  0.10  per 
cent,  with  corneal  opacities,  the  corresponding  proportions 
for  the  year  1936  being  1.45,  0.20  and  0.30  respectively. 
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(g)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. — The  number  of 
children  among  the  intermediate  and  leaver  groups  who 
were  discovered  in  the  course  of  the  year  to  be  suffering 
from  defective  vision  (6/12  or  worse)  with  or  without  squint, 
amounted  to  627  or  17.78  per  cent,  while  the  total  for  the 
code  and  special  groups  was  839.  Although  these  figures 
represent  a high  proportion  of  the  children  examined  they 
are  slightly  less  unfavourable  than  those  for  the  previous 
year. 

(h)  Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. — During  the 
year  under  review  68  children  or  0.93  per  cent,  of  those 
examined  in  the  code  and  special  groups  were  found  to 
be  suffering  from  ear  disease  ; deafness  to  an  appreciable 
extent  was  also  discovered  in  57  children  or  0.78  per  cent, 
of  those  examined.  The  total  number  of  children  found 
to  be  suffering  from  this  group  of  defects  was  125  or  1.71 
per  cent,  as  compared  with  1.57  per  cent,  in  the  preceding 
year. 

Five  children  were  certified  during  the  year  as  being 
deaf  within  the  meaning  of  Section  69  of  the  Education 
Act,  1921  ; as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  the  deafness 
was  in  each  instance  congenital  in  origin  and  three  of  the 
five  children  were  under  seven  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  certification. 

( i ) Dental  Defects. — During  1937,  700  children  or  9.59 
per  cent,  of  those  examined  in  the  code  groups  were  found 
to  possess  four  or  more  carious  teeth  and  were  referred 
to  the  school  dental  staff  for  treatment  ; these  are  in- 
cluded in  the  1,557  “ specials  ” in  Table  V.  (Appendix). 
It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  above-mentioned  proportion 
is  the  lowest  hitherto  recorded  in  the  annual  reports  of 
the  school  medical  officer  for  the  district  and  compares 
favourably  with  corresponding  averages  of  14.7  and  16.3 
per  cent,  for  the  quinquennia,  1931-35,  and,  1926-30, 
respectively  and  an  average  of  26.94  per  cent,  in  the  quin- 
quennium, 1916-20. 
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It  may  be  claimed  that  the  improvement  in  the  dental 
condition  of  the  school  children  is  largely  due  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  dental  service  so  as  to  enable  all  the  schools 
in  the  district  to  be  visited  regularly  by  the  dental  surgeons 
whose  educative  influence  both  at  the  clinics  and  during 
their  visits  to  the  schools  hastens  to  promote  the 
appreciation  of  he  principles  of  dental  hygiene  amongst 
both  parents  and  children  ; this  improvement  in  the 
dental  condition  of  the  children  is  probably  due  to  some 
extent  also  to  the  increased  consumption  of  milk  by 
children  of  pre-school  and  of  school  age  under  the  various 
schemes  administered  by  the  Council. 

Systematic  dental  inspections  were  undertaken  by 
the  dental  staff  in  all  the  schools  in  the  area.  The  number 
of  sessions  devoted  to  these  inspections  was  238  and  2,520 
children  were  primarily  examined  including  832  “ specials,” 
34  children  under  five  years  of  age  and  1,654  children 
who  were  between  five  and  eight  years  of  age  ; amongst 
these  children  who  were  dentally  examined  for  the  first 
time  2,153  or  85.44  per  cent,  were  found  to  require  dental 
treatment  as  compared  with  82.6  per  cent,  in  the  previous 
year. 

During  the  visits  of  the  dental  staff  to  the  schools 
facilities  were  afforded  for  the  re-inspection  of  children 
who  had  previously  been  under  observation  and  23,698 
re-inspections  were  thus  made.  The  grand  total  of  dental 
inspections  of  elementary  school  children  made  by  the 
dental  surgeons  during  the  year  amounted  to  26,179  as 
compared  with  20,813  in  the  previous  year. 

(j)  Crippling  Defects. — The  number  of  children  found 
to  be  suffering  from  crippling  defects,  other  than  those 
caused  by  severe  heart  disease  or  active  tuberculosis, 
was  87. 

The  total  number  of  children  recorded  as  “ exceptional  ” 
within  the  meaning  of  Table  III.  (Appendix)  was  1,118 
or  53.9  per  1,000  of  the  elementary  school  population. 
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6.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  unification  of  the  Public  Health  and  School 
Medical  Services  is  nowhere  of  greater  value  than  in  the 
control  of  infectious  disease  among  school  children.  Al] 
notified  cases  of  infectious  disease  are  promptly  visited  by 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  steps 
are  taken  to  prevent  the  attendance  at  school  of  children 
who  are  themselves  suffering  from  or  have  been  in  contact 
with  the  disease.  Special  investigations  are  also  carried 
out  at  the  schools  with  a view  to  tracing  the  origin  of  the 
infection  and  of  taking  steps  to  check  its  spread.  For 
this  purpose,  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  the 
Ferndale,  Dyffryn,  Hendrefadog,  Tylorstown  and  Ponty- 
gwaith  Schools  in  connection  with  the  high  incidence  of 
scarlet  fever  and  several  children  at  school  were  found  to 
be  suffering  from  the  disease  and  were  subsequently  isolated 
until  they  were  deemed  to  have  ceased  to  be  a source  of 
infection  to  others. 

Similar  investigations  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
under  review  in  connection  with  diphtheria.  Porth 
Infants’  School  was  visited  by  a member  of  the  medical 
staff  and  one  child  was  found,  on  bacteriological  examina- 
tion, to  be  infectious  and  was  subsequently  notified  and 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Visits  were  also  paid 
to  the  Ferndale  Infants’  School  where  three  children, 
including  one  absentee,  were  found  to  be  carrying  the 
diphtheria  organism  and  were  notified  and  removed  to  the 
Hospital.  In  both  the  last  mentioned  schools  the  occur- 
rence of  cases  of  diphtheria  ceased  after  the  removal  of 
the  infected  children  referred  to  above. 

During  the  year  under  review,  certificates  were  issued 
by  the  School  Medical  Officer  in  accordance  with  paragraph 
15  of  Administrative  Memorandum  No.  51  of  the  Board 
of  Education  to  the  effect  that  the  attendance  at  the  in- 
fants’ departments  of  the  following  schools  of  under  60  per 
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cent,  of  the  children  on  the  registers  was  attributable  to 
infectious  disease,  viz.  : — Pentre,  Bodringallt,  Alaw,  Cymmer, 
Llwyncelyn,  Porth,  Ynyshir,  Pontygwaith,  Stanley, 
Tylorstown,  Ferndale  and  Maerdy.  The  periods  covered 
by  these  certificates  amounted  to  an  aggregate  of  29  weeks. 
In  our  of  these  departments  measles  or  whooping  cough 
or  bo  h diseases  were  prevalent  amongst  the  infant  popu- 
lation and  the  head-teachers  were  advised  regarding  the 
precautions  which  were  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  infection  and  supplied  with  leaflets  for  distribution 
amongst  the  parents.  In  the  other  departments  the 
attendances  were  affected  by  the  prevalence  of  severe 
‘ colds  ’ of  an  influenzal  nature  amongst  the  school  popu- 
lation. 


7.— FOLLOWING  UP. 

The  method  adopted  for  the  “ following  up  ” of  defects 
found  amongst  the  school  children  consisted  in  the  despatch 
of  letters  to  the  parents  of  the  children  notifying  them 
of  the  nature  of  the  defects  and  advising  consultations 
with  the  family  medical  attendant,  followed  by  visits  by 
the  school  nurses  to  the  homes  to  advise  on  the  application 
of  the  treatment  prescribed  and  to  urge  apathetic  parents 
to  seek  medical  advice  without  delay.  Owing  to  in- 
adequacy of  the  staff  and  to  the  increasing  demands  on 
the  services  of  the  school  nurses,  who  also  undertake  duties 
as  health  visitors,  the  following  up  in  the  homes  has  not 
been  carried  out  with  the  frequency  and  persistency  which 
is  necessary  in  a large  number  of  cases  ; in  many  instances, 
however,  such  as  in  persistent  cases  of  scabies  or  impetigo, 
and  uncleanliness,  special  efforts  were  made  to  visit  the 
homes  as  frequently  as  possible  and  the  school  nurses 
submitted  special  reports  on  the  progress  of  these  cases. 
During  1937,  the  work  of  the  school  nurses  included  attend- 
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ances  at  routine  medical  inspections  during  154  sessions, 
62  special  visits  to  the  schools  for  other  purposes,  66  sessions 
at  the  school  clinics  and  14,505  visits  to  the  homes  of  school 
children. 


8.— MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

(a)  Minor  Ailments. — Of  the  348  children  who  were 
re-examined  on  account  of  minor  ailments,  only  136  or 
39.1  per  cent.,  were  found  to  have  received  the  required 
treatment.  The  number  of  children  who  receive  proper 
attention  in  respect  of  these  conditions  has  shown  but 
little  variation  during  recent  years  and  is  unduly  low  owing 
largely  to  the  fact  that  the  treatment  of  these  conditions 
is  undertaken  by  the  parents,  either  under  the  direction  of 
the  local  family  medical  practitioner  or  by  the  application 
of  much-advertised  proprietary  remedies.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  treatment  of  these  conditions  will  form  an  im- 
portant function  of  the  new  clinics  which  are  now  nearing 
completion. 

( b ) Tonsils  and  A denoids.— With  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  the  Authority’s  arrangements  for  the 
operative  treatment  of  chronic  tonsillitis  and  adenoids 
in  elementary  school  children  became  effective  early  in 
1937  and  provided  for  such  treatment  to  be  carried  out  at 
the  Llwynypia  Hospital,  which  is  controlled  by  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council,  as  well  as  at  the  Treherbert 
and  Pentwyn  Voluntary  Hospitals.  The  scheme  provides 
for  the  retention  of  the  children  in  hospital  for  at  least 
two  days  and  after  their  discharge  they  are  immediately 
visited  and  followed  up  by  the  school  nurses  with  the  object 
of  ensuring  that  the  instructions  given  to  the  parents 
regarding  the  care  of  the  children  and  the  application  of 
suitable  breathing  exercises  are  properly  understood  and 
carried  out.  The  children  are  subsequently  examined  at 
their  homes  by  members  of  the  Authority’s  medical  staff. 
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During  the  year  under  review  233  elementary  school 
children  received  operative  treatment  for  chronic  ton- 
sillitis and  adenoids  under  the  Authority’s  arrangements, 
including  one  Rhondda  pupil  of  the  Bridgend  Residential 
Institution  for  the  Blind  who  was  operated  upon  at  the 
Bridgend  Hospital.  The  numbers  so  treated  at  the  local 
hospitals  referred  to  above  are  given  in  the  following 
summary,  the  treatment  in  each  case  being  free  of  cost  to 
the  parents  concerned,  all  of  whom  were  regarded  as 
necessitous  in  accordance  with  the  scale  of  income  formu- 
lated by  the  Authority  for  this  purpose. 

No.  of 
Children 
Treated. 


Treherbert  Hospital  28 

Pentwyn  Hospital  94 

Llwynypia  Hospital  110 


Total  232 


Of  the  1,698  children  re-examined  in  the  course  of 
the  year  and  previously  recorded  as  suffering  from  defects 
of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat,  43  were  found  to  have  received 
operative  treatment  other  than  under  the  Authority’s 
arrangements,  while  307  had  received  other  forms  of  treat- 
ment, so  that  the  total  number  of  children  who  had  received 
treatment  of  some  form  or  other  for  defects  of  the  ear, 
nose  and  throat,  amounted  to  583,  or  34.3  per  cent,  of  the 
number  re-examined.  This  proportion  compares  favour- 
ably with  that  of  23.4  per  cent,  for  the  previous  year,  the 
improvement  being  doubtlessly  due,  in  the  main,  to  the 
institution  of  the  Authority’s  arrangements  for  operative 
treatment. 

(c)  Tuberculosis. — School  children  ascertained  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  are  referred  to  their  respective 
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medical  attendants  who  usually  confer  with  the  Tuberculosis 
O ficers  of  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  re- 
garding the  provision  of  necessary  treatment. 

Steps  are  taken  by  the  Council’s  Health  Department 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  by  supervising  the  home 
conditions  and  by  undertaking  the  disinfection  of  infected 
premises  and  clothing  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  death 
or  removal  of  tuberculous  persons. 

(d)  Skin  Diseases. — The  re-examination  of  102  children 
who  had  been  suffering  from  various  forms  of  skin  disease 
showed  that  59  of  them  had  been  treated  during  the  year, 
the  proportion  of  treated  cases  being  57.8  per  cent,  as 
compared  with  70.4  for  the  year  1936.  The  cure  of  skin 
affections  among  children  is  one  of  the  main  directions 
in  which  failure  is  attributable  to  want  of  perseverance 
on  the  part  of  the  parents  in  the  application  of  the  treat- 
ment recommended  in  each  instance.  In  the  more  per- 
sistent cases  the  school  nurses  are  instructed  to  pay  frequent 
visits  with  the  object  of  ensuring  that  treatment  is  diligently 
applied  and  that  other  infected  members  of  the  family 
are  also  adequately  treated  where  the  conditions  are  con- 
tagious in  nature. 

(e)  External  Eye  Disease. — Out  of  133  children  who 
had  been  suffering  from  external  eye  disease  it  was  ascer- 
tained on  re-examination  that  45  had  received  treatment, 
this  number  representing  33.8  per  cent,  of  the  number 
re-examined  as  compared  with  34.5  per  cent,  during  the 
previous  year  and  39.4  per  cent,  during  the  year  1935. 

(/)  Vision. — During  the  year  under  review  836 
children  were  found  to  have  been  examined  for  refractive 
errors  and  of  this  number  807  or  96.5  per  cent,  were  dealt 
with  at  the  Authority’s  Eye  Clinic,  which  was  presided 
over  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Glenton  Myler,  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  the 
Council’s  part-time  Ophthalmologist,  who  was  in  attendance 
during  two  sessions  per  week. 
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Spectacles  were  recommended  in  774  cases  or  92.6 
per  cent,  of  the  number  submitted  to  examination,  and 
glasses  were  obtained  for  672  children  or  86.8  per  cent,  of 
the  number  for  whom  they  were  prescribed.  In  the  case 
of  533  children  ascertained  on  enquiry  to  belong  to  necessi- 
tous families,  the  spectacles  were  supplied  at  the  expense 
of  the  Education  Authority,  this  figure  representing  68.9 
per  cent,  of  the  cases  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed. 

(g)  Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. — The  number 
of  children  who  were  re-examined  during  the  year  amounted 
to  149  and  it  was  ascertained  that  43,  or  28.9  per  cent,  of 
the  total,  had  received  effective  treatment,  as  compared 
with  32.2  per  cent,  during  the  year  1936. 

(h)  Dental  Defects. — The  total  number  of  examina- 
tions and  re-examinations  of  elementary  school  children 
carried  out  by  the  Authority’s  dental  staff  during  the  year 
amounted  to  26,179,  this  figure  including  34  examinations 
of  children  under  five  years  of  age  at  the  Ynyscynon 
Nursery  School,  1,654  routine  cases  between  five  and  eight 
years  of  age,  832  specials  and  23,659  re-examinations. 

Of  the  total  number  of  examinations  19,870,  or  75.9 
per  cent.,  indicated  that  treatment  was  required,  as  com- 
pared with  77.1  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year,  and  of  these, 
9,467  children,  or  47.6  per  cent,  of  the  number  referred 
for  treatment,  were  actually  treated,  the  corresponding 
proportion  in  the  previous  year  being  59.9  per  cent.  The 
administration  of  general  anaesthesia  for  the  purpose 
of  dental  extractions  was  undertaken  by  members  of  the 
school  medical  staff  in  3,333  cases,  as  compared  with  3,565 
instances  in  the  previous  year. 

Routine  dental  inspections  are  now  performed  in  all 
the  elementary  schools  in  the  district,  and  although  the 
present  dental  staff  cannot  be  regarded  as  sufficient  to 
deal  with  the  whole  of  the  dental  needs  of  the  children 
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in  the  district  throughout  their  school  lives,  a greater 
proportion  of  time  may  now  be  devoted  to  the  examination 
of  children  soon  after  their  admission  to  school  with  a view 
to  the  detection  of  incipient  defects  and  the  application  of 
conservative  treatment. 

It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  as  many  as  10,403  cases, 
or  52.4  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  children  found  to 
require  treatment  in  the  course  of  the  year,  failed  to  take 
advantage  of  the  proffered  services  at  the  Authority’s 
dental  clinics.  The  communications  sent  to  the  parents 
of  the  children  requiring  treatment  contain  a warning 
to  the  effect  that  it  will  not  be  practicable  to  renew  the 
offer  of  treatment  for  at  least  a year  but  while  the  omission 
to  respond  is  probably  due  in  a large  measure  to  want  of 
appreciation  on  the  part  of  the  parents  of  the  value  of 
conservative  treatment  for  their  children’s  teeth,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  poverty,  with  the  consequent  inability  to 
meet  the  expense  of  travelling  to  one  of  the  two  dental 
clinics  at  Trealaw  and  Ynyshir,  respectively,  has  been  the 
deterrent  cause  in  many  instances.  The  latter  condition 
will  partly  be  overcome  when  the  three  new  clinics  which 
were  in  course  of  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year  at 
Ferndale,  Treorchy  and  Ystrad,  respectively,  are  made 
available  for  dental  treatment. 

Details  are  given  in  the  two  appended  tables  regarding 
the  work  undertaken  in  the  form  of  inspection  and  treatment, 
respectively,  by  the  School  Dental  Surgeons  in  respect  of 
elementary  school  children  in  the  course  of  the  year 
( cf . also  Table  V.,  Appendix). 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1937. 

1.— INSPECTION. 


Schools. 

No.  of 

School  Sessions. 

Groups. 

BOYS. 

G 

IRLS. 

Examined. 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Examined. 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  fo  r | 
Treatment. 

Blaenrhondda  ... 

2 

5-8  years 

10 

8 

K 

7 

6 

1 

Specials 

Re-examinations 

79 

66 

32 

71 

61 

26 

Blaenycwm 

2 

5-8  years 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Specials 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Re-examinations 

47 

44 

13 

65 

55 

24 

Dunraven 

2 

5-8  years 

14 

12 

8 

14 

11 

6 

Specials 

8 

8 

3 

11 

11 

9 

Re-examinations 

112 

106 

56 

104 

94 

50 

Treherbert 

2 

5-8  years 

39 

33 

23 

40 

32 

12 

| Specials 

1 _ | 

— 

1 

3 

3 

6 

Re-examinations 

81 

69 

39 

118 

103 

69 

Penyrenglyn 

4 

5-8  years 

15 

13 

9 

17 

12 

5 

Specials 

9 

9 

7 

16 

16 

11 

Re-examinations 

179 

154 

79 

197 

158 

82 

Ynyswen 

2 

5-8  years 

20 

20 

16 

6 

5 

7 

Specials 

Re-examinations 

40 

32 

16 

37 

32 

15 

Treorchy 

4 

5-8  years 

43 

35 

31 

27 

22 

22 

Specials 

5 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

Re-examinations 

231 

181 

66 

234 

164 

64 

Park  

4 

5-8  years 

20 

20 

11 

8 

8 

8 

Specials 

— 

— 

3 

14 

14 

9 

1 Re-examinations 

153 

136 

73 

161 

150 

79 

Pentre 

6 

5-8  years 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 

5 

Specials 

4 

4 

2 

25 

25 

11 

Re-examinations 

234 

200 

95 

239 

185 

95 

Ton 

4 

; 5-8  years 

23 

20 

7 

19 

19 

7 

Specials 

6 

6 

7 

11 

11 

6 

Re-examinations 

205 

194 

94 

235 

189 

106 

Bronllwyn 

4 

5-8  years 

Specials 

27 

27 

2 

37 

37 

18 

1 Re-examinations 

129 

122 

SC 

157 

138 

53 

XXX 


Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1937. 

1.- — INSPECTION — Continued. 


Schools. 

No.  of 

School  Sessions. 

Groups. 

I 

30YS 

GIRLS. 

Examined . 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Examined. 

Referred  or 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Gelli  

6 

5-8  years 

43 

; 37 

10 

36 

32 

12 

Specials 

12 

12 

2 

6 

6 

2 

Re-examinations 

283 

; 236 

93 

282 

223 

92 

Bodringallt 

8 

5-8  years 

26 

i 23 

4 

18 

16 

6 

Specials 

2 

2 

3 

7 

7 

3 

Re-examinations 

366 

295 

84 

313 

264 

79 

Pontrhondda 

8 

5-8  years 

30 

28 

12 

26 

23 

13 

Specials 

7 

7 

3 

7 

7 

3 

Re-examinations 

440 

389 

227 

436 

366 

233 

Nantgwyddon  ... 

2 

5-8  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Specials 

3 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

25 

17 

8 

19 

3 

2 

Llwynypia 

4 

5-8  years 

16 

15 

11 

14 

12 

10 

Specials 

6 

5 

2 

9 

5 

2 

Re-examinations 

194 

139 

100 

173 

111 

77 

Blaenclydach 

4 

5-8  years 

20 

14 

9 

7 

4 

7 

Specials 

6 

4 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Re-examinations 

186 

134 

94 

217 

143 

84 

Cwmclydach 

6 

5-8  years 

23 

21 

13 

18 

15 

7 

Specials 

8 

5 

1 

5 

3 

1 

Re-examinations 

288 

196 

91 

304 

215 

106 

Ynyscynon 

2 

5-8  years 

21 

13 

6 

17 

5 

3 

(Nursery) 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

84 

56 

29 

86 

49 

24 

Trealaw 

C 

5-8  years 

18 

15 

2 

21 

18 

6 

Specials 

2 

2 

2 

9 

6 

3 

Re-examinations 

281 

180 

79 

266 

153 

107 

Alaw 

4 

’5-8  years 

21 

17 

11 

20 

16 

14 

Specials 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Re-  examination  s 

167 

102 

80 

162 

81 

78 

Ton^pandy 

4 

5-8  years 

12 

9 

8 

9 

6 

2 

Specials 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Re-examinations 

157 

112 

60 

167 

118 

70 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1937. 

1. — INSPECTION — Continued. 


Schools. 

No.  of 

School  Sessions. 

BOYS 

GIRLS. 

Groups. 

Examined . 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Examined . 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  or  | 
1 Treatment. 

Tonypandy  R.C. 

2 

5-  8 years 

9 

9 

7 

2 

1 



Specials 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Re-  examin  ations 

73 

47 

22 

49 

32 

18 

Penygraig 

4 

5-8  years 

22 

17 

17 

27 

20 

19 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 1 

5 

5 

5 

Re-examinations 

42 

24 

23 

272 

194 

154 

Graigddu 

2 

5-8  years 

10 

8 

5 

16 

13 

6 

Specials 

Re-examinations 

18 

15 

3 

102 

80 

33 

Dinas 

_ 

1 

5-8  years 

_ 











Specials 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

— 

— 

113 

— 

— 

— 

Craig-yr-Eos 

4 

5-8  years 

16 

14 

13 

19 

17 

11 

Specials 

— 

— 

7 

9 

8 

6 

Re  - examinations 

215 

143 

91 

242 

163 

101 

Williamstown 

4 

5-8  years 

21 

19 

15 

22 

18 

13 

Specials 

10 

9 

5 

9 

5 

10 

Re-examinations 

262 

212 

106 

244 

184 

107 

Cymmer 

6 

5-8  years 

18 

15 

5 

19 

16 

7 

Specials 

7 

6 

2 

10 

9 

2 

Re-examinations 

283 

189 

92 

255 

169 

94 

Hafod 

12 

I 5-8  years 

33 

29 

3 

34 

27 

3 

1 Specials 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Re-examinations 

564 

408 

82 

564 

443 

154 

Llwyncelyn 

12 

5-8  years 

37 

32 

3 

32 

29 

3 

Specials 

Re-examinations 

555 

448 

142 

654 

482 

180 

Porth 

3 

1 5-8  years 

11 

6 

3 

5 

4 

2 

Specials 

4 

4 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Re-examinations 

193 

143 

78 

199 

147 

61 

Islwyn 

11 

5-8  years 

20 

18 

3 

14 

8 

5 

Specials 

2 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Re-examinations 

532 

403 

128 

483 

356 

98 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1937. 

1. — INSPECTION — Continued. 


Schools 

No.  oi 

School  Sessions. 

Groups. 

BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

1 

Examined.  | 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

1 

Examined,  j 

Referred  for  | 
Treatment.  | 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Ynyshir 

5 

5-8  years 

8 

6 

2 

8 

7 

3 

Specials 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Re-examinations 

281 

209 

93 

281 

182 

106 

Aberllechau 

8 

5-8  years 

18 

18 

1 

10 

8 

1 

Specials 

1 

1 

. — 

2 

2 

— 

Re-examinations 

482 

321 

127 

416 

306 

153 

Pontygwaith 

9 

5-8  years 

50 

37 

23 

68 

51 

19 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

496 

340 

158 

557 

392 

238 

Stanley 

1 

5-8  years 

16 

10 

4 

10 

6 

3 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

18 

14 

8 

28 

22 

8 

Tylorstown 

15 

5-8  years 

66 

44 

6 

46 

37 

6 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

692 

510 

136 

594 

414 

150 

Hendrefadog 

13 

5-8  years 

17 

12 

4 

22 

15 

9 

Specials 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Re-examinations 

685 

50« 

169 

637 

480 

133 

Dyffryn 

5 

5-8  years 

49 

37 

9 

35 

24 

9 

Specials 

Re-  examinations 

241 

185 

83 

260 

207 

109 

Ferndale 

15 

5-8  years 

16 

34 

4 

20 

18 

11 

Specials 

Re-examinations 

794 

583 

206 

892 

646 

282 

Blaenllechau 

2 

5-8  years 

13 

11 

3 

7 

7 

1 

Specials 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Re-examinations 

53 

38 

7 

67 

58 

13 

Maerdy 

15 

5-8  years 

38 

26 

17 

36 

26 

10 

Specials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-examinations 

1052 

734 

145 

770 

513 

146 

Other  Schools  ... 



Specials 

252 

252 

261 

222 

222 

229 

Re-examinations 

225 

225 

246 

333 

333 

358 

Totals 

238 

13016 

9973 

4516 

13163 

98974951 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1937. 

2. — TREATMENT. 


School. 

Extractions. 

Fillings. 

Dressings. 

Gen 

Anae 

eral 

;sthetic. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Nit- 

rous 

Oxide 

Other. 

Bl’nrhondda 

Boys 

90 

6 

21 

1 

23 

12 

Girls 

42 

13 

— 

6 

1 

13 

12 

— 

Blaenycwm 

Boys 

29 

5 

— 

12 

— 

9 

6 

— 

Girls 

55 

8 

— 

14 

3 

22 

12 

’ — 

Dunraven  . . . 

Boys 

127 

4 



! 26 

17 

34 

18 



Girls 

114 

12 

— 

28 

16 

41 

21 

— 

Treherbert  ... 

Boys 

85 

9 



21 

97 

15 

18 



Girls 

107 

23 

— : 

j 96 

54 

41 

26 

— 

Penyrenglyn 

Boys 

173 

21 

1 

52 

20 

49 

32 



Girls 

174 

20 

1 

61 

23 

26 

42 

— 

Ynyswen  ... 

Boys 

111 

3 

— 

— 

8 

2 

25 



Girls 

94 

— 

— 

; 

8 

— 

17 

— 

Treorchy 

Boys 

327 

33 

— 

18 

27 

22 

66 

— 

Girls 

194 

29 

— 

41 

27 

39 

48 

— 

Park 

Boys 

158 

10 

43 

16 

57 

26 



Girls 

147 

30 

— ' 

38 

21 

57 

27 

— 

Pentre 

Boys 

207 

25 

— 

55 

21 

37 

50 



Girls 

159 

30 

— 

85 

23 

44 

42 

— 

Ton 

Boys 

195 

3 



61 

15 

47 

25 



Girls 

232 

11 

1 

58 

24 

51 

41 

— 

Bronllwyn  ... 

Boys 

22 

36 

| 

67 

10 

51 

19 



Girls 

8 

40 

— 

71 

13 

42 

21 

— 

Gelli 

Boys 

231 

13 

1 j 

28 

28 

41 

39 



Girls 

198 

22 

1 

45 

32 

44 

41 

— 

Bodringallt 

Boys 

109 

7 

2 

58 

6 

50 

17 



Girls 

97 

25 

53 

11 

41 

31 

— 

Pontrhondda 

Boys 

265  j 

38 

5 

130 

30 

158 

51 



Girls 

235 

44 

2 

197 

32 

152 

62 

— 

N’ntgwyddon 

Boys 

12 

8 



3 



8 

4 

— 

Girls 

1 1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1937. 

2 . — T RE  AT  ME  NT  — Continued . 


School. 

Extractions. 

Fillings. 

Dressings. 

Gen 

Anaesl 

eral 

thetic. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Nit- 

rous 

Oxide. 

Other. 

Lbvynypia  ... 

Boys 

165 

33 

1 

67 

37 

45 

43 

Girls 

130 

17 

— 

49 

31 

33 

36 

— 

Bl’clydach 

Boys 

169 

34 

— 

39 

59 

27 

36 



Girls 

119 

26 

1 

69 

22 

40 

30 

— 

Cwmclydach 

Boys 

167 

35 

— 

35 

30 

24 

33 



Girls 

155 

60 

— 

55 

17 

40 

53 

— 

Ynyscynon 

Boys 

47 

— 

— 

8 

65 

4 

11 



Girls 

33 

— 

— 

2 

48 

— 

7 

— 

Tonypandy 

Boys 

101 

22 

5 

25 

21 

14 

28 



Girls 

84 

28 

— 

92 

17 

30 

20 

. — 

T’pandy  R.C. 

Boys 

30 

10 

— 

33 

24 

18 

8 



Girls 

25 

7 

— 

13 

— 

3 

5 

— 

Trealaw 

Boys 

105 

42 



48 

14 

31 

29 



Girls 

106 

33 

— 

99 

14 

64 

42 

— 

Alaw 

Boys 

72 

21 



71 

28 

34 

13 



Girls 

93 

8 

— 

63 

31 

32 

20 

— 

Penygraig  ... 

Boys 

85 

1 

— 

6 

36 

3 

16 



Girls 

246 

59 

2 

117 

51 

46 

59 

— 

Graigddu  . . . 

Boys 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 



Girls 

57 

21 

— 

19 

10 

14 

26 

— 

Dinas 

Boys 

140 

32 

2 

43 

17 

77 

20 



Girls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Craig-yr-Eos 

Boys 

134 

58 



64 

19 

36 

38 



Girls 

96 

64 

1 

90 

26 

49 

42 

— 

Williamstown 

Boys 

177 

37 



77 

16 

46 

39 



Girls 

151 

66 

— 

62 

44 

50 

47 

— 

Cymmer 

Boys 

162 

57 



32 

37 

29 

43 

Girls 

141 

43 

— 

43 

20 

55 

42 

— 

Hafod 

Boys 

52 

9 



51 

71 

12 

23 

__ 

Girls 

98 

20 

— 

130 

33 

9 

31 

— 
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Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  Year  1937. 

2. — TREATMENT — Continued. 


Extractions. 

Fillings. 

Dressings. 

General 

Anaesthetic. 

School. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Tem- 

por- 

ary. 

Per- 

man- 

ent. 

Nit- 

rous 

Oxide 

Other. 

Llwyncelyn 

Boys 

122 

5 

120 

55 

25 

26 

Girls 

61 

21 

— 

177 

71 

10 

28 

— 

Porth 

Boys 

46 

15 



67 

52 

10 

18 



Girls 

36 

6 

— 

53 

45 

6 

16 

— 

Islwyn 

Boys 

74 

5 

— 

105 

47 

17 

20 

— 

Girls 

76 

21 

— 

83 

39 

12 

26 

'Ynyshir 

Boys 

42 

4 

— 

82. 

66 

12 

10 

Girls 

40 

13 

1 

99 

45 

10 

16 

— 

Aberllechau 

Boys 

51 

8 



98 

103 

13 

13 



Girls 

79 

10 

— 

120 

100 

10 

20 

— 

Pontygwaith 

Boys 

213 

11 

— 

94 

213 

3 

46 

— 

Girls 

265 

13 

— 

175 

207 

2 

73 

— 

Stanley 

Boys 

20 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

8 

— 

Girls 

10 

— 

— 

2 

18 

— 

5 

— 

Tylorstown 

Boys 

140 

20 

— 

85 

87 

3 

46 

Girls 

210 

20 

1 

79 

69 

4 

63 

— 

Hendrefadog 

Boys 

79 

27 

— 

165 

38 

39 

33 

— 

Girls 

91 

24 

— 

138 

21 

1 1 

39 

— 

Dyffryn 

Boys 

68 

11 



80 

53 

5 

23 



Girls 

103 

16 

1 

106 

77 

14 

31 

— 

Ferndale 

Boys 

132 

19 

185 

52 

41 

45 



Girls 

136 

48 

1 

249 

102 

49 

55 

— 

Blaenllechau 

Boys 

24 





11 

2 

4 



Girls 

17 

— 

— 

— 

43 

— 

2 

— 

Maerdy 

Boys 

171 

29 

— 

106 

129 

6 

54 



Girls 

111 

32 

— 

133 

72 

13 

52 

— 

Other 

Boys 

1224 

253 

5 

99 

29 

39 

415 



Schools 

Girls 

1210 

305 

9 1 

109 

72 

34 

437 

— 

Totals  ... 

12C30 

2307  i 

42 

5701 

3353 

2477 

3333 

— 
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(i)  Crippling  Defects  and  Orthopaedics. — The  pro- 
vision of  orthopaedic  treatment  at  the  expense  of  the 
Education  Authority  was  undertaken  in  the  course  of  the 
year  in  respect  of  38  school  children  belonging  to.  necessitous 
families,  all  being  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  orthopaedic  surgeons  at  the  Prince 
of  Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff.  Of  this  number  35  were 
referred  for  consultation  or  re-examination,  four  received 
out-patient  treatment  at  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital, 
four  were  admitted  to  and  received  treatment  at  the  hospital 
for  varying  periods,  whilst  appliances  were  either  provided 
or  repaired  in  23  cases. 

The  Authority’s  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of 
orthopaedic  defects  in  school  children  have  hitherto  been 
limited  to  the  provision  of  in-patient  or  out-patient  treat- 
ment at  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff,  and  the 
supply  of  such  appliances  as  are  recommended  by  the 
surgeons  at  the  Hospital  referred  to.  The  question  of 
making  more  comprehensive  arrangements  for  dealing 
with  crippled  children  throughout  the  area  has,  however, 
received  consideration  by  the  Education  Committee  and 
it  is  proposed  that,  after  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Education  has  been  obtained,  further  provision  shall  be 
made  which  will  include  the  engagement  of  the  services 
of  a specialist  orthopaedic  surgeon  to  visit  the  district 
periodically  for  the  examination  of  specially  referred  cases 
and  the  employment  of  a full-time  orthopaedic  nurse. 


11.— PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  arrangements  for 
the  provision  of  supplementary  nourishment  to  mal- 
nourished and  necessitous  children  attending  the  schools 
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in  the  district  continued  in  operation  and  were  not  modified 
to  any  appreciable  extent.  The  supplementary  nourish- 
ment provided  by  the  Authority  consisted  of  one  half-pint 
of  milk  per  child  per  session  and  during  the  school  holidays 
selected  children  continued  to  receive  the  milk  in  the 
schools  ; in  addition  to  this  milk  ration  biscuits,  bread 
and  butter  or  fruit  were  also  supplied  in  most  of  the  schools. 
In  a few  departments  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
provision  of  mid-day  meals. 


Apart  from  the  ascertainment  of  malnourished 
children  during  the  routine  visits  of  the  medical  staff  to 
the  schools,  a special  survey  of  all  the  children  attending 
the  elementary  schools  was  also  undertaken  and,  for  the 
purposes  of  certification,  a very  liberal  interpretation 
was  placed  on  the  pronouncement  contained  in  Circular 
1443  issued  by  the  Board  of  Education  to  the  effect  that 
all  children  showing  any  degree  of  subnormal  nutrition, 
however  slight,  should  be  selected  as  being  in  need  of 
additional  nourishment.  Consequently  many  children 
who  were  on  the  borderline  of  normality  and  subnormality 
were  certified  whilst  many  other  children  who  had  appar- 
ently attained  an  average  normal  condition  were  re- 
certified as  being  in  need  of  additional  nourishment  in 
order  to  stabilise  their  condition  and  to  prevent  probable 
retrogression  if  the  supply  of  additional  food  were  dis- 
continued . 

In  the  course  of  the  survey,  20,190  children  were 
inspected  by  the  medical  staff  and  6143,  or  30.4  per  cent., 
were  certified  ; of  the  above  number  certified  119,  or 
0.59  per  cent,  of  the  total  surveyed,  were  in  a “ bad  ” 
nutritional  condition,  5481,  or  27.14  per  cent.,  showed 
varying  degrees  of  subnormality  other  than  “ bad  ” whilst 
the  remaining  543,  or  2.69  per  cent.,  were  normal  but 
required  additional  nourishment  in  order  to  stabilise  or 
maintain  their  condition. 
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The  corresponding  proportion  certified  in  the  survey 
carried  out  in  the  previous  year  was  27.0  per  cent. 


During  the  survey,  3366  children  who  had  been  certified 
as  being  malnourished  during  the  previous  year  were 
re-examined  and  it  was  found  that  of  1740  children  who 
had  received  supplementary  nourishment  provided  by 
the  Authority,  82.2  per  cent,  had  improved  as  regards 
their  physical  condition  to  a greater  extent  than  the  average 
Rhondda  children  of  the  same  age  and  sex.  Out  of  1626 
similar  children  who  had  not  received  the  supplementary 
nourishment  provided  by  the  Authority  69.4  per  cent, 
had  improved  to  a corresponding  extent  ; these  children, 
however,  belonged  to  families  whose  incomes  exceeded 
the  prescribed  scales  of  necessitousness  and  the  attention 
drawn  to  the  malnourished  condition  of  these  children 
served  as  a stimilus  to  the  parents  or  guardians  to  provide 
more  nourishing  food  either  at  their  homes  or  by  taking 
advantage  of  the  “ milk-in  schools  ” scheme. 


The  survey  showed  that  children  under  five  years  of 
age  attending  the  schools  of  the  Authority  were  in  a much 
better  nutritional  condition  than  older  children  ; of  the 
2,666  children  under  five  years  surveyed  only  180,  or  6.75 
per  cent.,  were  certified  as  being  in  need  of  additional 
nourishment  and  in  only  three  instances,  or  0.11  per  cent., 
was  the  nutritional  condition  considered  “ bad.” 


Amongst  the  4,537  children  who  had  been  receiving 
milk  in  bottles  containing  one  third  of  a pint  purchased 
at  reduced  rates  under  the  provisions  of  the  “ milk-in- 
schools  ” scheme  instituted  by  the  Milk  Marketing  Board, 
five,  or  0.11  per  cent.,  were  found  to  be  in  a “ bad  ” 
nutritional  state  and  649,  or  14.30  per  cent.,  showed  lesser 
degrees  of  subnormality. 
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According  to  information  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  W. 
Morris  Jones,  the  Director  of  Education,  the  aggregate 
number  of  meals  provided  during  1937  was  2,234,047, 
comprising  85,402  dinners  and  2,148,645  milk  meals,  the 
largest  number  fed  in  any  one  week  being  6,828,  consisting 
of  433  dinners  and  6,395  milk  meals,  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  of  3,266,083  ; 
113,543  ; 3,152,540  ; and  7,851  respectively. 

Facilities  for  the  provision  of  milk  in  schools  at  reduced 
rates  under  the  scheme  introduced  by  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board  continued  in  operation  throughout  the  year.  The 
figures  quoted  in  a previous  paragraph  show  that  the  nu- 
tritional condition  of  the  children  who  have  participated 
in  this  scheme  is  much  better  than  that  of  the  general 
school  population  ; to  some  extent  this  may  be  due  to  the 
more  favourable  financial  circumstances  of  the  parents  which 
enable  them  to  purchase  foodstuffs  of  better  nutritional 
quality,  but,  nevertheless,  the  opinion  can  be  expressed 
that  children  who  have  been  able  to  participate  in  this 
scheme  have  derived  considerable  benefit  therefrom. 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  salient  facts  ascertained 
during  general  surveys  in  the  five  last  years  : — 


Year. 

Period 
of  the 
Year. 

Total 

children 

in 

attend- 

ance. 

Malnourished. 

Per- 
centage o 
mal- 
nourished 
to  total 
in  at- 
tendance. 

Newly 
selected . 

Re- 

selected. 

Total. 

1933 

April 

May 

June 

25202 

394 

1101 

1495 

5.93 

1934 

April 

May 

June 

July 

24527 

398 

1023 

1421 

5.79 

1935 

April 

May 

June 

July 

23713 

2272 

i 

1180 

3452 

14.6 

1936 

April 

May 

June 

July 

22223 

3726 

2275 

6001 

27.0 

1937 

April 

May 

June 

July 

20190 

3170 

2973 

6143 

30.4 

The  appended  table  gives  in  tabular  form  the  findings 
arrived  at  by  the  re-examinations  undertaken  during  the 
malnutrition  surveys  of  the  five  last  years  : — 
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1937. 

April,  May, 
June.  July. 

Per- 

cent. 

of 

Total. 

(N  LOM 
OQ  TfC  CO 
GO  r-H 

CO  CO  CO  j 
CO  CO  CO  1 

co  co  cO  | 

^ i>  © ! 
OC5  TjH  CO  1 
CO  CM 

s 

O <M  OC 
CO  lO  lO 
T*  <M 

1740 

HHH 

CO 

1128 

401 

97 

1626 

CO 

CO 

o> 

April,  May, 
June,  July. 

Per  | 
cent, 
of 

Total. 

lO  r-H 

co  ci  ^ 

l"  CM 

1 1 1 

61.1 

32.4 

6.6 

No. 

1184 

356 

1611 

1 1 1 

1 

CO  -H  05 
CO 

CO  CO 

1053 

1935. 

April,  May, 
June,  July. 

Per 

cent. 

of 

Total. 

CONN 
CO  CO  CO 
e-  cm 

OS  tH  t- 
t-  tjh  t> 

r-H  |> 

1 

j CO  CM 

OS  t>  co" 
CO  CM 

No. 

H Oi  Ci 
tJH  00  1— 1 

^ ,-H 

599 

t>  CS  CO 
CM 

39 

1 

CO  O 00 
lO  Tfl  1— < 
| CO- 

514 

CO 

O) 

1 

April,  May. 
June,  July. 

Per 

cent. 

of 

Total. 

CO  CO 

CO  O co 

1>  CM 

0001 

CO  os  oo 

CO  l>  lO 
CO  CM 

No. 

WO  © GO 

r-H  r-H  ,—1 

i-h 

543 

N 1 1 

CM 

Hr$C  OS  t— 
N L"  CO 
rjc  — 

640 

1933. 

ro  , ~ cd 
< 1— 1 

<3  e — 3 
^ " (2 

GO  © CO 
T-i  Tji  CO 
00  i-H 

100.0  | 

56.0 

33.2 

10.8 

' No. 

t>  co  i> 

r-H  r-H 

510 

13 

13 

^ © 
Tjc  O CO 
CO  CM 

614 

Improved  ... 
Stationary  . . . 
Worse 

Total 

Improved 
Stationary  . , . 
Worse 

ct3 

-M 

O 

H 

| 

Improved 
Stationary  ... 
Worse  ...J 

Total 

Fed  by  Education 
Authority  at 
School 

Fed  from  other 
sources  (chiefly 
at  home). 

Not  in  receipt  of 
Supplementary 
Nourishment. 

The  inclusion  in  the  Report  of  a table  giving  the 
heights,  weights  and  chest  measurements  of  the  Rhondda 
children  at  various  ages  is  being  continued  for  the  purpose 
of  comparison  with  similar  records  (except  chest  measure- 
ments) published  some  years  ago  by  the  Anthropometric 
Committee  of  the  British  Association. 


TABLE  of  Heights,  Weights,  and  Chest  Measurements  of  Children 
medically  examined  during  1937. 


Age  in 
Years. 

Sex. 

No.  of  Children. 

Heights. 

(English  in  inches. 
Metric  in  Centimetres). 

i Weights. 

(English  in  lbs. 

1 Metric  in  Kilograms). 

Chest 

Measure- 

ments 

(Inches  and 
Centimetres) 

Average. 

Average. 

Average. 

Rhondda. 

Great 

Britain. 

| Rhondda. 

Great 

Britain. 

Rhondda. 

Boys 

10 

English 

34.74 

29.34 

19.49 

Metric 

88.25 

13.31 

49.50 

2 to  3 

Girls 

8 

English 

34.43 

29.19 

Metric 

87.46 

13.24 

Boys 

391 

English 

37.72 

35.23 

20.11 

Metric 

95.80 

15.98 

51.09 

3 to  4 

Girls 

364 

English 

37.24 

32.83 

Metric 

94.61 

14.89 

Boys 

357 

English 

40.08 

36.53 

20.67 

Metric 

101.80 

16.57 

52.51 

4 to  5 

Girls 

354 

English 

39.33 

34.88 

Metric 

99.90 

15.82 

Boys 

201 

English 

41.99 

41.03 

40.32 

39.9 

21.16 

Metric 

106.66 

104.25 

18.29 

18.1 

53.74 

5 to  6 

Girls 

180 

English 

41.59 

40.55 

38.32 

39.2 

Metric 

105.64 

103.00 

17.38 

17.8 

Boys 

73 

English  i 

43.85 

44.00 

43.65 

44.4 

21.66 

Metric 

111.37 

111.75 

19.80 

20.2 

55.02 

6 to  7 

Girls 

76 

English  ! 

44.01 

42.88 

42.66 

41.7 

Metric 

111.79 

109.00 

19.35 

18.9 

Boys 

30 

English 

46.55 

45.97 

48.70 

49.7 

22.68 

Metric 

118.24 

116.76 

22.09 

22.56 

57.61 

7 to  8 

Girls 

23 

English 

44.57 

44.45 

43.50 

47.5 

Metric  ] 

113.20 

112.90 

19.73 

21.56 

TABLE  of  Heights,  Weights,  and  Chest  Measurements  of  Children  medically 
examined  during  1937— Continued. 


Age  in 
Years. 

Sex. 

No.  of  Children. 

Heights. 

(English  in  inches. 
Metric  in  Centimetres). 

Weights. 
(English  in  lbs. 
Metric  in  Kilograms). 

Chest 

Measure- 

ments 

(Inches  and 
Centimetres 

Average. 

Average. 

Average. 

Rhondda. 

Great 

Britain. 

Rhondda. 

Great 

Britain. 

Rhondda. 

Boys 

813 

English 

48.11 

1 47.05 

52.43 

54.9 

23.20 

Metric 

122.19 

| 119.50 

23.78 

24.92 

58.93 

8 to  9 

Girls 

769 

English 

48.03 

46.60 

52.20 

52.1 

Metric 

121.99 

118.36 

23.68 

23.65 

Boys 

41 

English 

50.31 

49.7 

58.95 

60.4 

24.30 

Metric 

127.79 

126.24 

26.74 

27.42 

61.72 

9 to  10 

Girls 

30 

English 

49.86 

48.73 

58.02 

55.5 

Metric 

126.65 

123.77 

26.32 

25.2 

Boys 

24 

English 

51.99 

51.84 

60.60 

67.5 

24.51 

Metric 

132.05 

131.67 

27.49 

30.64 

62.25 

10  to  11 

Girls 

24 

English 

52.19 

51.05 

63.54 

62.00 

Metric 

132.55 

129.67 

28.82 

28.15 

Boys 

10 

English 

54.22 

53.5 

73.46 

72.0 

25.59 

Metric 

137.72 

136.00 

33.32 

32.75 

65.00 

11  to  12 

Girls 

39 

English 

54.40 

53.10 

75.62 

68.1 

Metric 

138.18 

135.00 

34.30 

30.9 

Boys 

741 

English 

55.83 

54.99 

75.04 

76.7 

26  16 

Metric 

141.82 

139.75 

34.04 

34.8 

66.45 

12  to  13 

Girls 

719 

English 

56.07 

55.66 

79.08 

76.4 

Metric 

142.41 

141.25 

35.87 

34.6 

Boys 

114 

English  ; 

57.54 

56.91 

82.39 

82.6 

26.78 

Metric 

146.16 

144.75 

37.37 

37.5 

68.03 

13  to  14 

Girls 

96 

English 

58.28 

57.77 

86.99 

87.2 

Metric 

148.04 

146.50 

39.46 

39.5 

Boys 

16 

English 

59.15 

97.46 

28.17 

Metric 

150.25 

44.21 

71.56 

14  to  15 

Girls 

13 

English 

59.52 

98.94 

Metric 

151.18 

44.88 

Boys 

1 

English 

53.54 

88.18 

25.59 

Metric 

136.00 

40.00 

65.00 

15  to  16 

Girls 

1 

English 

58.27 

92.59 

Metric 

148.00 

42.00 

xliv. 


12.— SCHOOL  BATHS. 

Most  of  the  schools  in  the  district  were  planned  and 
erected  a a time  when  the  importance  of  the  provision 
of  facilities  for  bathing  was  not  appreciated.  It  is  hoped 
that  consideration  wil]  be  given  to  the  installation  of  shower 
baths  whenever  the  existing  arrangements  for  the  heating 
of  schools  are  being  replaced  by  central  heating  apparatus  ; 
with  the  diminution  of  the  school  population  it  is  probable 
that  in  most  of  the  schools  in  the  district  enough  space 
will  be  found  available  for  a range  of  shower  baths  without 
resorting  to  the  expenditure  which  would  be  entailed  by 
the  erection  of  additional  buildings. 

During  the  summer  months,  on  mornings  when  the 
weather  was  favourable,  full  use  was  made  of  the  open-air 
baths  at  Gelligaled  (Ystrad),  Treherbert,  Forth  and 
Ferndale  and,  on  two  mornings  a week,  of  the  open-air 
baths  at  Wattstown.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
children  over  twelve  years  of  age  attending  the  elementary 
schools  and  for  pupils  attending  the  higher  schools  to 
receive  instruction  in  swimming  and  it  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that,  apart  from  the  physical  benefit  derived  from 
bathing  in  the  open-air,  out  of  849  children  who  were 
examined  for  the  “ Learner’s  ” certificate  in  swimming, 
802  were  successful  in  obtaining  the  certificate  whilst 
139  children,  out  of  238  examined,  were  successful  in 
securing  the  “ Proficiency  Certificate  ” in  swimming. 


13,  14,  15  and  16.— 

CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS,  TEACHERS, 
ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS  and  VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 

The  attendance  of  parents  at  the  routine  medical 
inspections  has  been  disappointing  but  some  improvement 
in  this  respect  will  probably  ensue  when  the  school  medical 
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service  is  extended  by  the  provision  of  facilities  for  treat- 
ment at  the  school  clinics.  Parents  or  guardians  of  children 
should,  however,  realise  that  their  attendance  at  the  schools 
on  the  days  of  the  routine  medical  inspections  affords 
opportunities  for  obtaining  personal  advice  regarding 
the  welfare  of  their  children,  especially  from  the  aspects 
of  preventive  medicine,  and  that  such  advice,  if  acted 
upon,  is  intrinsically  of  more  value  than  any  medical  advice 
which  may  be  sought  after  the  occasion  for  seeking  such 
advice  has  arisen  and  suffering  has  been  endured  in  the 
meantime. 

The  co-operation  of  the  teachers  with  the  staff  of 
the  school  medical  service  has  been  well  maintained 
during  the  year  under  review  and  the  assistance  which  the 
head  teachers  have  been  able  to  give  has  been  granted 
willingly  in  spite  of  numerous  other  duties  which  they  have 
to  perform. 

The  attendance  officers,  who  are  under  the  control 
of  the  Director  of  Education,  frequently  supplied  the 
Department  with  information  regarding  children  who 
required  special  attention  owing  to  physical  or  mental 
defects. 

The  only  voluntary  body  in  the  district  devoting 
attention  to  children  of  school  age  is  the  National  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  ; this  Society 
has  instituted  a Rhondda  Branch  under  the  charge  of  a 
Resident  Inspector,  and  the  Society’s  Inspector  has  done 
much  useful  work  in  the  interests  of  the  children  in  the 
district  and  his  co-operation  with  the  School  Medical 
Department  proved  successful  in  persuading  many  parents, 
who  were  apt  to  be  neglectful  or  apathetic,  to  secure  and 
apply  appropriate  treatment  for  their  children, 
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17.— BLIND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE  AND  EPILEPTIC 
CHILDREN. 

The  number  of  “ exceptional  ” children  in  the  area 
during  1937  is  shown  in  Table  III.  (Appendix)  and  reached 
a total  of  1,138,  or  53.6  per  1,000  of  the  school  population 
as  compared  with  a similar  proportion  of  57.1  recorded 
in  the  preceding  year.  The  incidence  of  “ exceptional  ” 
children  is  higher  than  in  the  country  generally,  largely  on 
account  of  the  inclusion  of  a large  number  of  “ delicate  ” 
children  in  this  category. 

The  ascertainment  of  these  children  is  mainly  effected 
during  the  routine  medical  inspections  at  the  schools  but 
some  cases  are  referred  to  the  department  from  the  child 
welfare  clinics,  or  by  the  school  nurses,  attendance  officers, 
parents  and  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children. 

Nantgwyddon  School. — This  school  was  opened  in  1927 
as  a special  day  school  for  educable  mentally  defective 
children  between  the  ages  of  sev^en  and  16  years.  The 
school  has  accommodation  for  20  boys  and  30  girls  and 
the  Director  of  Education  is  supplied  periodically  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer  with  lists  of  children  who,  after 
special  medical  examination,  are  considered  suitable  for 
admission  thereto. 

The  medical  and  dental  staff  of  the  department  visit 
the  school  at  least  once  annually  when  the  mental  and 
physical  condition  of  each  child  in  the  school  is  ascertained 
and  reviewed. 

Considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  in  securing  the 
attendance  of  children  at  this  school,  the  principal  objection 
offered  by  the  parents  of  children  who  have  been  recom- 
mended for  admission  being  that  their  children  are  not 
so  defective  as  to  require  instruction  in  a special  school. 
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The  work  done  at  the  school,  however,  has  been  extremely 
valuable  ; the  majority  of  the  pupils  have  been  retained 
in  school  until  they  have  attained  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
and  the  instruction  given  by  the  headmaster  and  his 
specially  qualified  assistants  has  been  painstaking  and  thor- 
ough so  that  the  parents  who  have  permitted  their 
children  to  attend  have  been  most  appreciative  of  the 
progress  made. 

Physically  Defective  Children. — Though  a complete 
orthopaedic  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  physically  de- 
fective children  has  not  yet  been  established  in  the  district 
it  will  be  noted,  as  previously  mentioned  in  this  report, 
that  35  children  of  school  age  were  examined  by  the  Ortho- 
paedic Surgeon  at  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  treatment 
required  ; in  four  instances  in-patient  treatment  at  the 
Hospital  was  provided,  four  others  received  out-patient 
treatment  whilst  in  23  cases  appliances  were  either  provided 
or  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  Education  A n thority. 


18.—  NURSERY  SCHOOLS. 

During  1935  the  Infants’  School  at  Ynyscynon  was 
rebuilt  and  equipped  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
applicable  to  Nursery  Schools. 

It  was  re-opened  as  a Nursery  School  on  1st  September, 
1935,  and  is  proving  insufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  locality 
as  parents  have  quickly  realised  the  great  advantages  the 
younger  children  are  deriving  from  the  supervision  and 
care  bestowed  upon  them  at  the  school. 

The  daily  routine,  which  commences  at  9 a.m.,  includes 
the  bathing  of  the  children  when  necessary,  and  measures 
for  the  maintenance  of  cleanliness  of  face,  hands,  hair  and 
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teeth  ; at  10-15  a.m.,  the  children  are  provided  with  a 
ration  of  milk  and  at  12  (noon)  dinners  are  provided.  The 
younger  children  rest  after  the  mid-day  meal,  the  period 
of  rest  varying  in  duration  inversely  with  the  age. 

A school  nurse  visits  the  school  at  least  once  a week — 
usually  on  Monday  mornings — and  arrangements,  have 
been  made  for  a medical  member  of  the  staff  of  the  De- 
partment to  visit  the  school  at  approximately  monthly 
intervals  and  each  child  is  medically  examined  once  a term. 

The  Superintendent  is  also  able  to  communicate  with 
the  School  Medical  Officer  by  telephone  at  any  time  during 
school  hours  should  occasion  arise  for  the  urgent  need  of 
medical  advice  regarding  any  child  in  attendance. 

During  the  period  for  which  the  school  has  been  open 
there  has  been  evidence  that  the  children  have  derived 
considerable  physical  and  educational  benefit  from  the  care 
and  instruction  given  by  the  Superintendent  and  her  assist- 
ants. The  facilities  provided  at  the  school  have  enabled 
the  children  who  have  attended,  though  drawn  from  one  of 
the  poorest  localities  in  the  district,  to  develop  mentally 
and  physically  on  a much  sounder  basis  than  the  majority 
of  the  children  of  similar  age  who  attend  the  infants’ 
departments  of  other  schools  in  the  district  and  in  this 
connection  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  plans  for 
the  provision  of  a similar  nursery  school,  to  be  erected 
at  Trealaw,  have  been  approved. 

Nursery  Classes  have  been  established  in  most  of  the 
infants’  departments  in  the  district  but  up  to  the  present 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  devote  adequate  medical  and 
nursing  supervision  of  the  children  attending  these  classes  ; 
in  comparison  with  the  nursery  schools  facilities  for  providing 
mid-day  meals  are  also  lacking. 


xlix. 


19.— SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

The  secondary  and  higher  schools  under  the  control 
of  the  Authority  comprise  four  mixed  secondary  schools, 
two  county  schools  (one  each  for  boys  and  girls)  and  a 
junior  technical  school  for  boys.  Medical  inspection  at 
these  schools  during  the  year  under  review  was  limited 
to  the  examination  of  all  entrants  as  a routine  group,  the 
examination  of  special  cases  referred  to  the  medical  in- 
spectors by  the  head  masters  or  at  the  request  of  the  parents 
and  the  re-inspection  of  those  pupils  who  were  found  to  be 
defective  or  who  were  considered  to  require  further  ob- 
servation at  previous  inspections.  The  numbers  examined 
in  these  three  groups  were  692,  91  and  628,  respectively. 

The  findings  of  the  inspections  and  records  of  the 
treatment  carried  out  are  given  in  the  statistical  tables 
at  the  end  of  this  Report. 


Amongst  the  692  pupils  subjected  to  routine  examina- 
tion none  were  found  to  be  in  a “ bad  ” state  of  nutrition 
whilst  10.8  per  cent,  were  slightly  subnormal,  the  respective 
proportions  amongst  boys  and  girls  being  11.9  and  9.5 
per  cent. 


The  physical  condition  of  the  girls,  otherwise,  compared 
unfavourably  with  that  of  the  boys  ; 76,  or  25  per  cent., 
of  the  girls  were  found  to  suffer  from  defective  vision  or 
squint  as  compared  with  43,  or  11.0  per  cent.,  of  the  boys  ; 
defects  of  the  nose  and  throat  were  discovered  amongst 
6.9  per  cent,  of  girls  as  compared  with  4.1  per  cent,  of  the 
boys,  whilst  enlarged  cervical  glands  were  discovered 
amongst  19.4  per  cent,  of  the  girls  as  compared  with  6.7 
per  cent,  of  the  boys.  Postural  defects,  such  as  spinal 
curvature  and  flat  feet,  were  found  to  be  very  prevalent 
amongst  the  girls  in  the  secondary  schools. 
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The  medical  inspection  records  indicate  that  the  girls 
attending  the  higher  schools  in  the  district  are  physically 
in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  and,  though  the  nutritional 
statistics  are  somewhat  contradictory,  it  is  probable  that 
the  diets  of  these  children  are  deficient  in  many  of  those 
constituents  which  serve  to  maintain  physical  fitness, 
such  as  milk  and  other  dairy  products,  eggs,  and  green 
vegetables  ; excessive  hours  of  study  with  lack  of  exercise 
out  of  doors  after  school  hours  and  in  many  instances 
employment  in  domestic  duties  at  home  add  to  the  deter- 
ioration of  the  physical  condition  of  these  girls. 

In  order  to  improve  their  condition  it  is  suggested 
that  consideration  might  be  given  to  the  provision  ol 
adequate  mid-day  meals  to  all  girls  attending  the  higher 
schools,  the  provision  of  at  least  half  a pint  of  milk  daily 
for  each  child  and  the  organisation  of  physical  exercises 
on  a larger  scale. 

Amongst  pupils  attending  the  higher  schools  181  were 
subjected  to  examination  for  errors  of  refraction  and  squint 
and  of  these  172  were  examined  by  Dr.  J.  W.  G.  Myler, 
F.R.C.S.,  under  the  Council’s  scheme  ; correcting  glasses 
were  prescribed  in  169  instances  and  150  of  these  children 
obtained  spectacles,  these  appliances  being  supplied  by  the 
Authority  free  of  cost  in  70  instances. 

During  the  year  under  review  393  secondary  and  higher 
school  children  received  dental  treatment  at  the  hands  of 
the  Council’s  dental  surgeons,  and  the  details  of  the  treat- 
ment provided  are  given  in  Table  V.  (Appendix)  of  the 
statistical  summary  relating  to  secondary  and  higher 
schools.  The  Council’s  dental  surgeons  express  the  view 
that  incipient  dental  caries  is  very  prevalent  amongst  the 
pupils  attending  these  schools. 
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20.— CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  winter  months  the  Education  Authority 
continued  the  organisation  of  evening  classes  throughout 
the  district ; the  courses  provided  instruction  in  a wide 
range  of  subjects  of  a practical  and  academic  nature.  The 
activities  of  the  school  medical  service  however  did  not 
extend  to  the  persons  attending  these  classes. 

Juvenile  Instruction  Centres. — In  co-operation  with 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  the  Education  Authority  undertook 
the  administration  of  three  juvenile  centres  in  the  district. 
During  the  course  of  the  year  the  girls’  centre  was  trans- 
ferred from  Moriah  Vestry,  Pentre,  to  a modern  and  f un- 
equipped centre  recently  erected  at  Ynyswen,  whilst  the 
boys’  centre  at  Rock  House,  Ferndale,  was  transferred 
to  suitably-equipped  new  buildings  at  Pontygwaitli. 

The  medical  staff  of  the  Department  visited  all  the 
centres  during  each  of  the  three  terms  in  the  year  under 
review  in  order  to  certify  those  pupils  who  were  considered 
to  be  in  need  of  additional  nourishment,  such  nourishment 
being  provided  in  the  form  of  one  half-pint  per  pupil  per 
session.  Every  pupil  showing  the  slightest  degree  of  mal- 
nourishment  was  certified  for  this  purpose  and  the  results 
of  the  surveys  are  shown  in  the  subjoined  table  : — 


Centre. 

Term. 

No  of 
Pupils 
Surveyed. 

No. 

certified 

as 

mal- 

nourished. 

Per- 
centage 
certified . 

Spring  Term  ... 

206 

92 

44.7 

Ynyswen 

Summer  Term 

187 

91 

48.7 

(Girls). 

Autumn  Term 

226 

96 

42.5 

Clydach  Court, 

Spring  Term  • . . 

179 

50 

27.9 

Trealaw 

Summer  Term 

97 

20 

20.6 

(Boys) 

Autumn  Term 

128 

30 

23.4 

Pontygwaith 

Spring  Term  ... 

153 

52 

34.0 

(Boys) 

Summer  Term 

107 

26 

24.3 

Autumn  Term 

172 

42 

24.4 

These  figures  show  that  the  nutritional  condition  of 
these  adolescent  boys  and  girls  was  inferior  to  that  of  the 
children  attending  the  elementary  schools  and  inquiries 
into  the  diets  of  these  juveniles  showed  that  such  diets 
were  lacking  in  the  important  ingredients,  especially  in 
dairy  products  and  green  vegetables,  which  are  essential 
to  maintain  adequate  nutrition  amongst  those  who  are 
adolescent  and  physically  active. 

The  notes  made  by  the  medical  inspectors  showed 
that  anaemia  was  prevalent  amongst  the  girls  and  carious 
teeth  appeared  to  be  the  most  common  defect  noted  amongst 
the  boys.  All  the  pupils  who  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  carious  teeth  were  offered  dental  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  the  Council's  dental  surgeons  or  were  advised  to 
obtain  treatment  elsewhere  and  36  received  treatment 
at  the  Council’s  dental  clinics  during  the  year. 

It  was  also  found  that  many  of  the  girls  suffered 
from  defective  eyesight  and  25  girls  were  examined  by 


the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  and  20  were  on  account  of 
necessitous  circumstances  subsequently  provided  with 
glasses  free  of  cost. 

Proposals  for  a more  comprehensive  scheme  of  medical 
inspection  and  treatment  in  respect  of  young  persons 
attending  the  junior  instruction  centres  were  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  in  accordance  with  Section  76 
of  the  Unemployment  Insurance  Act,  1935,  and  Section  80 
of  the  Education  Act,  1921.  These  proposals,  which  were 
approved  by  the  Ministry  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
provide  for  routine  medical  examination  of  all  young 
persons  attending  the  authorised  courses,  as  soon  as  possible 
after  their  admission  to  the  Centres,  and  frequent  visits 
to  the  Centres  by  members  of  the  Authority’s  medical 
staff  with  a view  to  the  examination  of  specially  referred 
cases,  the  re-examination  of  cases  previously  found  to  be 
suffering  from  physical  defects  and  the  certification  of 
juveniles  who  are  considered  to  be  in  need  of  supplementary 
nourishment  in  the  form  of  milk.  The  arrangements 
also  include  the  provision  of  dental  treatment,  treatment 
of  visual  defects,  operative  treatment  of  chronic  tonsillitis 
and  adenoids  and  the  supply  of  orthopaedic  appliances, 
on  lines  similar  to  those  applicable  to  elementary  school 
children. 

Through  the  beneficence  of  the  National  Council  of 
Social  Service  82  boys  and  73  girls  attending  the  Junior 
Instruction  Centres  were  granted  a holiday  of  two  weeks’ 
duration  at  the  Rhoose  and  Pembrey  Camps,  respectively, 
during  the  summer  of  1937,  the  selection  on  medical  grounds 
being  carried  out  by  the  Authority’s  Medical  Staff. 


21. — JUVENILE  EMPLOYMENT. 

The  Bye-laws  adopted  by  the  Education  Authority 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons 
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Act,  1933,  remained  in  force  during  the  year  under  review. 
Among  the  prohibited  employments  included  in  these 
Bye-laws  are  the  following  : — 

Lather  boy,  kitchen  boy,  marker  or  attendant 
at  a Bagatelle  or  Billiard  Saloon  or  other  place  licensed 
for  games,  collecting  or  sorting  of  rags  or  refuse,  em- 
ployment as  attendant  or  assistant  in  any  premises 
on  a fair  ground  used  for  public  amusement,  etc. 

The  Bye-laws  prohibit  the  employment  of  children 
under  the  age  of  12  years  and  no  child  shall  be  employed 
except  between  the  hours  of  5 p.m.  and  7 p.m.  with  the 
exception  of  a child  who  had  attained  the  age  of  12  years 
who  may  be  employed  before  school  hours,  between  7 a.m. 
and  8 a.m.  in  the  delivery  of  milk  or  newspapers  subject 
to  the  condition  that  a certificate  has  been  obtained  from 
the  School  Medical  Officer  that  such  employment  will  not 
be  prejudicial  to  the  development  of  the  health  of  the  child 
and  that  employment  after  school  hours  shall  be  limited 
to  a period  of  not  more  than  one  hour  between  the  hours 
of  5 p.m.  and  7 p.m. 

During  1937,  seven  children  were  granted  certificates 
by  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  employment  in  accordance 
with  the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  above-mentioned 
Bye-laws,  the  nature  of  employment  in  the  majority  of 
these  cases  being  the  sale  of  newspapers.  Four  children 
were  also  examined  and  certified  for  employment  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Employment  of  Children  in  Entertainment 
Rules. 


22. — SPECIAL  ENQUIRIES. 

As  the  work  done  in  connection  with  malnutrition  in 
school  children  (cf.  Section  11,  Provision  of  Meals)  and  the 
selection  of  children  for  the  school  camps  took  up  a good 
deal  of  the  time  of  the  school  medical  staff,  it  was  not  found 
possible  to  undertake  any  other  special  enquiries  during 
the  year  under  review. 


iv. 


23.— MISCELLANEOUS  WORK. 

The  following  summary  provides  information  as  to 
the  miscellaneous  work  which  was  carried  out  at  the  school 
clinics  by  the  School  Medical  Service  Staff  during  the  year 
and  which  consisted  of  the  examination  of  and  report 
upon  : 

(i.)  140  children,  owing  to  persistent  non-attendance 

at  school ; 

(ii.)  1 case  at  the  request  and  for  the  guidance  of 

the  local  Police  Courts  ; 

(iii.)  213  children  referred  by  teachers  or  attendance 
officers  ; 

(iv.)  7 children  for  certificates  under  the  Employ- 

ment of  Children  Bye-laws  ; 

(v.)  4 children  for  certification  under  the  Employ- 

ment of  Children  in  Entertainment  Rules  ; 

(vi.)  69  children  regarding  their  fitness  to  attend 

at  various  establishments,  such  as  Tygwyn 
Convalescent  Home,  Llwyngwril,  and 
Boverton  Camp  ; 

(vii.)  214  children  earmarked  by  the  medical  in- 
spectors themselves  for  the  more  detailed 
and  thorough  examinations  which  the 
conditions  and  facilities  at  the  clinics 
permit  ; 

(viii.)  65  candidates  (including  7 re-examined)  for 
bursarships  or  student  teachersliips  ; and 

(ix.)  573  cases  drawn  from  the  above  categories  and 

referred  for  further  examination  or  re- 
examination. 
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School  Camps. — The  beneficial  effects  experienced 
by  the  children  selected  for  a sojourn  at  the  Pendine  School 
Camp  during  previous  summers  influenced  the  Education 
Authority  to  send  to  this  camp  a number  of  selected 
children  in  1937  and  308  children  comprising  187  boys 
and  121  girls  were  thus  sent.  As  in  previous  years  the 
medical  and  sanitary  arrangements,  together  with  the 
dietary,  were  under  the  close  supervision  of  Dr.  L.  W.  Pole, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Llanelly. 


At  the  invitation  of  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
National  Council  of  Social  Service  arrangements  were 
also  made  for  the  despatch  of  1,064  girls  to  the  summer 
camp  at  Pembrey,  378  boys  to  the  summer  camp  at  Barry, 
and  also  750  boys  to  Gileston,  each  batch  of  children  re- 
maining in  the  camp  for  a fortnight.  During  the  winter 
months  the  facilities  available  at  these  camps  enable  them 
to  be  used  as  residential  schools  for  periods  of  three  weeks 
for  specially  selected  children  and  101  boys  were  sent  to 
Rhoose  and  101  giDs  to  Pembrey. 


By  the  careful  selection  of  the  children  from  amongst 
those  who  were  poorly  nourished  and  belonged  to  necessitous 
families  the  maximum  amount  of  benefit  was  obtained  and 
the  reports  submitted  by  the  teachers,  who  accompanied  the 
children,  showed  that  the  average  increase  in  weight  of 
the  children  in  most  of  the  batches  amounted  to  approxi- 
mately two  pounds. 


Tygwyn  Convalescent  Home. — Through  the  continued 
kindness  and  generosity  of  Miss  M.  S.  Davies,  " Gregynog,” 
Llandinam,  a number  of  Rhondda  girls  were  again  in 
residence  at  the  Tygwyn  Convalescent  Home,  Llwyngwril, 
which  is  a special  Residential  School  recognised  by  the 
Board  of  Education. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  12  girls  from  the  Rhondda 
were  staying  at  the  Home  and  during  the  year  17  were 
admitted  and  18  discharged,  so  that  1 1 girls  remained  in 
residence  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  school  medical  staff  undertook  the  medical  in- 
spection and  selection  of  these  girls  prior  to  their  departure 
to  the  Home,  the  selection  being  made  from  amongst  badly 
nourished  girls  belonging  to  necessitous  families  ; the 
medical  examination  of  these  girls  after  their  return 
to  the  Rhondda  has  invariably  shown  a great  improvement 
in  their  nutritional  condition  which  in  most  instances  has 
persisted  during  the  remainder  of  their  school  careers. 


Speech  Defects. — Under  arrangements  made  between 
the  Central  Association  of  Mental  Welfare  and  the  Education 
Committee,  Miss  Kathleen  Jones,  Speech  Therapist, 
conducted  a series  of  classes  for  the  treatment  of  speech 
defects  during  the  last  term  of  the  year.  The  children 
were  selected  in  the  first  place  by  the  school  medical  staff 
in  co-operation  with  the  head -teachers  from  the  junior 
and  senior  schools  in  Wards  1-8,  inclusive,  the  Pentre  and 
Tonypandy  Secondary  Schools,  and  the  Junior  Technical 
School  at  Pentre.  Miss  Jones  subsequently  eliminated 
those  primarily  selected  children  who  were  considered  by 
her  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  classes  ; 251  children  represent- 
ing 2 per  cent,  of  the  school  population  in  the  above- 
tioned  schools  were  finally  selected  for  appropriate  in- 
struction and  of  these  245,  comprising  138  stammerers, 
67  “ lispers  ” and  40  “ lallers,”  completed  the  course. 


The  children  were  graded  and  grouped  together  for 
treatment  according  to  age  and  defect,  and  full  particulars 
regarding  the  physical-  condition,  family  history,  and 
mental  and  scholastic  attainments,  were  obtained  in  respect 
of  each  child. 
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Each  child  was  provided  with  a note  book  for  class 
work  and  a type-written  sheet  of  exercises  for  practice’ 
at  home  ; parents  and  teachers  were  also  invited  to  co- 
operate by  attending  at  the  classes  and  the  response  on  the 
part  of  the  parents  was  very  helpful.  At  the  end  of  the 
course  46  children,  comprising  11  stammerers,  20  “ lispers,” 
12  “ lallers  ” and  three  suffering  from  nasal  speech,  were 
found  to  have  attained  normal  speech. 


Dr.  Woodrow,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  has 
studied  and  reviewed  the  information  supplied  by  parents 
and  head-teachers  relating  to  the  children  wTho  underwent 
the  special  course  of  treatment  for  speech  defects  during 
the  year  and  the  principal  conclusions  he  has  arrived  at 
are  as  follow  : — 


{a)  Stammering. — This  defect  was  found  in  1.33 
per  cent,  of  the  school  population  under  review  and  was 
much  more  prevalent  amongst  boys  who  comprised 
83.5  per  cent,  of  the  children  referred  for  treatment. 
The  ages  at  which  the  defect  was  observed  were 
recorded  in  respect  of  126  children  and  in  91  instances 
the  defect  was  observed  before  the  end  of  the  fifth 
year,  in  seven  instances  symptoms  appeared  in  the 
sixth  year,  in  the  seventh  year  in  eight  cases,  and  the 
eighth  year  in  nine  instances,  according  to  the  parents 
the  onset  of  the  defect  was  preceded  by  severe  shock 
or  illness  in  35.8  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  and  in  eight  per 
per  cent,  imitation  of  other  members  of  the  family  was 
stated  to  have  been  the  cause.  In  35.8  per  cent,  of 
the  cases  there  was  a history  of  left-handedness  or 
speech  defect  amongst  near  relations.  Amongst  the 
cases  who  attended  the  course  10.7  per  cent,  were 
restored  to  normal  speech  and  44.3  per  cent,  showed 
improvement. 


lix. 


Lisping . — This  defect  was  found  in  .40  per  cent,  of 
the  children  reviewed  and  appeared  to  be  equally 
divided  amongst  the  sexes.  In  21  per  cent,  there 
was  evidence  of  mental  defect  or  retardation.  Ac- 
cording to  the  parents  severe  shock  or  illness  preceded 
the  onset  in  35  per  cent,  of  the  cases  ; no  case  was 
attributed  to  imitation.  In  two  instances  the  defect 
was  said  to  have  been  first  observed  at  the  age  of  13 
years  whilst  in  the  rest  the  onset  was  in  early  childhood. 
As  the  result  of  treatment  25.4  per  cent,  were  restored 
to  normal  articulation  and  40  per  cent,  were  found  to 
have  improved. 

Lalling. — This  defect  was  present  in  0.24  per  cent, 
of  the  school  population  under  review  and  was 
almost  equally  distributed  amongst  the  sexes. 
With  the  exception  of  two  children,  where  the 
defect  wTas  apparently  recognised  at  a late  age, 
the  defect  appeared  during  early  childhood. 
In  40  per  cent,  of  the  cases  there  was  evidence 
of  mental  defect  or  retardation.  At  the  end  of  the 
course  of  treatment  36  per  cent,  were  able  to  speak 
normally  and  an  equal  proportion  showed  varying 
degrees  of  improvement. 
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SCHOOL  CLINIOS. 

Summary  of  Work  carried  out  in  1937  in  the  interests  of  the 
School  Medical  Service. 


Times  used 
(No.  of 
Sessions) . 

No.  of 
Children 
examined. 

No.  of 
Re- 
examinations 

Defective  Vision 

73 

807 

591 

Special  Examinations 

48 

648 

573 

Student  Teachers  and 
Bursars 

2 

58 

7 

Totals 

123 

1513 

1171 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS- 

TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups. 


Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 


2,137 

1,791 

1,736 

Total  ...  5,664 


B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re-Inspections 


1,634 

7,099 


Total  ...  8,733 


C.— CHILDREN  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  to 
require  Treatment  (excluding  Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases). 

NOTE — No  individual  child  is  counted  more  than  once  in  any  column 
of  this  Table  ; for  example,  a child  suffering  from  defective  vision 
and  from  adenoids  appears  once  in  Column  2,  once  in  Column  3 
and  once  only  in  Column  4.  Similarly  a child  suffering  from  two 
defects  other  than  defective  vision  appears  once  only  in  Column  3 
and  once  in  Column  4. 


Group. 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision  (exclud- 
ing squint). 

(2) 

For  all  other 
conditions  re- 
corded in 
Table  II  A. 
(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Entrants 

154 

477 

478 

Second  Age  Group 

298 

400 

529 

Third  Age  Group 

291 

270 

443 

Total  

743 

1,147 

1,450 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS, 

TABLE  II. 


A.— Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection. 


Defect  or  Disease. 
(1) 

Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

] 

~ Requiring  | 
^ Treatment. 

1 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
servation  but 
~~  not  requiring 
Treatment. 

2 Requiring 
Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
Q servation  but 
""  not  requiring 
Treatment. 

( 1 ) Ringworm — Scalp 









(2)  „ Body 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Skin 

(3)  Scabies 

13 

— 

6 

— - 

(4)  Impetigo 

30 

— 

5 

— 

1 

(5)  Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 

1 

l culous) 

31 

— 

16 

— 

TOTAL  (Heads  1 to  5) 

74 

— 

28 

— 

1 (6)  Blepharitis... 

eo 

1 

24 

— 

(7)  Conjunctivitis 

3 

— 

3 

— 

(8)  Keratitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(9)  Corneal  Opacities 

6 

— 

— 

1 

(10)  Other  Conditions  (exclud- 

Eye j 

ing  Defective  Vision  and 

< 

Squint) 

i 

13 

— 

7 

— 

1 TOTAL  (Heads  6 to  10) 

82 

1 

34 

1 

(11)  Defective  Vision  (exclud- 

ing Squint) 

743 

11 

160 

10 

'(12)  Squint 

139 

8 

38 

4 

i 

(13)  Defective  Hearing 

27 

— 

39 

— 

Ear 

(14)  Otitis  Media  

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(15)  Other  Ear  Diseases 

36 

2 

29 

— 

(16)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  only  ... 

288 

33 

37 

4 

Nose  and 

(17)  Adenoids  only 

8 

2 

5 

— 

Throat  J 

(18)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  and 

| Adenoids 

82 

17 

13 

2 

(19)  Other  Conditions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(20)  Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 

Tuberculous) 

602 

1 

62 

— 

(21)  Defective  Speech 

48 

— 

13 

— 
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Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection— Continued. 


Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No-  of  Defects. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(D 

Q Requiring 
Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
servation  but 
w not  requiring 
Treatment. 

2 Requiring 
Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
G servation  but 
~ not  requiring 
Treatment. 

Heart 

and 

Heart  Disease  : — 

(22)  Organic  

46 

27 

13 

1 

Circula- 

(23)  Functional  

58 

17 

8 

— 

tion 

(24)  Anaemia  

127 

4 

27 

1 

Lungs 

(25)  Bronchitis 

91 

— 

18 

— 

(26)  Other  Non-Tuberculous 
Diseases  ... 

65 

— 

10 

1 

.Pulmonary  : — 

(27)  Definite  

1 

1 

(28)  Suspected  ... 

— 

3 

5 

7 

Tuber- 
culosis ' 

Non-Pulmonary  : — 

(29)  Glands  

1 

1 

2 

(30)  Bones  and  Joints 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(31)  Skin  ...  

1 

— 

— 

— 

(32)  Other  Forms 

1 

5 

1 

4 

TOTAL  (Heads  29  to  32)  ... 

3 

5 

2 

7 

NpnrAnc 

1 (33)  Epilepsy  

4 

1 

4 

— 

1 (34)  Chorea  

^ ( (35)  Other  Conditions 

15 

2 

2 

4 

3 

4 

1 

Defor-  1 

mities  j 

(36)  Rickets 

8 

1 

— 

— 

(37)  Spinal  Curvature  ... 

5 

4 

1 

1 

(38)  Other  Forms  

50 

2 

6 

1 

(39)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (excluding 
Defects  of  Nutrition,  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases) 

62 

9 

24 

2 

Total  Number  of  Defects  ... 

2664 

153 

575 

47 

Ixiv 


B. — Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the 
Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


Age-groups. 

Number 

of 

Children 

Inspect- 

ed. 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Entrants 

2137 

308 

14.4 

1679 

78.6 

148 

6.9 

2 

0.1 

Second  Age- 
group 

1791 

241 

13.5 

1330 

74.2 

218 

12.2 

2 

0.1 

Third  Age- 

group 

1736 

170 

9.8 

1384 

79.7 

168 

9.7 

14 

0.8 

Other  Routine 
Inspections 

_ 

_ 

_ 











TOTAL 

5664 

719 

12.7 

4393 

77.6 

534 

9.4 

18 

0.3 

TABLE  111— Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


lxv. 


Statement  of  the  number  of  children  notified  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority  to  the  Local  Mental  Deficiency  Authority 


Total  number  of  children  notified  - 

3. 

Diagnosis. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

1.  (i.)  Children  incapable  of  receiving  benefit  or  further 

benefit  from  instruction  in  a Special 
School : — 

(a)  Idiots 

(b)  Imbeciles 

2 

— 

(c)  Others  ...  

— 

— 

(ii.)  Children  unable  to  be  instructed  in  a Special 
School  without  detriment  to  the  interests 
of  other  children  : — 

(a)  Moral  Defectives  .v 

1 _ 

(b)  Others  

— 

— 

2.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  on  leaving  a Special 

School  on  or  before  attaining  the  age  of  16  ... 

1 

3.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  under  Article  3 of 
the  1928  Regulations,  i.e.,  “ Special  circum- 
stances” cases 

— 

— 

4.  Children  who  in  addition  to  being  mentally  defective 
were  blind  or  deaf 

— 

— 

Totals  

2 

1 

lxvii, 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS, 

TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

Group  I.— Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness). 


Number  of 
treati 

Defects  treated,  or  under 
nent  during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 
(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 
(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skint- 

Ring  worm -Scalp — 

(i.)  X-Ray  Treatment 

(ii.)  Other  Treatment 



1 

1 

R ing  worm- Body 

— 

1 

1 

Scabies 

— 

5 

5 

Impetigo 

— 

22 

22 

Other  Skin  Disease 

— 

30 

30 

Minor  Eye  Defects  : — 

(External  and  other, 
but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II.) 

28 

28 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

— 

43 

43 

Miscellaneous. 

(e.g.  Minor  injuries, 
bruises,  sores,  chil- 
blains, etc.) 

— 

6 

6 

Total 

— 

136 

136 

Ixviii. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS, 

TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

Group  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 


i 

Defect  or  Disease, 

Under 
Author - 
i ity's 
1 Scheme. 

Other- 

wise. 

Total. 

(1) 

1 (2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including  Squint) 

807 

29 

836 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 
of  the  Eyes  ... 

| 





Total 

807 

29 

836 

No.  of  Children  for  whom 
spectacles  were  : — 

(a)  Prescribed  ... 

745 

29 

774 

(6)  Obtained 

533 

139 

672 

Ixix. 

TABLE  IV 

Group  III.— Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


1 

Tonsils 

only. 

Aden- 

oids 

only. 

Tonsils 

and 

Aden- 

oids. 

Other 

De- 

fects. 

Total. 

Received  Operative  Treat- 
ment : — 

Under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme,  in  Clinic  or 
Hospital 

233 

233 

By  Private  Practition- 
er or  Hospital,  apart 
from  the  Authority’s 
Scheme 

27 

| 

4 

12 

— 

43 

Total 

27 

I 4 

245 

— 

276 

Received  other  Forms  of  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  307 


Total  Number  treated... 

583 

Hr  , | " 

TABLE  IV. 

Group  IV.— Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


Number  of  children  treated  : — 

Residential  treatment  with  education. . . , 
Residential  treatment  without  edu- 

Under the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

5 

Otherwise. 

cation 

— 

— 

Non-residential  treatment  at  an  ortho 

paedic  clinic 

. 32 

1 

Total  n umbei  of  children  treated 



37 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 


TABLE  V. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

(1)  Number  of  children  who  were  : — 


(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist — 


Primary 

Re- 

Years. 

Exam- 

Exam- 

Totals. 

inations. 

inations. 

rUnder  5 

34  ... 

69 

103 

5 

1341 

1429 

2770 

6 

252  ... 

2332 

2584 

7 

61  ... 

2620 

2681 

8 

— 

2669 

2669 

; 

9 

— 

2501 

2501 

Routine  * 

10 

...  — 

2703 

2703 

Age  Groups 

11 

— 

2558 

2558 

12 

— 

2447 

2447 

13 

— 

2349 

2349 

14 

— 

1257 

1257 

1688 

22934 

...  24622 

(b)  Specials  (Primary  832, 

Re-examinations  725) 

1557 

(c)  TOTAL  (Routine  and  Specials) 

...  26179 

(2)  Number  found  to 

require  treatment 

...  19870 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 

... 

. 

...  9467 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

... 

...  10271 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

Inspection 

... 

238 

Treatment 

1278 

1516 

(6)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

...  ...  ... 

5701 

Temporary  Teeth 

... 

42 

— 

5743 

(7)  Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

...  ...  ... 

2307 

Temporary  Teeth 

12030 

— 

14337 

(8)  Administrations  of  general 

anaesthetics  for 

extractions 

... 

... 

3333 

(9)  Other  operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  2477 

Temporary  Teeth  3353 

— - 5830 


lxxi. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS- 

TABLE  VI. 

Group  VI.— Uncleanliness  and  verminous  conditions. 


(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made  during 

the  year  by  the  School  Nurses  ...  ...  2 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the 

Schools  by  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  36163 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  5093 

(iv.)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section 

87  (2)  and  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  — 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  — 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-laws  ...  — 


' 1 


' 


Ixxiii. 


SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS, 

TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS, 

Number  of  Routine  Inspections — Boys  388 

Girls  ...  ...  ...  304 

692 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Number  of  Re-inspections  ...  628 

Total  ...  719 


C.— CHILDREN  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  individual  children  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  to 
require  Treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases). 


Routine  group 


172 


Ixxiv, 


SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  II. 


A.— Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection. 


Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No  of  Defects. 

Defect  or  Disease. 
(1) 

1 

Requiring 
— ' Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
Ci  servation  but 
not  requiring 
Treatment. 

2 Requiring 
' Treatment 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
Q servation  but 
not  requiring 
Treatment. 

(1)  Ringworm — Scalp 

Boys 

1 

Girls 

Boys 

Gills 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

(2)  „ Body 

(3)  Scabies 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





Skin 

— 

— 

— 

— * 









(4)  Impetigo  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



(5)  Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 
culous) 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  (Heads  1 to  5) 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

/ (6)  Blepharitis... 

4 

9 

— 









(7)  Conjunctivitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 





(8)  Keratitis  ...  

— 

— 

— 



., 





(9)  Corneal  Opacities 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







Eye 

(10)  Other  Conditions  (exclud- 
ing Defective  Vision  and 
Squint) 

i 

1 

— 

— 



1 

_ 



TOTAL  (Heads  6 to  10) 

5 

10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(11)  Defective  Vision  (exclud- 
ing Squint) 

39 

70 

7 

7 

'(12)  Squint  

4 

6 

— 

— 

1 



— 

— 

i 

(13)  Defective  Hearing 

8 

4 



_ 

Ear 

(14)  Otitis  Media  

— 

— 

— 











1 

(15)  Other  Ear  Diseases 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

j 

■ (16)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  only  ... 

16 

13 



3 

Nose  and 

(17)  Adenoids  only 

— 

2 

— 

— 





. _ 

Throat  -J 
j 

(18)  Chronic  Tonsillitis  and 

Adenoids 

(19)  Other  Conditions 

6 

( 

(20)  Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 
Tuberculous) 

26 

59 

— 

— 



— 





(21)  Defective  Speech 

9 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

IxxV. 


Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection— Continued 


Routine 

: Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No-  of  Defects. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob-| 
servation  but  1 

not  requiring 
Treatment. 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  ob- 
servation but 

not  requiring 
Treatment. 

(D 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5> 



Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Heart  i Heart  Disease  - 

and  j (22)  Organic  

Circula-  1 (23)  Functional  

tion  \ (24)  Anaemia  

5 

1 

6 

3 

16 

1 1 1 

6 

5 

2 

1 

1 1 1 

— 

Lungs  | 

(25)  Bronchitis 

(26)  Other  Non-Tuberculous 

2 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Diseases  ... 

4 

.Pulmonary  : — 
(27)  Definite 



— 

— 

o 

— 

1 

— 

(28)  Suspected 

— 

L 

i 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Non-Pulmonary  : — 
} (29)  Glands 

_ 



. — . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(30)  Bones  and  Joints 

— 

— 

(31)  Skin  ...  

— 

— 

- 

. 

(32)  Other  Forms  

— 

TOTAL  (Heads  29  to  32)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nervous 

System 

| (33)  Epilepsy  

1(34)  Chorea  

((35)  Other  Conditions 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Defor- 

mities 

/ (36)  Rickets  ...  

\ (37)  Spinal  Curvature 

I (38)  Other  Forms  

7 

37 

183 

1 1 1 

1 

1 1 1 

1 

— 

— 

(39)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (excluding 

Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases) . . . 

5 

■ — 

— 

_ 

4 

Total  ... 

143 

417 

— 

17 

16 

13 

1 

1 

lxxvi. 


SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


B.—  Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  the  Pupils  subjected  to 
Routine  Inspection. 


Age-groups. 

Number 

of 

Children 

Inspect- 

ed. 

A 

(Exce 

:llent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Boys 

388 

61 

15.7 

281 

72.4 

46 

11.9 

— 

— 

Girls  

304 

26 

8.6 

249 

81.9 

29 

9.5 

— . 

TOTAL 

692 

87 

12.6 

530 

76.6 

75 

10.8 

— 

— 

ixxvii. 


SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS 

TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

Group  I.—  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness). 


Number  of  ! 
treatn 

Defects  treated,  or  under 
nent  during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 
(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 
(2) 

Otherwise. 

0) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin  : — 

Ringworm -Scalp — 

(i.)  X-Ray  Treatment 

(ii.)  Other  Treatment 

— 

— 

Ringworm-Body 

— 

1 

l 

Scabies 

— 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  Eye  Defects  : — 

(External  and  other, 
but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II.) 

12 

12 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

— 

4 

4 

Miscellaneous. 

( e.g . Minor  injuries, 
bruises,  sores,  chil- 
blains, etc.) 

— 

1 

1 

I 

i 

i 

Total 

— 

18 

18 

Ixxviii. 


SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

Group  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor 
Eye  Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments). 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 


Defect  or  Disease. 

Under 

Author- 

ity’s 

Scheme. 

Other- 

wise. 

Total. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including-Squint) 

172 

9 

181 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 
of  the  Eyes 

- 





Total 

172 

9 

181 

No.  of  Children  for  whom 
spectacles  were  : — 

{a)  Prescribed  . . . 

160 

9 

169 

(&)  Obtained 

70 

1 

80 

150 

lxxix. 


SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  IV. 

Group  III.— Treatment  of  Defects  o?  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Def< 
1 

sets. 

' 

Tonsils  | 
only. 

Aden- 

oids 

only. 

Tonsils 

and 

Aden- 

oids. 

Other 

De- 

fects. 

Total. 

Received  Operative  Treat- 
ment : — 

Under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme,  in  Clinic  or 
Hospital 

By  Private  Practition- 
er or  Hospital,  apart 
from  the  Authority’s 
Scheme 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Received  other  Forms  of  Treatment 

21 

Total  Number  treated... 

22 

1XXX. 


SECONDARY  AND  HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  V. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were  : — 

(i)  Inspected  by  the  Dentists  : 

Specials 

(ii)  Found  to  require  Treatment  ... 

(iii)  Actually  Treated 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

( Included  in  the  figures  shown  in  the  corres- 
Inspection  J ponding  Table  applicable  to  Elementary  Schools, 
Treatment  j no  special  sessions  having  been  exclusively 
[ devoted  to  Secondary  Schools. 


393 

393 

393 


(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

(4)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  

Temporary  Teeth  

(5)  Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 

Temporary  Teeth  


, . 1132 

1 


490 

74 


(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  ex- 
tractions 


(7)  Other  operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


...  249 

43 


944 


1133 


564 

257 


292 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  ! 


School  Medical  Officer  1 


' 1 ' * 


For  the  Year  1937. 


FERNDALE : 

W.  T.  M«dd«ck  Co.,  PrinUra,  ate- 
1938. 


